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General News
Defra introduces Countryside 
Stewardship Plus

Any step Defra takes to reward 
farmers for their actions to support 
climate and nature is not only 
welcome but absolutely essential in 
light of the environmental challenges 
we face. However, it is extraordinary 
that despite policymakers’ talk of 
sustainability, biodiversity, climate, 
resilient food production, water quality 
and net zero, there is zero recognition 
of the significant contribution that an 
organic whole farm system approach 
already delivers to achieve these 
goals.

Instead the ELM update published 
last week is more of a pick-and-mix 
approach where organic farmers 
will be able to choose between SFI 
options and with organic practices 
incorporated into a re-packaged 
Countryside Stewardship scheme.

OF&G had previously been optimistic 
about the development of Countryside 

Stewardship Plus, but this appears 
to be a backward step since there is 
no coordinated support for organic 
systems – proven to deliver on Defra’s 
environmental objectives. This glaring 
omission is detrimental and short-
sighted.

This Government has repeatedly 
shown that they can roll out the right 
rhetoric but applying it in a meaningful, 
effective way seems beyond them.  

Is it simply because multi-national 
agri-business corporations do not 
profit from organic farmers? Or is it that 
the turmoil Government faces mean 
ministers lack the requisite ‘band 
width’ to give due consideration to the 
options available to them, preferring to 
settle for superficial quick wins?

There is an abundant opportunity to 
acknowledge the proven benefits 
of organic farming systems. Earlier 
this month our European neighbours 

published  Organic farming in the 
EU: a decade of growth. This report 
from the European Commission’s 
Directorate General for Agriculture 
and Rural Development highlighted 
that by producing high quality food 
with low environmental impact, 
organic farming will play an essential 
role in developing a sustainable food 
system for the EU.

At a time when it is crucial  to reduce 
its dependence on fertilisers for 
geopolitical, environmental and 
economic reasons, data from the EU 
Farm Accountancy Data Network 
(FADN) show that organic farms 
spend less on these products and 
pesticides than conventional farms. 
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Farm Community Network
The Farming Community Network 
(FCN) is a voluntary organisation and 
charity that aims to improve the health 
and wellbeing of people in farming 
and provide support at times of 
difficulty and change. 

With this in mind, FCN has recently 
launched an initiative called Yarn 
in a Barn, which hopes to bring 
together people within farming and 
rural communities, providing social 
opportunities and a chance to discuss 
topical agricultural issues. 

'Yarn in a Barn' will help to address 
the issue of loneliness in farming by 
providing a range of opportunities to 
bring farmers together. Importantly, the 
project also encourages discussions 
and conversations around topical 
issues or challenges in farming, 
including changing policy, new 
schemes or animal disease. The hope 
is to encourage a positive approach to 
change, create local support networks 
and highlight help and information 
that may be available. Yarns will be 
taking place throughout 2023, with 
FCN volunteer groups currently in the 
process of planning out what will be 
most relevant for farmers at a local 
level.

Founded in 1995, FCN supports 
approximately 6,000 people each 
year with a wide variety of issues, from 
family relationship challenges and 
financial concerns to animal welfare 
issues and mental ill-health. 

Volunteers are at the heart of FCN. 
The charity has 30 county groups 
of volunteers covering 35 counties 
across England and Wales. The 
charity’s volunteers live and work 
within farming communities, have 

close links with agriculture and 
therefore have a great understanding 
of the issues farmers and farming 
families regularly face. They provide a 
vital listening ear, and can support and 
‘walk with’ people, helping them find a 
positive way forward. 

As well as providing local support, 
the charity also operates a helpline 
(03000 111 999) and e-helpline (help@
fcn.org.uk), open 7am-11pm, 365 days 
of the year.

FCN also works closely with other 
charities, including local support 
organisations, ensuring help is 
available to those who need it. FCN 
is part of the Farming Help alliance 
– which also includes charities the 
Addington Fund and Forage Aid, and 
the charities work together to provide 
support to the farming community. 

FCN engages in a wide variety of 
proactive work to support people in 
agriculture. From organising national 
campaigns to developing research 
projects and publications, FCN helps 
to promote a positive attitude towards 

change and build strong and resilient 
communities. 

The charity’s FarmWell website 
(farmwell.org.uk) contains information 
around a wide variety of topics to 
support farmers and their businesses 
- including mental and physical health 
support, contingency planning, family 
mediation and succession planning, to 
name a few. 

The charity has recently published 
research with the University of Exeter’s 
Centre for Rural Policy Research 
that explores some of the primary 
causes of loneliness and isolation in 
farming communities. One common 
thread that emerged in the interviews 
conducted was a need for more 
social opportunities for farmers that 
fit within their busy schedules: https://
onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/
soru.12399 

FCN works to create a resilient and 
healthy farming future that can thrive 
now and in the years to come. Find out 
more by visiting the website:
 fcn.org.uk 

Organic arable crop farms save 
75-100% on plant protection product 
costs per hectare and 45-90% on 
fertiliser costs per hectare compared 
to conventional farms. Recognising 
that organic farming can help achieve 
the ambition of the bloc has a huge 
positive impact on the European 
organic sector. It would be good to 
get a similar fillip in the UK.

The focus on organic farming – in 
market development and policy 
– provided by the European 
Commission’s report provides a 
clear message about the benefits 
of organic food and farming to both 

consumers and farmers. A report 
published by the French Court of 
Accounts, following a detailed review 
of the scientific literature, observes 
that the development of organic 
farming is the best way to make 
the agri-environmental transition 
successful and lead so-called 
conventional farms towards more 
environmentally friendly practices.

Frustratingly, there is no such clarity 
on how the Countryside Stewardship 
Plus options will work for and reward 
our own organic farmers. Wth 
this piecemeal approach, the UK 
Government falls short of providing 

farmers the boost in confidence 
needed to really invest in the 
radical changes needed to deliver a 
systematic, joined up approach like 
organic. While there are welcome 
elements in the announcement, we 
must stop thinking we can resolve 
the challenges of climate change and 
ecological collapse we face via a pick 
and mix approach.  

