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General News
UKRAINE
Clearly everyone is acutely aware 
of the crisis unfolding in Ukraine 
at the moment. I don’t think any 
of us can really comprehend the 
horror people in that country are 
having to face day in and day out 
at the moment, and I know many 
of us feel frustrated that there is 
so little any of us can do to help.
The war is however impacting us 
at home. Prior to the war energy 
prices were already set to increase 
significantly this year and the war 
has just exacerbated these and 
other problems even further. Ukraine 
is the biggest exporter of organic 
feed wheat to Europe and while 
imports from Ukraine fell by 44% in 
2020, the impact of the loss of this 
and other organic raw materials is 
having an impact across the whole of 
UK agriculture. We understand that 
feed merchants and importers have 
cover for the next few weeks but the 
impact on availability would appear 
to be looming from May onward. We 
are in continuous contact with many 
of those that are affected and are in 
discussions with Defra about what 
provisions we can make. As yet we 
have not agreed anything as the 
position is incredibly dynamic but rest 
assured we are working on ways to 
mitigate any issues as much as we 
can. We will keep you updated but if 
you have issues, and haven’t already 
contacted us, please do get in touch 
with your CO. 

There is however now a wider 
narrative emerging around the 

need to further intensify agricultural 
production at the expense of the 
environment. It is however important 
to recognise that the intensification 
of agriculture will not in itself produce 
more food. A recent study from Iowa 
State University showed that in the 
short run, food production doesn’t 
respond much to prices. If prices 
double wheat production goes up 
by just 3.5%. As things stand with 
input costs increasing, while produce 
prices are also increasing the overall 
margin remains unchanged. Non-
organic farmers use optimum inputs 
anyway and spreading more fertiliser 
and agrochemicals in itself does not 
guarantee higher yields - although 
it does guarantee higher profits to 
the agricultural input companies. If 
we want to move towards a more 
resilient UK food system then we need 
to move away from not only grain 
imports from more volatile areas of the 
world to much greater UK domestic 
production (if only we had a free trade 
agreement with the EU) but also inputs 
(80% of artificial nitrogen is imported 
and is made from natural gas). All 
phosphate is imported and much of 
the potash.

What is also critical to recognise is 
that coming out of the other side 
of this we will still need to protect 
pollinators, soils and mitigate against 
significant and volatile weather effects. 
Intensifying agriculture at this point will 
do nothing to facilitate this, in fact it 
will simply worsen the already parlous 
state of UK soils, biodiversity and 



For your Organic Business2

OF&G push for policy recognition with launch of Organic Manifesto 
OF&G has published a manifesto ‘Championing organic within farming policy’ to highlight the 
key advantages of the organic approach in response to the unprecedented transitional upheaval 
in the farming sector. 
Chief executive, Roger Kerr, believes “There are concerns 
that terms like regenerative and agroecological, which 
lack legally defined, whole-system standards, will create 
increasing confusion around what they do and don’t deliver. 
We are asking that organic, with its proven ‘real world’ 
evidence of delivery, is given clear and unambiguous 
recognition. Policymakers must acknowledge organic’s 
potential to contribute to the wider challenge we all face, 
in alleviating the social and environmental impacts of our 
farming and food system,”

The blueprint sets out the case for why policymakers should 
consider organic and to help farmers, food businesses and 
consumers recognise the benefits organic delivers to food 
and farming systems.

Time is running out for prudent decisions to be made 
within Defra. A lack of detail and continuing uncertainty 
is hampering the development of agricultural policy and 
regulation which, in turn, means farmers are unable to make 
long term plans.

There is a lot of confusion. OF&G has been lobbying 
continuously on behalf of our licensees to secure organic’s 
inclusion within future farming policy frameworks. Progress 
feels very slow when, in our opinion, the legal regulatory 
framework already underpinning organic farming offers 
a firm basis to help deliver on Defra’s stated aims for the 
provision of public goods in a substantive and cost effective 
way.

The manifesto also features a case study based on one 
of Defra’s Test and Trials run on the organically managed 

Cholderton Estate in Wiltshire.

Establishing ten core reasons why organic deserves to 
be acknowledged, the manifesto covers key issues such 
as globally recognised standards, transformative farming 
practices, food supply chain, carbon sequestration, 
biodiversity enhancements and market opportunities. 

Organic – A robust foundation for the future of food and 
climate

1. Organic delivers transformation across all farming 
systems

2. Organic is a solution to carbon sequestration

3. Organic builds biodiversity

4. Organic is agroecological and regenerative

5. Organic ensures the integrity of our food

6. Organic has high animal welfare

7. Organic can be one of a range of farming systems

8. Organic is the only globally recognised agroecology 
standard for food production

9. Organic delivers a market demand

10. Organic is an untapped opportunity

______

To access a downloadable copy of the OF&G Organic 
Manifesto go to https://ofgorganic.org/news/of-g-
manifesto-championing-organic-within-agricultural-policy

BASIS  Foundation Award in Organic Farming 2022

https://ofgorganic.org/news/new-basis-organic-farming-
course-dates-2022-released 

The next course will take place between 14 - 17 June at 
the RAS building, Stoneleigh, Warwickshire.

The BASIS Foundation Award in Organic Farming is ideally 
suited for anyone working within organic food production, 
whether that is as a farmer, farm manager, adviser or 
other related role. It will be especially useful for anyone 
looking to develop a new career in this sector, or someone 
who has had previous experience within conventional 
agriculture but is looking to improve their knowledge within 
the organic sector. 

As this is a Foundation level course, there are no entry 
requirements. However any experience which can be 
gained within the organic industry will be invaluable during 
your time studying for this qualification.

We are taking bookings for the June course dates now, 
please contact: admin@ofgorganic.org

The BASIS website has further information -
https://www.basis-reg.co.uk/training?area=foundation-
awards-courses&course=foundation-award-in-organic-
farming

climate impacts. This will undoubtedly 
create an even greater threat to food 
security in the UK in the longer term - 
as our overall agricultural capacity will 
be diminished.

On the 23rd March it was reported 
that polar temperatures were soaring 
to 40 degrees above normal. With 
everything going on in the world right 
now, the dual polar climate disasters of 
2022 should be the top story.