Thérèse Coffey says that ‘farmers are 
at the heart of our economy’, OF&G 
respond by saying that ‘organic needs 
to be at the heart of farming policy.’

mailto:help%40fcn.org.uk?subject=
mailto:help%40fcn.org.uk?subject=
http://fcn.org.uk
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Oxford Real Farming Conference 2023

The Oxford Real Farming Conference 
2023 was their largest gathering to 
date, with a reported 1800 people 
coming together in Oxford and many 
more attending online. 

OF&G were there in person, our 
business development manager, 
Steven Jacobs picks out some of the 
highlights from spending a few days at 
what is now billed as 'the largest agro-
ecology conference in the world'. 

The ORFC is in the first week after 
the new year, and intended to be an 
alternative to the more mainstream 
Oxford Farming Conference that takes 
place in the same city at the same 
time. 

The 'Real' farming conference has 
grown from a few tens of farmers 
coming together 14 years ago to this 
year where almost two thousand 
people attended from across the UK 
and around the world. 

The State of the Four Nations: UK food 
and farming policy was informative. 

Dan Saladino took part in several 
workshops, and his recent book was 
a really useful talking point (Eating to 
Extinction). 

OF&G had direct involvement in 
several ORFC sessions including: 

New GMOs need new ideas with 
GM Freeze director Liz O’Neill, and 
a session on Participatory Guarantee 
Systems with Suzy Russell (CSA), 
Tamara Schiopu (Tolhurst Organics) 
and Lawrence Woodward OBE (Whole 
Health Agriculture). 

Our policy advisor Christopher Stopes 
who is also co-chair of the English 
Organic Forum spoke in a session on 
Developing the UK Organic Sector, 
Organic Action Plans as strategies 
for growth with Dafydd Owen (Welsh 
Organic Forum), Denise Walton (farmer, 
food producer and ecologist,Scottish 
Borders), Adrian Steele (Soil 
Association and English Organic 
Forum) and Ross Paton (Scottish 
Organic Stakeholders Group). 

The last session Steven attended was 
one of the best he felt he had ever 
attended in several years of going to 

this brilliant grass roots conference. 

‘Seeding Reparations’ was a deep dive 
into the narrative of value exchange 
and wealth distribution aiming to bring 
about a 'collective understanding 
of how we might work together to 
reverse flows of public wealth and 
resources away from destructive 
industry to those harmed by it.'  It 
was fascinating, and was recorded 
for people to view and listen to 
afterwards. 

All the conference details including 
programme and speaker biographies 
are available at https://orfc.org.uk/

And all of the sessions that were 
recorded are available to watch via 
YouTube:

https://www.youtube.com/@
OxfordRealFarming/videos

National Organic Conference 4 July 2023 - SAVE THE DATE
We are putting together the programme for this year's 
organic conference. 

Steven has session proposals from several organisations 
including a look at soil health, establishing new woodland, 
latest organic cropping research and specialist attention to 
the care of your cereal grains. 

If you want to talk about an idea for a 
workshop or about sponsorship and 
event partner opportunities please 
contact the OF&G office and ask for 
Steven. 

This year will be the event’s sixteenth 
anniversary and we are very pleased 
that NOC 2023 will be held at Green 
Acres Farm in Shropshire. 

Green Acres was first certified as an 
organic farm by OF&G in 1999. 

The farm is home to the Lea family who were also our 
hosts in 2018. There have been some fairly big, and quite 
small, but important changes that Mark has made to the 

farm system and his farm business in the intervening years. 

We are delighted to be returning and give Mark an 
opportunity to update you on the Green Acres story. 

Joining us will be the Organic Livestock Marketing Co-
operative, Organic Arable and the Organic Research 

Centre. More names and details will be 
posted in the spring. 

Taking NOC to Mark Lea's farm gives 
us a great platform to show organics 
with his twenty plus years farming 
organically and his new projects 
that included Living Mulch and his 
specialist milling wheats. 

It also allows us to bring more OF&G 
staff to the event. OF&G Certification 
Officers will be on the farm all day 

which gives you, our licensees, the opportunity to have a 
chat which, for some of you and some of the team here at 
OF&G, will mean being able to meet in person for the first 
time.

https://orfc.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/@OxfordRealFarming/videos
https://www.youtube.com/@OxfordRealFarming/videos
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NAME ACTIVITY DATE COMMENT

SJ Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (Defra) + Rural Payments Agency (RPA) 
-  Industry Partnership Group 

29/11/22 Online

SJ The Future of Wheat - Lincoln 30/11/22 In-person

SJ ORFC Session planning 01/12/22 Online

SJ Potato Living Lab 01/12/22 Online

SJ Land Use Framework: Futures Workshop Pilot 01/12/22 Online

SJ SA-OF&G-ORC Test & Trial introduction 1 02/12/22 In-person

SJ IFOAM OE - Follow-up Meeting - New Genetic Tech Survey 01/12/22 Online

SJ Edible Horticulture Roundtable 06/12/22 Online

SJ SA-OF&G-ORC Test & Trial introduction 2 09/12/22 In-person

SJ Defra - Future Farming and Countryside prog 01/12/22 Online

SJ IFOAM Seeds Platform General Assembly 14/12/22 Online

SJ Shropshire Good Food Partnership 15/12/22 In-person

SJ Oxford Real Farming Conference (ORFC) 04/01/23 In-person

SJ ORFC - New GMOs need new ideas 05/01/23 In-person

SJ ORFC - Participatory Guarantee Systems 06/01/23 In-person

SJ Defra - Co-design Team | FFCP 09/01/23 Online

SJ IFOAM Co-Existence Workshop 10/01/23 Online

SJ RPA AESWG (Agri-Environment Stakeholder Working Group) - representing the English 
Organic Forum

10/01/23 Online

SJ Welsh Organic Forum 12/01/23 Online

SJ Shropshire Good Food Partnership 12/01/23 Online

SJ IFOAM Organics Europe  Farmers Group 13/01/23 Online

SJ RPA Industry Partnership Group Meeting 18/01/23 Online

CS Defra Future Farming and Countryside Programme Update 15/11/22 Online

CS European Parliament GMO Free Regions Conference 17/11/22 Online

CS Sustain Small Farms Working Group 22/11/22 Online

CS Organic and Regenerative Soil Association Webinar 2/12/22 Online

CS CPRE Farming and Hedgerows report launch House of Lords 6/12/22 In person

CS Defra Organic & Environmentally Friendly Farming Unit - English Organic Action Plan update 7/12/22 Online 

CS English Organic Forum meeting 8/12/22 Online

CS Sustain AGM 8/12/22 Online

CS Agricultural Productivity: Agricultural Economics Society & Defra conference 9/12/22 In person

CS Defra Future Farming and Countryside Programme Q&A with Janet Hughes 13/12/22 Online

CS Oxford Real Farming Conference - Developing the UK Organic Sector, Organic Action Plans 
as strategies for growth

5/1/23 In person

CS Soil Association Peter Melchett Memorial lecture 19/1/23 In person

CS Green Alliance Conference: Landscape 2050 Making land work for people, nature and 
climate

24/1/23 Online

OF&G policy activity - what we have been up to
SJ - Steven Jacobs / CS - Christopher Stopes 

OF&G Fax Machine
Please note that the office fax machine will be disconnected at the end of March. Due to the advances in technology the 
majority of communications are now via email, and the fax machine is very rarely used. If anyone would have a problem 
with not being able to send a fax please can they contact their Certification Officer to make alternative arrangements.
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OF&G and Organics in the News
Government changes to ELMs could 
be ‘too little too late’ for farmers

In Speciality Food Magazine on 12 
January 2023 our chief executive 
Roger Kerr was quoted in an article 
reporting on 'Changes have been 
announced to the Environmental Land 
Management schemes (ELMs), but 
farmers feel it isn’t enough to help the 
struggling industry.'

“It feels ironic that the increase in SFI 
payments is announced on the same 
day the Met Office reports that the 
UK’s record-breaking annual average 
temperature of more than 10°C in 
2022. 

“This alarming data seems only to 
highlight the lack of any coherent 
policy to address the challenges we 
face; showing once again that our 
country’s policymakers seem intent on 
delivering too little, too late. 

“Surely the hottest year on record is 
a concrete indicator that government 
must enact wider, more progressive 
and forward-thinking policies around 
agriculture and food production in 
order to arrest climate change and 
address the decimation of our natural 
wildlife.”

For the full article - https://www.
specialityfoodmagazine.com/news/
government-changes-elms-too-late-
farmers

EVENTS
11-12 February 2023

Our business development manager 
Steven Jacobs will be taking part in 
this year's Seed Gathering, hosted by 
the Gaia Foundation - 

https://www.gaiafoundation.org/
seed-gathering-2023/

EU report highlights how organic 
growth benefits the environment 
and society

In their report published on 18th 
January 2023: “Organic farming in 
the EU: a decade of growth”, the 
European Commission’s Directorate 
General for Agriculture and Rural 
Development has highlighted the 
increase in organically managed land, 
and the market for organic products 
in the EU. With an average of 9.1% of 
the agricultural area organic in the EU 
in 2020, the report reveals how far 
behind the UK lags with only 2.9% of 
our land managed organically in 2022.

The EU Farm to Fork Strategy is 
ambitious, targeting 25% of Europe’s 
land to be managed organically by 
2030. The EU Organic Action Plan 
provides a clear strategic approach to 
achieve this target.

Recognising that organic farming can 
help achieve the ambition of the bloc 
has a huge positive impact on the 
European organic sector – it would be 
good to get a similar fillip in the UK.

The focus on organic farming – in 
market development and policy 
– provided by the report gives 
confidence to organic farmers. 
It shows how the climate and 
biodiversity targets we must meet 
are enabled by the clear and legally 
enforced organic farming standards. 
And it reminds us of how organic 
farmers produce healthy food that is 
recognised and demanded by many 
consumers in Europe.

This new EU report and the supportive 
context for organic in Europe contrasts 
with the rather lacklustre view 
taken in the UK. Clear support and 
encouragement for organic farmers 
is generally lacking from Defra. The 

situation in Wales and Scotland is 
more positive. In the face of the fact 
that organic farming can contribute to 
meeting the government’s targets for 
the environment so why does Defra 
continue to sit on its hands whilst 
our closest neighbours are going full 
steam ahead?

The flagship Defra Environmental 
Land Management (ELM) scheme 
is yet to provide coherent policies; 
there remains no mention of organic 
farming in ELM and no progress on 
the organic standard promised for 
the SFI. The abandonment of Local 
Nature Recovery in favour of a revived 
Countryside Stewardship+ (CS+) 
approach provides an opportunity 
for ELM that OF&G sees as a positive 
step. Support for organic conversion 
and maintenance is included in 
CS, although payment rates and 
conditions must be developed in CS+ 
so there is parity between options 
available to organic and non-organic 
farmers.

It is understood that Defra has been 
working on an Organic Action Plan 
that lays out clear objectives, but 
this has yet to get the approval of 
ministers. With the boost to the 
organic sector across the Channel 
provided by the upbeat EU report we 
urgently need a similar supportive 
context for organic in the UK. There 
is plenty of evidence to show that 
organic is a viable approach to 
meeting the twin and linked climate 
and biodiversity challenges.

If you are involved in an event 
please let Steven know and we can 
add it to our list to share via the 
newsletter and online at 
ofgorganic.org 

steven@ofgorganic.org

Market Information
Grain Prices: 
Courtesy of Andrew 
Trump, Organic Arable
The two big beasts in the organic 
world the US and Germany with 
€45 and €12 Billion in retail sales 
respectively [Source: IFOAM The 

World of organic agriculture – 
statistics and emerging trends 2021] 
are reporting they are feeling the 
effects of the economic downturn 
with both reporting falls in their 
organic food sales.  The Germans 
are reporting a 4.1 % reduction in the 
organic food market by the end of 
October ‘22 and the US reporting that 

fresh produce sales volume fell by 
3.7% through ‘22 (although value grew 
by 3%). 

The UK doesn’t have any published 
data for 2022 but anecdotally 
the industry here is seeing similar 
challenges with feed companies 
reporting their volumes are down 
and flour millers too indicating their 

https://www.specialityfoodmagazine.com/news/government-changes-elms-too-late-farmers
https://www.specialityfoodmagazine.com/news/government-changes-elms-too-late-farmers
https://www.specialityfoodmagazine.com/news/government-changes-elms-too-late-farmers
https://www.specialityfoodmagazine.com/news/government-changes-elms-too-late-farmers
https://www.gaiafoundation.org/seed-gathering-2023/
https://www.gaiafoundation.org/seed-gathering-2023/
mailto:steven%40ofgorganic.org?subject=
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demand is lower.  The tendency 
of the organic market in the UK to 
report performance based upon value 
rather than volume is a problem as 
it hides what is happening at a farm 
level.  Looking at grain sales for the 
last quarter on a value basis and 
making a year-on-year comparison 
could suggest that “sales are up about 
55%” but this is purely highlighting the 
difference in grain values between the 
two periods, but as suggested above 
demand is waning.