Degrading our planet further to 
support a fundamentally flawed 
food system is not a sane or logical 
response to the fundamental 
challenges we face.

https://ofgorganic.org/news/of-g-manifesto-championing-organic-within-agricultural-policy
https://ofgorganic.org/news/of-g-manifesto-championing-organic-within-agricultural-policy
https://ofgorganic.org/news/new-basis-organic-farming-course-dates-2022-released
https://ofgorganic.org/news/new-basis-organic-farming-course-dates-2022-released
mailto:admin%40ofgorganic.org?subject=
https://www.basis-reg.co.uk/training?area=foundation-awards-courses&course=foundation-award-in-organic-farming
https://www.basis-reg.co.uk/training?area=foundation-awards-courses&course=foundation-award-in-organic-farming
https://www.basis-reg.co.uk/training?area=foundation-awards-courses&course=foundation-award-in-organic-farming
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Event News - The UK's longest running organic food and farming 
conference will be held on 5 July 2022 in Wiltshire

New English Organic Action Plan
The English Organic Forum (EOF) are currently in the early 
stages of discussions with Defra around the development 
of an English Organic Action Plan upto 2030.

Defra has indicated a number of objectives for farmers in 
the Agricultural Transition Plan. These state that by 2028 
farmers and land managers will:

• Run environmentally sustainable businesses that don’t 
need to rely on public subsidy

• Manage their business in a way that delivers profitable 
food production and the recovery of nature

• Be able to get access to public money to help them 
deliver environmental, animal welfare and climate 
change outcomes

• Meet clear, relevant and outcome focused legal 
standards

• Work more with each other to improve the environment 
and their productivity.

In the context of these, the overall aim of the English 
Organic Action Plan is to develop organic policy based 
on a good understanding of the requirements for 
sustainable production and consumption through a greater 
understanding of:

• consumer preferences, including the current trend 
towards ‘eco-activism’

• the willingness to purchase organic in the UK

• the costs and returns of organic production

• the delivery of public goods through organic 
production.

The EOF will be consulting with organic stakeholders in the 
coming months as the plan is developed. We will keep you 
updated on developments.

The NOCC, as it has become known, 
and now in its 15th year, attracts a 
broad cross-section of delegates from 
across food and farming sectors and 
from all over the UK and beyond.

It is THE on-farm conference for all 
those interested in food and farming 
within an agro-ecological approach.

For 2022 our theme reflects the 
dominant agri-food conversation 
today:

How can the UK support viable food 
and farming businesses that are 
producing food, reducing harm to the 
environment and delivering public 
goods? 

Farming: for food and for nature 

We are very pleased to announce 
that this year we will be hosted by 
farmer, conservationist and OF&G 
licensee Henry Edmunds at his farm in 
Wiltshire.

The 1,000 hectare Cholderton Estate 
has been under organic certification 
with Organic Farmers & Growers CIC 
for 21 years.

The farm has been the subject of 
a number of reports, most recently 
the farm has been the subject of a 
Natural Capital accounting exercise 
run as part of Defra’s Environmental 
Land Management Tests and Trials 
Evidence Reports (June 2021).

Henry is always happy to describe 
how his farm business demonstrates 
a successful nature-based approach 
to food production and among recent 
visitors has been current Secretary of 
State for food and farming, George 
Eustice, who came to look around. He 
found the Cholderton case study of 
such great interest that he returned 
for a second visit.

The Cholderton Estate has featured in 
many press reports over the years. 

Most recently, in December 2021, it 
was featured in a Farmers Weekly 
report:

Why a climate-positive farm shows 
value of natural capital

https://www.fwi.co.uk/arable/why-a-
climate-positive-farm-shows-huge-
value-of-natural-capital

The Natural Capital Account report 
link is here - ELM Scheme Test Pilot 
– Natural Capital Accounts August 
2021

https://ofgorganic.org/docs/elm-
scheme-test-pilot-natural-capital-
accounts-august-2021.pdf

OF&G's National Organic Combinable 
Crops 2022 is being held in 
association with:

• The Woodland Trust

• Triodos Bank

• Organic Arable

• The RSPB

• The Organic Trade Board

• The Organic Research Centre

• OASIS - Organic Advice, Support 
and Information Service 

• The NFU

• NIAB

• Agricology

Details including booking forms are all 
available online on our website.

http://Why a climate-positive farm shows value of natural capital
http://Why a climate-positive farm shows value of natural capital
https://www.fwi.co.uk/arable/why-a-climate-positive-farm-shows-huge-value-of-natural-capital
https://www.fwi.co.uk/arable/why-a-climate-positive-farm-shows-huge-value-of-natural-capital
https://www.fwi.co.uk/arable/why-a-climate-positive-farm-shows-huge-value-of-natural-capital
https://ofgorganic.org/docs/elm-scheme-test-pilot-natural-capital-accounts-august-2021.pdf
https://ofgorganic.org/docs/elm-scheme-test-pilot-natural-capital-accounts-august-2021.pdf
https://ofgorganic.org/docs/elm-scheme-test-pilot-natural-capital-accounts-august-2021.pdf
https://ofgorganic.org/docs/elm-scheme-test-pilot-natural-capital-accounts-august-2021.pdf
https://ofgorganic.org/docs/elm-scheme-test-pilot-natural-capital-accounts-august-2021.pdf
https://ofgorganic.org/docs/elm-scheme-test-pilot-natural-capital-accounts-august-2021.pdf
https://ofgorganic.org/events/longest-running-organic-food-and-farming-conference-5-july-2022
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Market Information
Grain Prices: 
Courtesy of Andrew 
Trump, Organic Arable
It is worth putting the UK's reliance 
upon organic grains into some sort 
of historical context.  Organic Arable 
was set up in 1999 and operating 
as an independent grain marketing 
business since 2008. 

I have been running the business 
since then and was previously 
working for Grainfarmers (now 
Openfield) and before then with the 
advisory department at the Organic 
Research Centre where Organic 
Arable was a client, so I’ve been in or 
around the organic cereals sector for 
about 20 years. 

Through the mid-"Noughties" the 
organic sector remained about 50-
60% self-sufficient in organic grain 
but at about this time the monogastric 
market started to become better 
established with some large 
integrated poultry and pig businesses 
entering the market and the demand 
for organic wheat grew strongly. 