The recent  Sustain report "Unpicking 
Food Prices" which examines the 
proportion of the retail price of food 
items is paid to the farmer with eyes 
immediately scanning down to find the 
cereal products represented by bread.  
The report indicates that the farmer 
receives 8% of the retail price of an 
800g sliced load which it stated retails 
at £1.14.  For an organic sliced loaf 
(Sainsbury's sell an 800g wholemeal 
version of £2.10, or £260 for a Kg).  
This would be £2600 per tonne and 
back in March 2022 (when the report 
was researched) organic farmers were 
receiving about £360 per tonne and 
so this would have been about 13% 
of the retail cost of the loaf.  Earlier in 
the season this might have been £330 
that was paid but this would still have 
been 12% so perhaps organically we 
share the value chain better than the 
conventional market does.

The May 23 wheat futures closed on 
20th January 2023 at £226.50 and on 
24th Feb 2022 the day of the invasion 
of Ukraine the same market traded at 
£227.00 so can we conclude that the 
UK wheat market has recovered from 
the shock of the Ukrainian invasion?

Certainly organic imported feed 
wheat is being offered at levels that 
value wheat on farm below £400 
per tonne and the weakening of the 
conventional market suggest that 
values are likely to soften further.  
One miller who recently bought some 
wheat suggested he has more to buy 
but feels values will soften.

see https://www.organicarable.
co.uk/arable for more information.

Please keep an eye on our blog www.
organicarable.co.uk/blog 
01638 744144 / 07980 955490
@organicarable

Organic Livestock 
Trends: OLMC
ORGANIC STORE REPORT
There has been a surge in cattle 
numbers on the market from late 
December into early January and 
these cattle have been sold on a very 
strong trade. Cattle have come onto 
the market mainly from areas that 
experienced the long summer drought 
and have been sold into areas where 
there are still adequate forage stocks 
still available. The demand has been 
strong and prices high, mainly due to 
the very buoyant finished price that 
has continued to rise into January, 
when we would normally see a stable 
if not subdued price.

I reported in the last newsletter that 
smaller cattle were in less demand, 
however we now see an uptake in 
graziers requiring smaller, 300 – 400 
kg cattle, a trend that will continue to 
grow as we approach spring.

It’s hard to see where store prices 
will go in the next six months but as 
I highlighted in my last report, we 
are seeing a reduction in breeding 
stock, particularly amongst organic 
producers.

The sheep trade remains subdued, 
and store lambs, as you would expect, 
are now almost sold.

We are always happy to discuss your 
marketing options for any class of 
stock.

Contact 01829 730580 or: 
Peter Jones - 07720 892922
David Bostock - 07734 808050

OLMC FINISHED STOCK

Organic Prime Beef Cattle 
The prime stock market remained 
steady throughout the Christmas 
period. The flow of slaughter stock 
was hampered a little by fewer killing 
days due to Christmas holidays which 
delayed cattle movements for some 
producers by a couple of weeks.

Demand has increased as we get into 
January and OLMC will be looking for 
further supplies of prime organic cattle 
from February onwards to fulfill current 
projected demands.

Many will be trying to assess forage 
stocks at this time, the general picture 
being that the situation will be tight. 
Another hot dry summer would not be 

welcome, as there will be little carry 
over.

Generally we are receiving well 
finished stock, however weights are 
slightly lower than other years, yet 
again a likely consequence of last 
summer.

Average R4L Organic UTM in spec @ 
510p/kg deadweight.

Organic Cull Cows

The demand for cull cows has 
increased through January. The price 
has firmed as supplies have become 
shorter. Processor demand for cull 
cow meat has continued at its pre-
Christmas levels and would look to 
increase as sales of cheaper cuts of 
meat to the consumer grow stronger.

Average R4L Organic OTM Cow in 
spec @ 400p/kg deadweight.

Lamb
Post-Christmas demand for organic 
lamb has been disappointing, this 
coupled with a flush of organic 
finished lambs creating over supply, 
has weakened the trade levels.

One factor that has upset the flow of 
supplies are the cold snaps we have 
experienced. These have not helped 
the forage situation, killing off or 
slowing down cover crops and roots in 
many parts of the country.

The price will move forward but looks 
to be at a slower pace than we have  
experienced in past years.

Average R3L organic OSL in spec @ 
540p/kg

Finished Stock Marketing office: 
01763 250313 / olmc@olmc.co.uk
Tim Leigh: 07850 366404 
James Doel:07741 248928

Organic Dairy 
Report: Courtesy of 
Rob Daykin, Daykin 
Partnership Ltd.
Will the organic milk price remain 
more robust than conventional?

Last year the parlous state of the 
organic milk market resulted in many 
dairy farmers quitting the sector 
altogether, or reverting to conventional 
production. The main driver of that 
was the economics of organic milk 
compared to that of conventional 

https://www.organicarable.co.uk/arable
https://www.organicarable.co.uk/arable
http://www.organicarable.co.uk/blog
http://www.organicarable.co.uk/blog
http://organicarable.co.uk
https://twitter.com/organicarable
mailto:olmc%40olmc.co.uk?subject=
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milk – it really wasn’t economic at 
all and the price gap between the 
two sectors closed markedly, to the 
narrowest it has ever been at around 
7%. To compare, in 2021 there was a 
24% premium and in 2020 it was 33%.

As a result of the significant 
unprofitability in the sector, organic 
milk volumes collapsed to extremely 
low levels compared to previous 
years, with typical declines compared 
to last year of between 12 to 15% in 
some weeks. Currently the last 50 
days of milk production (covering late 
November to mid-January) is down 
12% on last year (see graph).

Now, though, it looks as if the gap 
between conventional and organic 
will widen again. That’s because 
conventional milk volumes have 
soared over the last few months on 
the back of extremely high milk prices, 
while at the same time consumer and 
export demand for dairy products has 
fallen. Some processors are saying 
demand has “totally collapsed”.

Market returns for butter, cream, 
cheese and powders have fallen 
through the floor and the current 
price projections from the real traded 
market and the futures prices suggest 
prices could end up being in the low 
30p range. Or even below. Already 
there have been several conventional 
milk price cuts, but these are currently 
modest as farmgate prices in Q1 of 
2023 were determined by commodity 
prices in late Q3 and Q4 of 2022, 
and prices were much higher then. 
Conventional milk price prospects for 
Q2 and Q3 2023 are currently terrible 
– some processors and analysts are 
stating that 12 to 15p might have to be 

cut from their farmgate prices, in fact. 
They are not exaggerating.

The big questions therefore is this: 
can organic farmers expect their 
prices to fall in a similar way? Or will 
organic remain firmer?

Well I think it would be naïve to 
assume that there won’t be some 
price falls, as it is almost certain that 
consumer pressures won’t have by-
passed organic altogether.

To try and answer the above price 
question, though, we have to hope 
that life returns to more normal times 
than we have seen recently, and that 
the premium organic milk has seen 
over conventional over the last few 
years also returns to more normal 
levels. That has been around 20 to 
30%. If it does, and the conventional 
price falls to as low as 32p (which 
looks very low at the moment, but IS 
being talked about!) then the organic 
price should stay in the 40p range. 
Theoretically at least!

But much will depend on the degree 
to which organic milk is being sold 
into the conventional pool. When 
the gap between the conventional 
milk price and the organic price 
was narrow this doesn’t necessary 
matter too much, but when the gap 
widens, so will the losses. In Europe, 
for example, Lactalis is selling as 
much as 40% of its organic milk as 
conventional because demand has 
dropped off so much, and it is also the 
case in other markets.

The UK fares better, and is fairly 
balanced between supply and 
demand and the recent fall in organic 
volumes will help to keep the market 

in balance over the next few months, 
especially during the flush.

However the Arla price is governed 
not just what happens in the UK 
but what happens in Europe, and in 
some of those over-supplied markets. 
OMSCo’s price also depends on 
its balancing outlets, and its export 
revenues, while Muller’s price is very 
UK-centric and linked entirely to 
demand for liquid milk.

There are challenges on every 
front on every market, say organic 
processors, and the reality is there is 
very little chance that life will return to 
normal to restore the organic premium 
to what it was.

But given organic milk isn’t nearly as 
oversupplied as conventional milk is 
right now, and given the higher milk 
prices for organic milk at retail level, 
there’s every reason to be optimistic 
the organic milk price will remain more 
robust than the conventional price, 
and that the gap between the two will 
increase again.

But whether it will be enough to start 
to grow organic volumes again, I 
doubt. There needs to be a lot more 
confidence injected into the sector 
going forward for that to happen, I’d 
say, and a lot more consumer demand 
for organic on which to base that 
confidence.

01327 264962 / 07815 741547
rob@daykinpartnership.co.uk

OLMC - Sheep
A summing-up of the 2022 lamb 
trade by Iain Turner.

It all started so well this year. That’s 
what many sheep keepers were 
saying when they finished lambing. 
Crops had generally been good, 
and fortunately for most shepherds, 
there were none of those awful days 
and nights when both wind and 
rain combine causing lambs to get 
separated from their mothers, and 
turning what was a very decent lamb 
crop into a very ordinary one.

With UK inflation running at around 
10% during the last few months

flock owners would have settled for 
that but with lamb creep increasing by 
around £100 per ton, fertilizer more 
than doubling in price and massive 
fuel prices increases, profitability 
could only remain at 2021 levels if 
lamb prices improved. Unfortunately 
this didn’t happen and for several 
periods this year we have seen 
finished lamb prices below last year’s 
levels.

For those farmers who finish their 
lambs off grass, the lack of rain meant 
using some of their silage ground, and 
by September even lowland flocks 
were eating into winter rations to 
maintain body condition in their ewes 

at tupping. There are already reports

circulating that there will be more 
barren ewes this autumn as a direct 
result of the drought. This lack of early 
lambs could help those farmers who 
have purchased long keep lambs as it 
could boost the late hogget trade.

Overall the number of Hogget and 
lambs slaughtered are 2.2% up on last 
year, and November did see finished 
lamb prices firm, but before we get 
too excited fat lamb prices are still 
9% below last year and although it 
looks as though feed prices will level 
off, nobody would like to say where 
agricultural inflation is going..

https://www.olmc.co.uk/blog/

mailto:rob%40daykinpartnership.co.uk?subject=
https://www.olmc.co.uk/blog/
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Updated approved inputs

Recently awarded approved inputs
A full list of approved inputs appears on our website https://ofgorganic.org/useful-info/approved-suppliers

Approved Inputs

SUPPLIER WEBSITE / EMAIL CATEGORY
Biological Preparations T/A Agriprep Ltd general@biologicalpreparations.com Silage Additive

Veolia ES (UK) Ltd andrew.weeks@veolia.com Bedding Material

Stoller Europe, S.L.U. https://stollerseurope.com/ Fertilisers, Foliar Treatment, Plant Health Product

Doff Portland Ltd https://www.doff.co.uk/ Pest Control, Fertilisers

The Magic Molecule Company Ltd https://themagicmoleculeco.co.uk Plant Health Product

Gromax Industries Ltd http://www.gromax.co.uk/ Weed Control

Realistic Agri Ltd https://www.realisticagri.com/ Processing Aids

Crossgates Bioenergetics Ltd https://www.crossgateshealth.co.uk/ Animal Feed Additives

Hygeia http://www.mygardenexpert.com Plant Health Product, Fertilisers

Herban UK Limited https://www.herban.co.uk/ Animal Feed Supplements

B & W Feeds (Mobile) Ltd https://www.bwfeeds.com/ Vitamins, minerals and trace elements, Animal Feed 
additives

Ecoworm Limited https://ecoworm.co.uk/ Fertilisers

Aphaeas Agriculture Ltd https://aphaeas-agri.com/ Soil Conditioners

Unium Bioscience Ltd https://www.uniumbioscience.com Fertilisers

Pre-Treatment Solutions Ltd http://www.healthyhoovesuk.com/ Animal Health Product