In 2006 values spiked as Ukrainian 
supplies ran low, due to drought 
conditions, it became clear that there 
was insufficient domestic production 
to meet demand.  It was then a 
consignment of in-conversion grain 
from Kazakhstan that rescued a 
panicking organic feed sector.  

Kazakh supplies continued and the 
Black Sea became established as an 
increasingly important supplier into 
the UK. The protein levels were high 
and prices generally undercut those 
sought by domestic producers. 

As the sector contracted following the 
fallout of the credit crunch there was 
a cheap, reliable source of grain from 
the region that fulfilled the needs of 
the organic feed market and even the 
genuine concerns surrounding the 
probity of some supplies did little to 
halt the flow of grain. Black Sea grain 
established a stranglehold on the 
market that remained, until about a 
month ago.

UK producers were told their wheat 
was too low in protein and their 
prices too high to be of interest to the 
organic feed market and provenance 
of insufficient value to lessen the 

rate of import, "as long as it has a 
certificate I don't care" I was told by 
one, now retired, feed manufacturer. 

The organic wheat area fell by over 
60% from 2011 to 2018 to just 8200 
ha. Although we have no detailed 
figures the general consensus is the 
UK moved from being about 60% 
to about 20% self-sufficient through 
this period. The premium for organic 
feed wheat seemed to be capped at 
£80-£100 per tonne over conventional 
prices and there seemed little 
appetite from feed companies or 
the livestock sector to seek to stop 
this decline in domestic supply as 
Black Sea grain continued to arrive. A 
senior figure from an organic certifier 
told me that the UK had little future as 
a grain producer and at times through 
the last 10 years they seemed to be 
correct in their analysis.

Fortunately, the organic oat sector 
recognised that organic consumers 
value provenance and started to buy 
increasingly significant volumes of 
organic milling oats and the acreage 
of this crop grew by 31% from 2015 
to 2020 to 15,000 ha making it the 
largest single organic crop grown in 
the UK. Growers focussed on human 
consumption production crops.  

The reason for this long introduction 
is to explain how the organic sector 
has been too reliant upon imported 
grain supplies for too long. As a 
business we have been highlighting 
the structural weakness this creates 
for years and in 3 weeks in February 
/ March 2022 this has become 
exposed all too clearly.

Anecdotally it is thought that 
approximately 50% of the organic 
wheat we import is of Black Sea origin 
with as much as 75% of the organic 
maize coming from the region.  
Other significant exporters being 
Baltic States, Moldova and Romania. 
However, to reduce supply by these 
large amounts will be difficult to 
replace, especially from the low base 
with which we start from.

There remains huge uncertainty 
surrounding Ukraine. If we assume 
that the wheat is predominantly winter 
wheat, and that is drilled, we then 
turn to the maize and sunflowers and, 
increasingly, soya that is grown. This 
will be spring drilled and there must 

be doubts as to how much of this 
may actually get drilled. Do farmers 
have seed available? If they have 
seed, do they have sufficient fuel? 
Assuming crops get drilled will there 
be fuel to run combines come the 
summer and how well might war-
damaged infrastructure manage to 
export grain? Apparently, the use of 
trains into Poland is being established 
which may offer some possibilities but 
for the UK this grain would require 
transhipment from Europe which will 
add to cost.

The general impression from shippers 
and importers is that there is sufficient 
organic grain in the UK to keep the 
mills rolling until the summer, but once 
existing contracts end the picture is 
far less certain and the origin of new 
crop supplies is unknown.

The advantage the conventional 
sector enjoys is a greater diversity in 
potential suppliers and so it is more 
a case of trade flows and cost rather 
than physical impediments to access 
to export grain from the region. This 
is reflected in the forward values we 
are seeing. Old crop conventional 
wheat is showing a £50 premium to 
new crop whilst the organic market is 
maintaining parity with old crop values 
or even showing a premium, and so is 
pricing this uncertainty and likelihood 
of a shortage into the new crop price.

The UK is responding. One seed 
company recently reported their 
spring wheat seed sales up 100t this 
season but at 200 kg per Ha this 
represents an increase in plantings 
of just 500 ha or perhaps 22,000 
tonnes of wheat - a drop in the ocean 
even if the other seed companies 
had seen similar increases (which 
they haven't) we'd still only replace a 
fraction of what will be lost.

Dairy farmers are reducing numbers 
and growing grain to buffer 
themselves against shortage and 
high prices. We must hope that 
French, German and other European 
producers have seen a similar intent 
to increase their organic cereal 
production. Supportive government 
policy in many EU states means their 
organic sector is larger than the UK 
and certainly less reliant on imported 
feed grains. If they have increased 
production, they may have exports 
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we can benefit from. 

Supplies from other regions? We have 
previously imported from Canada 
and Australia but the massive growth 
the US organic market seen in recent 
years is likely to account for the 
Canadian grain and the cost of freight 
from Australia must be untenable. 

The issue is not simply a supply-side 
issue. With prices increasing we 
have no idea what the increase in 
cost of both animal feeds and food 
products will have on demand. Mills 
are currently running on supplies 
that were bought 6 months ago and 
priced at values £100+ less than 
today's prices and new crop values. 
These higher grain prices will feed 
through to livestock farmers, flour 
millers and bakers, oat millers and 
maltsters and so the cost of organic 
food will need to increase, and it is 
how the consumer responds to these 
increases and the impact this has 
on demand that will be critical. Grain 
is only one element of the costs of 
food manufacture with energy and 
labour costs also increasing the 
inflation seen in the organic sector will 
be significant, especially as we are 
generally working with smaller scale 
processing which is inherently more 
expensive.

Looking further ahead. 
If Ukraine plants and harvests its 
2022 crop but is limited in its ability 
to export this, it will sit on large stocks 
of grain that will need to be sold. A 
country devastated by war may seek 
to realise this stock at a level that 
ensures it sells, which could crash 
the future value of organic grain as 
Ukraine empties its stores.

How do organic farmers respond? 
It has been interesting talking to 
farmers about their attitude to values 
far above their wildest expectation. 
Whilst concerns around fuel costs 
abound they are not exposed to 
fertiliser or other input shocks and so 
good profits seem likely but several 
are questioning the benefits of these 
if demand is lost and ultimately the 
sector contracts. 

It is a challenge for the organic 
sector to consider how it might put 
into practice the value of resilience 
it espouses. Can we find the 
mechanisms to reduce the influence 
of speculation in the market and 
deliver product to processors at 
prices that allow all within the supply 

chain to remain profitable? If we were 
to do so would those customers 
remain loyal to the UK producer once 
cheap organic gain starts to find its 
way back onto the market from the 
Black Sea Region?

There is a potential opportunity for 
conventional farmers considering 
conversion to de-risk their business 
by minimising their reliance on inputs.  
Instability in wheat price and input 
costs adds risk to growing crops.  
Input prices have tended to track 
wheat price and as farmers have seen 
wheat values rise so input prices 
have followed.  Fertiliser price is now 
determined by global energy costs 
and availability rather than wheat 
price meaning there is less certainty 
the two prices, whilst linked, will 
track each other as closely.  Political 
intervention in fertiliser production 
whether in the UK or Russia may also 
skew the market dynamic.  Buying 
inputs and selling grain will become 
far more important to financial success 
of conventional farming systems and 
so removing input price volatility and 
getting off the input treadmill may be 
an attractive option.

Additional supply of organic cereals 
must be welcome to strengthen 
the strategic weakness that has 
been developed in the sector.  The 
conventional market is perhaps 55% 
self-sufficient for feed grains and this 
is a worthwhile target for the organic 
sector to aim at.  However, livestock 
farmers must also support such an 
effort through their buying choices.  
They must take greater responsibility 
for how and where their feed is 
sourced whether they do this directly 
or through their feed manufacturers. 

Farmers need to come together 
from the livestock and arable sectors 
and consider how to better mediate 
transactions between themselves 
to provide greater price stability 
that enables both horn and corn 
to make reasonable margins and 
move away from boom-and-bust 
cycles.  In the last year values have 
increased by considerably over 
£150 per tonne.  Levels in March 
2021 were unprofitable for arable 
growers, and we saw some growers 
leave the industry now livestock 
farmers find feed unaffordable and 
are decertifying.  Neither extreme is 
sustainable and we need to address 
this issue to try and minimise the 
damaging effects of price volatility.

Please see https://www.
organicarable.co.uk/arable for more 
information.

Please keep an eye on our blog www.
organicarable.co.uk/blog 
01638 744144 / 07980 955490
@organicarable

Organic Livestock 
Trends: OLMC
ORGANIC STORE CATTLE

The cattle and sheep trade continue 
to be very strong after over 12 months 
of rising prices.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine signifies 
a huge political shock to markets 
in a long time. The consequences 
for world agricultural markets is 
significant. Looking ahead the 
immediate effect on trade is the rising 
cost of fuel and grain prices – wheat 
is already up 50%. Amidst the world of 
uncertainty beef and lamb prices and 
demand remain strong with organic 
producers continuing to enjoy good 
returns.

Dairy cow and heifer prices have 
eased over the last few weeks as 
producers react to increased input 
costs. Organic store cattle continue 
to be in very strong demand from 
graziers who seem to have started 
their spring buying earlier than most 
years with still plentiful supplies of 
winter feed available. Finishing cattle, 
again are in strong demand from 
finishers.

We are short of organic store cattle 
and will be for the next 2 months. 
Please do not hesitate to contact 
us. We are quite happy to discuss 
your options with no obligation or 
commitment.

For further details contact the office 
on 01829 730580 or: 

Store cattle; 

Peter Jones - 07720 892922

Manon Parry - 07500 747886

Dairy cattle; 

David Bostock - 07734 808050

Sheep and lambs; 

Iain Turner - 07970 197619

https://www.organicarable.co.uk/arable
https://www.organicarable.co.uk/arable
http://www.organicarable.co.uk/blog
http://www.organicarable.co.uk/blog
http://organicarable.co.uk
https://twitter.com/organicarable
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Organic Prime Beef Cattle 

The trade for prime stock has 
continued to hold together. Most 
abattoirs have kept the price 
steady through the first quarter and 
requirement for stock has been 
reasonable.

Cattle supplies coming forward are 
meeting current levels of demand. As 
we near turn out and yarded cattle 
diminish, we could see a shortening in 
numbers especially in areas of slower 
spring/ early grass growth.

Average R4L Organic UTM in spec @ 
500p/kg deadweight

Organic Cull Cows

The cull cow price has strengthened 
considerably. The demand for 
processing meat has been very strong 
in both conventional and organic 
sectors.

The supplies of cull cows this time of 
the year is always lower, another factor 
helping drive the price forward.

Average R4L Organic OTM Cow in 
spec @ 380p/kg deadweight

Lamb

The trade for prime organic lambs has 
been fairly static in the first part of the 
year. While the price is not dissimilar to 
past years, the feeling that perhaps it 
has found its level is being felt.

Numbers coming forward for the most 
part are be absorbed by abattoirs, who 
report enough stock coming forward 
to meet their current demand. Whether 
we see a slight spike upwards towards 
the Easter Holidays is not certain, we 
will see in the next couple of weeks 
or so!

Average R3L organic OSL in spec @ 
630p/kg

For further details contact Tim Leigh 
on 07850 366404

Organic Dairy 
Report: Courtesy of 
Rob Daykin, Daykin 
Partnership Ltd.
Organic milk volumes collapse on 
viability fears
Chaos. That seems to be an apt word 
to describe sourcing raw materials 
these days – be they conventional or 
organic ones. Such was Ukraine and 
Russia’s dominance in both sectors 
for multiple raw materials that war in 
the former, plus sanctions for the latter, 
have wreaked havoc on supply chains. 
The Ukraine is facing a $6bn loss in 
grain revenue on account of being 
unable to export 20m tonnes of wheat 
and corn from the 2021/22 harvest, 
according to the chairman of the 
Ukrainian Grain Association. Needless 
to say, the market has been turned 
on its head, and raw material traders 
are issuing prices, pulling them, and 
reissuing them – at higher levels - on a 
very regular basis. So too are fertiliser 
suppliers.