Agrimax PTE Ltd http://www.agrimax.com.sg Plant Health Product

Volac International Ltd https://www.volac.com/ Silage Additive

Greenworld Sales Ltd david@greenworldsales.co.uk Soil Conditioner, Composts

Calysta UK Ltd https://calysta.com Animal Feed Material

Arisaco Group FZC http://arisaco.com Ingredients

Bio Ag Limited http://www.independentsoils.co.uk/ Soil Conditioners

Soil Fertility Services Limited http://www.independentsoils.co.uk/ Plant Health Product, Soil Conditioner, Animal Feed 
additives, Slurry treatment

SUPPLIER WEBSITE / EMAIL CATEGORY
Novozymes A/S https://www.novozymes.com/en Fungicide

Fertimar Mineração E Navegação SA http://www.primasea.com/home Fertilisers

Russell Bio Solutions Ltd https://russellbio.net Insect Control

Items wanted -  continued on insert

MISCELLANEOUS/EMPLOYMENT

Share dairy 
farmer

Exciting opportunity to share farm a 200 cow, organic, robotically 
milked, all year round calved, grazed black and white herd on Kent 
Sussex border. Contact for more details

Ian Bowman 07847 300320 Tunbridge Wells, 
Kent

Work wanted Experienced Organic vegetable farmworker seeks work anywhere in 
the UK.

Paul Smith 07930 805670 Oxford, 
Oxfordshire

Assistant Grower 
at Radford Mill 
Farm, Somerset

The Assistant grower will be assisting with all aspects of organic 
vegetable and orchard growing. This includes propagation, 
polytunnel, outdoor, and tractor-based field scale production. 
Accommodation: On-site accommodation is available. More 
information about this during the interview process. Please send a 
cover letter, CV, and references to Lucas at radfordmillveg@gmail.com

Lucas 
Ashland

07305 323964 Radford, Somerset

LAND AND GRAZING WANTED

Organic Land  
required for  
Poultry

Capestone Organic  Poultry Ltd  is  looking for Organic  land to 
expand the  poultry placements in  Pembrokeshire, Carmarthenshire 
and Ceredigion. The land should have good accessibility for 
articulated lorries and a clean source of water.  Minimum  requirement 
is at least 10 acres.

Viran 07832 854012 Haverfordwest, 
Pembs
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If you have any concerns or queries please do not 
hesitate to contact your Certification Officer

Grass and/or Forage Seed 
Mixtures
At the end of 2022 Defra confirmed 
to all Control Bodies (CBs) that the 
percentage organic inclusion in a grass 
and/or forage seed mixture will remain 
at 70% for the year 2023.

Unlike other non-organic seeds, when 
using a grass and/or forage seed 
mixture containing at least 70% organic 
inclusion an approval does not to be 
applied for prior to sowing. However, 
the paperwork must be submitted and 
approval granted in good time before 
your next inspection by completing 
Record Sheet 4a in full. These mixtures 
must not contain the same variety 
of seed in both organic and non-
organic form. Failure to ensure these 
requirements have been met may 
result in removal of status of the crop.

Seed Approval Process
As a general principle, where crops 
are being grown the seed used for 
these should come from organic 
production. However, where it is not 
possible to source organic seed, 
producers may apply for authorisation 
to use non-organic, untreated seed 
under certain conditions in line with 
Article 45 of Retained Regulation 
889/2008. To allow farmers to source 
organic seed more easily a database 
of available seed is provided. This 
database, managed by a third party, 
is updated regularly by the seed 
suppliers providing details of their 
organic seed availability. You can find 
the seeds database at https://www.
organicxseeds.co.uk/

Authorisations to use non-organic 
untreated seed may be given in the 
following situations:

a)  Where no variety of the species 
you wish to use is available in the 
Organicxseeds database;

b)  Where no supplier of organic seed 
is able to deliver to the farm within a 
reasonable time for sowing;

c)  Where the variety you wish to 
use is not listed as available on the 
Organicxseeds database and you can 
provide justification that the organic 
varieties listed are not appropriate;

d)  Where the variety grown is for use 
in research, small scale field trials or 
variety conservation;

e)  Part of a grass and/or forage 
mixture (see above Grass and/or 
Forage Seed Mixtures);

f)  Seed for seed multiplication.

Where point c) is identified as the 
reason for applying for approval for 
non-organic seed this must be justified 
by providing an agronomic reason why 
the varieties available as organic in 
the Organicxseeds database are not 
suitable. 

In all cases - excluding e) above - 
approval must be obtained prior to 
the sowing of the crop, preferably 
prior to the purchase of any seed. 
To apply for approval you must 
complete the relevant section of 
Record Sheet 4a including all details 
requested and forward this to your 
Certification Officer. They will assess 
the information and where approved 
provide you with an approval notice, 
which will be checked at your next 
inspection. Once approval has been 
granted OF&G are required to send 
the information on the approval to 
Defra via the Organicxseeds database 
managers.

Husbandry Approvals
Husbandry practices such as 
disbudding of calves or tail docking 
of lambs may be authorised by the 
competent authority (Defra) for reasons 
of safety or to improve the health, 
welfare or hygiene of the animals. 
However, an approval must be in 
place to justify why the procedures are 
deemed necessary.

Therefore any livestock farmers 
who wish to carry out husbandry 
procedures, such as tail docking of 
lambs or disbudding of calves, must 
have an approval from the OF&G office 
in place to cover the procedures.

Approval requests must be submitted 
using OF&G Record Sheet 9 – 
Restricted Practice and Material 
Approval Form, accompanied by the 
relevant page/s of the Animal Health 
Plan that covers the procedures 
required. These must be supplied 
to the OF&G office so that the 
Certification Officer can assess the 
request and hopefully renew or issue 
the appropriate approval.

Please also note that husbandry 
approval requests are only valid for 
a specific period of time.  You must 
submit a further approval request if the 
previous approval has expired.

If you have any questions regarding 
this process please contact your 
Certification Officer.

Producers
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Processors
Additional Controls on exports 
of Turmeric/Curcuma from 
GB to the EU and Northern 
Ireland.
The European Commission (EC) has 
announced new import controls on 
organic turmeric/curcuma exported 
from GB to the EU and Northern Ireland 
from 1 January 2023.

The reassessment of the risk of 
occurrence of non-compliances has 
led to the conclusion that additional 
control and reporting measures are 
now necessary for certain products 
being imported into the EU. These 
increased control measures are 
necessary to ensure the compliance of 
products with Article 45 of Regulation 
(EU) No 2018/848.  