There are no upsides to war, of 
course, but there’s no doubt the 
consequences have propelled food 
security and food prices to the very 
top of the agenda. In Europe AGRI 
MEPs have voted to support a global 
transition towards sustainable food 
systems where organic farming 
is a key element in achieving 
environmental and climate objectives. 
A vote on 31st March on the Organic 
Action Plan is a positive political signal, 
especially considering the weeks of 
intense lobbying to undermine the 
EU’s ambition to make agriculture 
more sustainable. The report supports 
the Farm to Fork strategy’s “objective 
of increasing the EU’s agricultural area 
under organic farming by 2030”. For 
sure many farmers will be rethinking 
their use of fertilisers and making 
better use of organic manures. How 
all this pans out in the UK is anyone’s 
guess given that farming decisions 
will be based on a) availability and 
b) affordability. Prices are now over 
£1000/t with little prospect of them 
reducing.

For organic dairy it means there’s 
already more pressure on an already 
pressured sector. Raw material prices 
were already high and rising before 
the invasion. They are much higher 
now! For example, soya expeller was 
at £590/t back in September 2020, but 
now it’s at £1150 and climbing. Maize 
was £240, it’s now £500. On a per 
tonne basis of finished feed for dairy 
it is possible there will be price rises 
anywhere between £50 to £100/t on 
this winter’s pricing compared to last 
winters to a potential £600 per tonne 
for a mid-range 18% compound feed.

Fortunately, this comes at a time 
when two of three main organic 
companies – Arla and Muller – are 
increasing their milk prices, so that 
helps. Arla are now at 45.37p liquid 
and 47.17 manufacturing Muller are 47p 
respectively, OMSCo’s announcement 
of a 5p rise last week will certainly be 
welcome taking them to 37.25p for 
April through to June. That price is 
way less than conventional milk prices, 
which have now hit 40p for some 
farmers. OMSCo’s price won’t jump 
to over 42p until July, by which time 
Arla and Muller might be on 50p. Even 
without any cost for fertiliser, the price 
for fuel, feed, labour and contractors 
(to name but four cost centres) have 
soared, and will continue to do so. 
There won’t be any organic farmers 
making any money at less than 45p 
for sure. In fact, 47p is perceived to be 
about the break-even point.

The net result is very low organic milk 
volumes, which continue to fall behind 
compared to last year. Currently GB 
volumes are down by almost 10% on a 
week-by-week basis compared to last 
year with the last 50 day’s milk being 
down over 7%. Conventional milk, in 
comparison, is down around 3%.

The situation in organic was bad 
before – it’s getting worse now and 
its viability for many farmers is being 
sorely tested.

Office 01327 264962  

Mobile 07815 741547  

www.daykinpartnership.co.uk

DIT organic export program
The DIT is developing an export program to support 
the sales of UK organic products overseas. If you are 
interested in being involved companies can register with 
DIT on an online directory called the ‘Great British Food 
Programme’  

https://www.greatbritishfoodprogramme.co.uk/
producer/step-one

DIT commercial officers overseas are contacting buyers 
and distributors who would be interested in receiving 
organic samples. The buyers will use the online directory 
to select the products that they are most interested in.

http://www.daykinpartnership.co.uk
https://www.greatbritishfoodprogramme.co.uk/producer/step-one
https://www.greatbritishfoodprogramme.co.uk/producer/step-one
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Organic Farm Management Handbook sponsorship opportunity

Since the OFMH was last produced in 
2017 much has changed in the sector. 
The UK’s organic market is now worth 
£3.05 billion, after a 23% growth in 
sales since 2019 with shoppers now 
spending almost £60m on organic 
products every week.

Up to date information is vital and The 
Organic Research Centre is committed 
to providing such information with 
the publication of an updated edition 
of their Organic Farm Management 
Handbook (OFMH). 

Information is the key
The revised OFMH will provide 
technical and financial data on the 
costs and business performance 
of organic farms and related 
management issues utilising in depth 
historical data and expert opinion.  
There will be information on current 
support schemes, as well as details on 
organic markets.

It is the essential tool for 
understanding the economics of 
organic farming in the UK. 

It can:

• Help with business plans and 
budgets

• Provide a means of assessing 
the viability of specific crops and 
livestock

• Advise on conversion related 
innovations such as new 
marketing approaches.

As the only authoritative compendium 
of the business aspects of organic 
farming in the UK, it is vital tool for the 
organic farming sector in Britain and is 
regularly used by farmers, landowners 
and on academic courses.  

There are a variety of sponsorship 
opportunities for the Organic Farm 
Management Handbook. To find out 
more please contact: philippa.h@
organicresearchcentre.com

https://www.organicresearchcentre.
com/support-us/ofmh-appeal/

Tribute to Dr Tony Harris
It is with huge sadness that we 
announce the death of Dr Anthony 
(Tony) Harris, an unfaltering 
champion of British agricultural 
education and an individual well 
known throughout British farming 
circles, who died in early March at 
the age of 92. 

Throughout his life Tony Harris was heavily involved with 
farming and the farming community of the country, and 
was responsible for the education of many of Britain’s most 
successful farmers over more than five decades. 

Such was his belief in the land as the source of much that 
is good in Britain, and such was his commitment to those 
who care for and maintain it through their farming practices, 
that following retirement in 1994, from the post of Principal 
of Harper Adams, he continued tirelessly for more than 
a decade to serve on a variety of agriculture and rural 
committees at both regional and national levels.

One such committee was OF&G’s Certification Committee. 
In his capacity as Chair in the early 2000s he transformed 
it into the respected committee we have today, which has 
been taken forward in the same manner by Vic Croxson 
and now by Charles Cowap.

Many of us owe Dr Harris a huge debt of gratitude. He was 
a remarkable man and the agricultural world, and the world 
in general, is undoubtedly the poorer with his passing.

Animal Health & Welfare 
Pathway
Recently we wrote to licensees with details of the 
Animal Health and Welfare Pathway from Defra. 

The Animal Welfare Small Grants team are seeking input 
on the grants which will be offered as part of the Animal 
Health and Welfare Pathway.

https://defrafarming.blog.gov.uk/2022/02/22/our-
priorities-for-the-animal-health-and-welfare-pathway/

Defra plan to launch small and large grants schemes 
focused on animal health and welfare later this year.

More details and all the links to the sector relevant 
questionnaires are on ofgorganic.org.