One of those products is turmeric/
curcuma originating from the UK. Any 
exports of turmeric/curcuma (CN codes 
0910 30 00 and 2106 90 92) from 
the UK to the EU or Northern Ireland 
are now subject to additional control 
measures, and operators should plan 
accordingly. 

These new controls will require 
certification bodies to test 10% of 
consignments before export, to carry 
out 2 physical inspections of each 
relevant GB exporter per year, one 
of which shall be unannounced and 
collect additional information on 
product flows, traceability and financial 
documentation.

OF&G may need to make an additional 
charge for any sampling and testing, 
and for any additional inspections we 
are required to carry out.

If you currently export or intend to 
export these products to the EU or 
Northern Ireland in 2023 please 
contact your Certification Officer as 
soon as possible.

Update to the Annex IV online 
list
Defra have made changes to the 
Annex IV list of recognised third 
country Control Bodies.

They have removed recognition for 
a number of Control Bodies, either 
because the CBs did not wish to 

reapply for recognition, did not provide 
an application or send the extra 
documents requested by Defra.

Certificates of Inspections (COIs) 
issued by those CBs before 1 January 
2023 will still be accepted for imports 
into Great Britain, COIs issued from 1 
January 2023 by these Control Bodies 
will be stopped at the border.

There have also been changes to 
some of the Control Bodies’ addresses 
and approved third countries and 
product categories.

The updated online list and list of 
Annex III list of Third Countries and 
Territories can be found here: Organic 
registers: lists of third countries or 
territories, control bodies and control 
authorities - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Trade Statistics (Non-EU 
Trade)
Following the UK’s exit from the EU 
the UK has negotiated a number of 
equivalence agreements with countries 
for export of organic goods. As part 
of that process the UK is required to 
provide each of those countries with 
a report of products exported under 
those agreements. OF&G is required to 
provide this data to Defra by the end of 
February of each year. 

If you are exporting organic goods to 
any of the following countries we will 
be required to supply data to Defra:

Australia, Canada, Chilli, Israel, Japan, 
New Zealand, Switzerland, Tunisia, 
South Korea and the United States of 
America. 

We ask that you contact your 
Certification Officer to discuss and 
ensure we have the correct information 
for supplying to Defra.

The information required is:

Third country/

Territory

Type of Product 
& CN Code to 
4-digit level

Volume (Net 
Weight) in kg

Follow this 5-step guide to 
certify your cosmetic products 
with NATRUE! 
OF&G have been certifying finished 
cosmetic products under the NATRUE 
standard for a couple of years now. 

NATRUE has created a new infographic 
that includes 5 steps to certify finished 
cosmetic products under the NATRUE 
standard. Have a look:  https://natrue.
org/follow-this-5-step-guide-to-
certify-your-cosmetic-products-with-
natrue/

Frequented Asked Questions:

• Description: 'finished cosmetic 
products'

Certification is for producers, third-
party manufacturers and brand 
owners who wish to place a finished 
cosmetic product (B2C) on the market 
certified to the NATRUE Label criteria 
requirements as either natural or 
organic.

• Costs

NATRUE label fee: €220/certified 
product for a 2-year certificate. If more 
than 100 products are certified, then 
the label fee is €170/certified product 
for a 2-year certificate.

• Finished cosmetic products 
database

NATRUE cares about transparency. For 
this reason, their database is publicly 
available for everyone.

http://www.gov.uk
https://natrue.org/follow-this-5-step-guide-to-certify-your-cosmetic-products-with-natrue/
https://natrue.org/follow-this-5-step-guide-to-certify-your-cosmetic-products-with-natrue/
https://natrue.org/follow-this-5-step-guide-to-certify-your-cosmetic-products-with-natrue/
https://natrue.org/follow-this-5-step-guide-to-certify-your-cosmetic-products-with-natrue/
https://www.natrue.org/our-standard/natrue-certified-world/
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CATTLE FOR SALE

Aberdeen Angus 
cross store cattle

Aberdeen Angus cross store cattle, tb4 area. Please phone for further 
details

Ray Calvert 01748 886412 Richmond, N Yorks

Five belted 
Galloway stores 
for sale

Just coming off rough grazing, not far off fat, between 25-28 months 
old.

James Irving 01697 371217 / 
07579 009490

Wigton, Cumbria

Store cattle Organic Hereford, Hereford  x Bullocks and Heifers available. Around 
17 months old. Photos and video can be sent

Trevor 
Wheeler

07799 681134 Craven Arms, 
Shropshire

Beef Shorthorn 
Cows with Calves

IN CALF Beef Shorthorn cows with calves at foot. Pedigree. TB4 T.J. Oliver 07885 203066 Hexham, 
Northumberland

Beef Shorthorn 
Bulling Heifers

Beef Shorthorn Bulling Heifers. Pedigree. TB4 T.J. Oliver 07885 203066 Hexham, 
Northumerland

Hereford Bull DOB 02/07/2019. Done three seasons with us so time to move on. In 
excellent health and with v. good temperament. Located in Aberaeron 
SA46

John 
Edwards

07535 646187 Aberaeron, 
Ceredigion

Bbx heifers 3 organic bbx heifers would make lovely cows. 26 to 28 months old in 
good condition.

Sion 07900 538889 Machynlleth, 
Powys

FEEDSTUFFS AND FORAGE FOR SALE

Organic Hay for 
sale Kent

4 string rectangle bales of meadow grass available. can load Ian Bowman 07847 300320 Tunbridge Wells, 
Kent

Feed Oats for 
sale

Organic feed oats for sale near Monmouth.  About 10-12 tonnes. 
Buyer collects.

Teona 
Dorrien-
Smith

01600 780501 Monmouth, 
Monmouthshire

Hay Organic ryegrass clover mix, baled in 2022, 4 string 50/80cm. 
Loading available, £100 ton.

John Hatton 07803 721236 Chelmsford, Essex

Fodder Beet Organic Fodder Beet for sale. Location Devon. Nationwide haulage 
available.

Johnathan 
Andrew

07771 512906 Tiverton, Devon

Organic Feed 
Oats

27 tonne of organic feed oats available T J Oliver 07885 203066 Hexham, 
Northumberland

Small Bale 
Organic Meadow 
Hay Cut 2022

Small bale hay made in glorious weather in July 2022. Barn stored 
200 bales available, heavy good-sized bales.