If you still have questions after reading the published 
information please contact:

FFAHWcodesign@defra.gov.uk

mailto:philippa.h%40organicresearchcentre.com?subject=
mailto:philippa.h%40organicresearchcentre.com?subject=
https://www.organicresearchcentre.com/support-us/ofmh-appeal/
https://www.organicresearchcentre.com/support-us/ofmh-appeal/
https://defrafarming.blog.gov.uk/2022/02/22/our-priorities-for-the-animal-health-and-welfare-pathway/
https://defrafarming.blog.gov.uk/2022/02/22/our-priorities-for-the-animal-health-and-welfare-pathway/
http://ofgorganic.org.
mailto:FFAHWcodesign%40defra.gov.uk?subject=


For your Organic Business8

Organic Trade Board Update
https://www.organictradeboard.co.uk/

The Organic Trade Board held their 
annual general meeting and member 
briefing on 10 March. If you would like 
to watch the recording, you can find 
it here on their YouTube channel. You 
can find the full OTB presentation 
decks on the Members Hub here. A 
copy of the full Kantar Organic Annual 
Market Report, which for the first time 
includes two category deep dives, 
is available free to members, please 
email Cristina or Maria if you would 
like a copy

The key takeaways from the day 
were that the OTB continues to build 
on the momentum from 2021. The 
B2B website is being refreshed to 
make it more user-friendly and to 
be a platform for industry news with 
dedicated areas for reports, case 
studies and research papers, tools 
and templates and an events page 
with all of our activities.

Members Networking: Events that are 
already planned include:

Wednesday 4th May, 10am-4pm – 
Garden Organic

July – date to be confirmed – RB 
Organic

Tuesday 13th September, 10am-
4.30pm – Yeo Valley

Members Networking: Events that are 
already planned include:

Wednesday 4th May, 10am-4pm – 
Garden Organic

July – date to be confirmed – RB 
Organic

Tuesday 13th September, 10am-
4.30pm – Yeo Valley

COMING SOON: OTB are in talks 
with the Carbon Trust to organise a 
couple of webinars on Measuring 
Carbon Footprint & Analysis. as well 
as arranging another GOTS & OTB 
textiles forum later in the year.

OTB CAMPAIGN UPDATE 
The marketing committee has been 
busy working on the campaign for 
Organic September. Here is a look at 
the brief that they have created:

Develop a social first, social and PR 
campaign to up the ante on ORGANIC 
SEPTEMBER.

Audience

‘Eco-seekers’ – Consumers who are 
increasingly concerned about the 

environment and who 
have made changes 
to their lifestyle and 
purchasing habits 
because of this.

Marketing challenge

“I think organic is 
better but couldn’t 
really tell you why for 
sure, so therefore it just seems a bit 
expensive.”

Communication Objective

To increase frequency of ‘conscious’ 
organic shopping choices.

The campaign approach has 
discussed three strategies: Shock 
Tactics, to jolt the everyday shopping 
behaviour of consumers; Pull on 
the Heart Strings, to connect the 
psychology of the natural world back 
to organic; Simple Steps, creating 
simple, quantifiable behaviour change 
that can have huge planetary benefits.

There are three ways to get involved 
in this year’s campaign - see below:

Six Inches of Soil
Farmer, OF&G licensee and blogger, George Young is a 
co-producer of and contributor to a new independent film, 
Six Inches of Soil.

Here are some details from the filmmakers about this 
fascinating new project:

Six Inches of Soil, the first British regenerative documentary 
feature film, launched its Crowdfunder on Tuesday March 
1st. 

Telling the untold story of Britain’s agro-ecological 
movement the film centres on new entrants and 
established farming pioneers leaving behind conventional 
agriculture to build a future focusing on soil health and 
biodiversity. 

The Six Inches of Soil production team would be very 
grateful if you could donate to help raise money to enable 

their small film crew to travel 
around the UK to capture 
these farmers over the course 
of a year. 

The film will explore the 
food and farming system 
and we’ll be visiting Growing 
Communities in London and 
working with Sustainable Food 
Places. 

Our new entrants will meet both conventional and 
regenerative farmers across the country, including George 
Young, Hannah Thorogood and Stephen Briggs. They’ll 
also have discussions with experts in the food and farming 
sector such as Vicki Hird and Henry Dimbleby.

https://www.sixinchesofsoil.org/

https://www.organictradeboard.co.uk/
https://organicukfood.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dea8b9684cdc4c1f56fa84129&id=afb810ac1b&e=cd02e4ed11
https://organicukfood.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dea8b9684cdc4c1f56fa84129&id=7a16ad4c84&e=cd02e4ed11
https://www.sixinchesofsoil.org/
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If you have any concerns or queries please do not 
hesitate to contact your Certification Officer

Defra Labelling on website

Defra has recently updated its website 
regarding the rules for labelling 
products as organic. You can only label 
a food with reference to ‘organic’ or 
terms relating to an organic production 
method if:

• At least 95% of its agricultural 
ingredients are organic;

• All other ingredients, additives and 
processing aids are from the lists 
of permitted ingredients within the 
regulations.

Whilst not an exhaustive list, Defra has 
noted the following as terms relating to 
organic production:

• bio

• eco

• organically grown

• organically produced

• grown or produced using organic 
principles

The update includes the requirements 
for the use of the UK statement of 
origin of the agricultural raw materials 
and Control Body code number. 

The full page can be seen at https://
www.gov.uk/guidance/organic-food-
labelling-rules

Physical inspections from 1 
March 2022
Now that we are nearing the end of 
March it seems appropriate to remind 
you all that Defra informed all CBs of 
the need for inspections to be physical 
and not remote from 1 March 2022. 
For the previous two years, due to 
the COVID pandemic and restrictions 
imposed across the UK an easement 
was in place against the retained 
organic regulations allowing for a 
remote inspection to be undertaken 
without the premises needing to 
be visited. Following the lifting of 
restrictions across the UK that would 
prevent such a physical inspection 
Defra informed all CBs that the 
regulatory requirement for the physical 
inspection must now be adhered 
to. OF&G wrote to all licensees in 
February to ensure that any remote 
inspections booked to be completed 
prior to 1 March were done and any 
inspections booked beyond 1 March 
are undertaken as a physical on-site 
inspection.  

Inspection Portal
We wanted to let you know that we 
are currently developing an Internet-
based system for reporting annual 
inspections. This will combine aspects 
of the existing Annual Questionnaire 
and Inspection Questionnaire and 
allow participation by inspectors, 
administrative staff and licensees.

The new system will:

• Allow the upload of 
documentation for review prior to 
inspection.

• Support continuous assessment 
by allowing records to be updated 
through the year.

• Replace any current document-
based processes for capturing the 
results of an inspection, providing 
tools for an inspector to complete 
their inspection report during an 
on-site visit.

• Enable retention of existing IT 
systems and internal inspection 
management processes by 
integrating with our existing 
database.

We hope to begin trialling this later 
in early summer. We will keep you 
updated on progress and once we 
have the new systems in place we 
would be interested in your feedback. 

Cont/..

Seed Use  
Defra has confirmed that the organic 
inclusion rate for grass and/or forage 
seed mixtures for the period 1 January 
to 31 December 2022 will remain at 
70%.  Due to the 30% of the mixture 
being non-organic, approval will be 
required for the use of these mixtures 
by all farmers.  However, they may 
be sown provided that approval is 
sought and granted prior to the next 

inspection. Defra has also reiterated 
that a mix must not contain the same 
variety in both organic and non-organic 
forms. Whilst the majority of grass and/
or forage seed mixtures will be pre-
checked as part of the seed packer's 
certification process (meaning the 
same varieties will not be present in 
organic and non-organic form) some 
mixtures may be made up for individual 

farmers and it is the responsibility of 
the farmer sowing the seed to ensure it 
complies with all requirements. 

If you wish to use a seed mixture for 
forage purposes that does not contain 
the minimum 70% inclusion of seed (by 
weight) you must apply for approval 
before sowing of the seed as you 
would with a single variety seed. 

Producers

General
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Processors
Updated paper on Indian CBs  
Following the EU’s decision to de-
list five Indian Control Bodies due to 
concerns about ethylene oxide (ETO) 
contamination, Defra has launched 
an independent investigation into 
this issue. Defra have reviewed 
several irregularity cases related 
to ETO contamination of organic 
produce originating from India. This 
contamination constitutes a serious risk 
to human health. ETO is not approved 
as an active substance for use in plant 
protection products in the UK.

While Defra do not consider that the 
current irregularity cases provide 
sufficient justification for de-listing 
five Indian Control Bodies by the UK, 
precautionary measures are necessary 
given the potential health impact. Defra 
are therefore implementing additional 
controls on all organic products, except 
fresh produce*, imported from India 
from 1st January 2022 until 30 June 
2022.

*Fresh produce is not within scope of 
these additional requirements as the 
risk of contamination is deemed very 
low and no prior cases of contaminated 
fresh produce have been identified.

Defra will continue to monitor the 
situation over the next 6 months 
and take further action if deemed 
appropriate.

Action to be taken by Operators:

Operators shall conduct sampling on 
all products, except fresh produce, 

coming from India and to be marketed 
as organic in accordance with Article 
91 of retained Regulation (EC) No. 
889/2008. If the test results indicate 
the presence of ethylene oxide above 
the MRL the goods will be subject to 
immediate withdrawal.

The Food Standards Agency defines 
withdrawal as “the process by which 
unsafe food is removed from the 
supply chain, where unsafe food has 
not yet reached the consumer”.  FSA 
advice is that products contaminated 
with ETO should be withdrawn from 
the market.  This means not selling any 
more products and removing products 
from shelves.  A recall of products from 
consumers is not required.

The operators may only use such 
products or place them on the market 
after appropriate laboratory tests show 
no residues of ETO or other pesticides, 
unless the product is placed on the 
market without indication referring to 
the organic production method and is 
compliant with relevant other horizontal 
legal requirements. Given the existing 
serious concerns about contamination 
of Indian products, the operator shall 
immediately inform the Control Body 
or authority if any irregularities are 
detected.

All products contaminated with ETO 
shall be downgraded, including all 
positive results above the limit of 
quantification (LOQ).

Defra webinars (import 
guidance)
Defra is currently updating the import 
guidance to reflect the changes to 
importing organic products from the 
EU, EEA and Switzerland from 1 July 
2022. We plan to hold a number of 
webinars and are keen to understand 
the sector's interest. Please get in 
touch with megan.young@defra.
gov.uk if you or your colleagues are 
interested in joining and to understand 
more.  

Fraudulent Certificates
We have been notified via the EOCC of 
the following fraudulent certificates that 
are currently in circulation:

Control Union 

Circulated by a company called Misk 
Sociis d.o.o. from Croatia  -  Valid until 
26th September 2022

CCPB

Morganico SARL - Valid until 17th June 
2022

Soil Association

Freed Foods - Valid until 30th 
November 2022

The certifiers have stated that they did 
not issue these certificates and do not 
certify these operators. If you receive 
or have received a certificate in the 
above names please contact your 
Certification Officer immediately.

mailto:megan.young%40defra.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:megan.young%40defra.gov.uk?subject=
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Defra Future Farming blog 

Quite a few of the farmers featured 
by Defra in their series on the Future 
Farm blog are OF&G licensed organic 
farmers. 

Previously we have highlighted  
the article on Challacombe Farm 
managed by Naomi Oakley and Mark 
Owen. 

https://defrafarming.blog.
gov.uk/2021/11/04/farm-visit-
challacombe-farm-on-dartmoor/

And here are two further examples 
where Defra are using organic to 
highlight good land management 
for food production and for nature 
conservation. 

Martin Hole, OF&G licensed organic 
farmer & member of Cuckmere 
& Pevensey Levels Catchment 
Partnership speaks in a Defra Future 
Farming video.

Watch Episode 2: Land management 
plans and the Sustainable Farming 
Incentive pilot

'We're a 700-acre, all-grass livestock 
farm with an organic sheep flock and 
an organic single-suckle beef herd, all 
stock sold fat from a grass-only system 
to local outlets.

I think one's approach to nature 
conservation best comes from a 
biological understanding of both the 
natural processes that determine the 
landscape in terms of water, in terms 
of seasonality, soil type, vegetation, 
obviously as a farmer, the place of 
livestock within that.'

https://defrafarming.blog.gov.
uk/2022/03/16/watch-episode-2-
land-management-plans-and-the-
sustainable-farming-incentive-pilot/

Henry Edmunds, OF&G licensed 
organic farmer and host of this year's 
annual OF&G conference features in a 
Defra blog first published last year. 