Claire 07802 432539 Honiton, Devon

Small bale hay. Small bale hay for sale. £4 a bale. Near Denbigh, North Wales. Owain 
Noble

07919 652806 Denbigh, Conwy

Organic Feed 
Spring Oats

Approx 50t of organic feed oats for sale in Scottish Borders. Barbara 07736 855116 Eyemouth, 
Berwickshire

Organic Oats; 
Wheat & Barley

Organic Oats, Wheat & Barley for sale direct from farmer. Stenigot 
Estate Co

07789 098498 Louth, Lincolnshire

organic meadow 
hay

4'' bales, collection from yard Jay Wilde 01335 370238 Ashbourne, 
Deryshire

123 tonnes 
In-Conversion 
Spring Oats

123 tonnes of Soil Association certified In-Conversion Yukon Spring 
Oats for sale. Cleaned, dried to below 14%MC  and cooled to below 
5 degrees, bright oats with specific weight of 52.5. Price £260/t or 
nearest offer, ex farm. Nr. Craven Arms, Shropshire.

James 
Hughes

07967 222339 Craven Arms, 
Shropshire

Meadow hay Meadow hay. Big square bales. 6 stringers. Nice hay 100 available. 
£40 a bale. Also small bales available. Sherborne. Dorset.

Barry Turner 07813 985665 Sherborne, Dorset

Organic Oat 
Straw

Approx 200 round bales of Oat straw. Baled in good weather, fine for 
eating.

Philip 
Wadsworth

07974 387663 Thirsk, N Yorks

Items for sale
Note: Purchasers should always check the current certificate and the status with the vendor. OF&G cannot take 
responsibility for any stock, items or services sold through this service. Advertisements are accepted at OF&G’s discretion.
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Items wanted
SHEEP WANTED

Wanted lambs Wanted lambs to fatten David 07392 854895 Leicester

Mules wanted Northcountry mules lambs foot in spring or in lamb now David 07392 854895 Leicester

CATTLE WANTED

Organic Store 
Cattle and Store 
Lambs Wanted

The Organic Livestock Marketing Co-operative (OLMC) are looking 
for all categories of organic store cattle and store lambs from all over 
the UK

Peter Jones 07720 892922 Tarporley, 
Cheshire

Wagyu cattle We are looking for wagyu cattle all ages. Would be interested in 
linking up with another farm that could supply a regular number of 
reared wagyu calves. Preferably in the south of England.

Peter Grace 07980 524739 Stockbridge, 
Hampshire

Organic, Farm 
Assured U30mth 
Fat Cattle Wanted

Organic U30mth, Farm Assurred fat cattle wanted. Finished Bullocks 
and Heifers, both beef and dairy bred. Beef and Dairy cows. 
Competitive prices for all cattle. Contact for more information.

Charles 
Dean/ David 
Lightfoot

07980 711599 / 
08001 971037

Ellesmere, 
Shropshire

Red Devon cattle We are trying to source organic Red Devon cattle. 12 - 24 months. Steve 
Chamberlain

07876 390231 Truro, Cornwall

Store cattle 
wanted

I'm looking for organic stores 12 months+. If anyone not too far from 
me has anything they are thinking of selling then please let me know. 

Peter Cole 07833 927084 Holsworthy, Devon

Organic dairy 
cross calves 
wanted

Organic Dairy beef calves wanted. Will purchase after 10 days old. 
Preferably spring calved. Within a few hours of Hampshire/ West 
Sussex. In the past have bought around 120 in batches of 18ish.

Angus 
Sprackling

07711 843476 Portsmouth, Hants

FEEDSTUFFS AND FORAGE WANTED

Round bale hay 
wanted near 
Stroud

Looking for 20-30 x round bale hay near Stroud, Gloucestershire. Nat Torsch, 
Stroud Micro 
Dairy

07377 075049 Stroud, 
Gloucestershire

DAIRY CATTLE FOR SALE

20 x 2-3 month 
old heifers for 
sale

20 Organic Heifers Calves 2-3 months old. Breed: British 3- way 
cross Holstein cross Friesian cross Swedish-Red. Only For Sale as 
overstocked. Please Call for more Details.

Graham 
Rowles or 
Matthew 
Davies

07717 510338 
(GR) or 07966 
146528 (MD)

Chichester, W 
Sussex

Spring calving 
heifers for sale

21 in calf heifers for sale. Calving Feb/March. British friesan and 
British friesan jersey crosses. In calf to pedigree Hereford bull. Please 
contact Huw Lewis on 01239 810284 or 07870 196082

Huw Lewis 01239 810284 / 
07870 196082

Cardigan, 
Ceredigion

12 BF x KIWIX in 
calf heifers & 10 
KIWIX BULLING 
HEIFERS

LIC bred heifers. From closed herd. Incalf to AA due February/March. 
High fertility status. Fantastic condition. Surplus to needs.

Toby 
Ansdell

07785 397678 Barnstable, Devon

SHEEP FOR SALE

MV accredited 
New Zealand 
Romney ewe 
lambs

Outdoor lambing on forage based system Alan Robert 
Derryman

07976 624611 Sidbury, Devon

North of England 
mule ewe lambs

North of England mule ewe lambs. Please phone for further details. Ray Calvert 01748 886412 Richmond, N Yorks

Swaledale ewe 
lambs

Swaledale ewe lambs. Please phone for further details Ray Calvert 01748 886412 Richmond, N Yorks

Organic store/
ewe lambs

Organic store/ewe lambs for sale. Approx 100 lleyn x ewe lambs. Main 
flock is Lleyn with a few Zwartbles and Charolais, Lleyn, Highlander 
rams used. All April born and grass fed. Averaging 36-39kg. Call or 
email for more information.

Paul 
Crawley

07970 149467 Slindon, W Sussex

Biodynamic/
Organic pedigree 
katmoget 
Shetland 
breeding ram

Beautiful ram born 2020. We have a flock of 3 ewes and a ram on 
a small farm for a special education college. This ram successfully 
tupped the ewes last year and all are in lamb again this year, but he 
can be a bit aggressive towards people so we have decided we need 
to find a new one.

Josh 07814 076247
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