Tackling climate change and extinction 
- the farm that’s showing the way

The Cholderton Estate: sustainable 
food production and carbon capture

Cholderton is an excellent example 
of sustainable food production. 
Production targets are set by the 
disciplines required by the natural 
carrying capacity of the land.  

The estate clearly doesn't apply 
inorganic nitrogenous fertiliser 
so there's significantly less nitrate 
pollution of ground water or 
greenhouse gas emissions of nitrous 
oxide a major polluter by the farming 
industry. This is 300 times more potent 
than carbon dioxide as a climate 
change gas.

At Cholderton they don't use 
pesticides; instead they focus efforts 
on the microbial health of the soil and 
plant diversity for biosecurity. 

https://defrafarming.blog.gov.
uk/2021/11/24/tackling-climate-
change-and-extinction-the-farm-
thats-showing-the-way/

ELM panders to vested interests, 
not sustainable food production - 
Farmers Weekly

Sam Walker, OF&G licensed organic 
farmer in Devon wrote an opinion 
piece for the Farmers Weekly in 
March.

'My farm has got loads of wildlife 
because they eat the same sort of stuff 
that we’re growing – cereals, weedy 
stubbles, grasshoppers in cattle 
pastures. When people remark on the 
flora and fauna here, I remind them I’m 
not running a park, this is the factory 
floor of organic food production. 
They think I’m joking, not realising the 
wildlife likes food, too.'

https://reader.fwi.co.uk/2022/03/10/
elm-panders-to-vested-interests-
not-sustainable-food-production/
content.html

BBC Countryfile - Clinton Devon 
Estates

Sam Walker is a tenant of OF&G 
licensees, the Clinton Devon Estates. 
They were the featured farm estate in 
BBC Countryfile at the end of January. 
Sam is interviewed and so is his wife 
Nell who talks to Ellie Harrison about 
how she and Sam approach their 
management of weeds, oats and 
wildlife. 

Matt Baker and Ellie Harrison visit 
the largest privately owned estate in 
Devon, which has been in the same 
family for more than 700 years.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/
episode/m0014318/countryfile-
clinton-devon-estates

Why cows and trees are part of 
Essex arable business

OF&G licensed farmer George Young 
appeared in the Farmers Weekly in 
February.

George describes how he is building 
an organic agroecological farming 
system that will allow him to bring a 

diverse range of products to market.

As he puts more land into organic 
conversion his input costs have 
dropped dramatically. 

George says “We are recycling 
nutrients and biomass, reducing waste, 
building resilience into the system 
and re-establishing the connection 
between producers and consumers”.

https://www.fwi.co.uk/arable/video-
why-cows-and-trees-are-part-of-
essex-arable-business

Cont/...
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Also in February, OF&G licensee 
Gazegill Organics featured on Love 
British Food's website. Love British 
Food is a national campaign promoting 
British food. 

Gazegill Organics supplies Tony 
Mulgrew at Ravenscliffe High School in 
Halifax. 

Ian O’Reilly, the farmer, talks about his 
experiences supplying schools. 

'Ravenscliffe High School is not one 
of our biggest customers but we 
can supply the meat at a rate that is 

affordable for them on the back of 
our bigger customers.   There is no 
excuse for any school not to achieve 
putting quality food on school menus 
given what Tony achieves.  He makes it 
work.  We always say that Tony’s main 
ingredient is passion!'

https://www.lovebritishfood.co.uk/
supplying-ravenscliffe-high-school

How carbon 'dating' service connects 
graziers with grazing land - Farmers 
Weekly

Nathan Nelson and Jason Borthwick 
manage the OF&G licensed Deepdale 
farm. Nathan contributed to an article 
in the Farmers Weekly in January on 
matching livestock farmers who want 
land with arable farmers who want 
stock.

https://www.fwi.co.uk/livestock/
sheep/how-carbon-dating-service-
connects-graziers-with-grazing-land

If you have been featured in print, 
in a podcast or on video please let 

us know. We are really keen to help 
share your stories about the work 

that you are doing.

https://www.lovebritishfood.co.uk/supplying-ravenscliffe-high-school
https://www.lovebritishfood.co.uk/supplying-ravenscliffe-high-school
https://www.fwi.co.uk/livestock/sheep/how-carbon-dating-service-connects-graziers-with-grazing-land
https://www.fwi.co.uk/livestock/sheep/how-carbon-dating-service-connects-graziers-with-grazing-land
https://www.fwi.co.uk/livestock/sheep/how-carbon-dating-service-connects-graziers-with-grazing-land
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CATTLE FOR SALE

AA & BRB 
Organic Calves

High Health AAx & BRBluex calves Available from Early March- 
Late April. Approx 300 calves in total over that period. Colostrum 
management is excellent. All calves have being sold to same farm for 
last 7yrs, but due to change in farming policy these calves are now 
available. All BRB are out of AI Genus GABAREL, Most AA are out of 
Genus ESPRESSO and BROOK with some out of our Pedigree stock 
bulls.

Rhodri Ellis 07900 937262 Denbigh, 
Denbighshire

Pedigree Organic 
Beef Shorthorn 
Heifers

Up to 26 Pedigree Beef Shorthorn Breeding Heifers. Born April 2021. 
Well grown Quiet cattle.

Paul 
Crawley

07970 149467 Slindon, West 
Sussex

Store cattle 12 to 16 month purebred organic limousin cattle for sale. 22 heifers 
and steers. Heifers suitable for breeding

Matthew 
Edwards

07983 616459 Llansantffraid, 
Powys

Stabiliser bulling 
heifers and bulls

Stabiliser bulling heifers ready to bull in June, from high health herd. 
Also one 2 year old bull and yearling bulls available.

Alan Robert 
Derryman

07976 624611 Sidbury, Devon

Aberdeen Angus 
X stores for sale

5 Aberdeen Angus X stores for sale, 4 steers and a heifer, from my 
small herd of British Friesian cows. 8 to 11 mth old. Well grown, from 
named sires, premovement tested. 19 mth old steer Aberdeen Angus 
X available as well.

Grainne 07813 050171 Shepton Mallet, 
Somerset

SPECIAL SALE 
OF 385 TOP 
QUALITY 
STORE CATTLE 
INCLUDING 
ORGANIC 
STORES

DOLGELLAU MARKET - NORTH WALES LL40 2YF. Friday 1 April 
2022. Special Sale of 385 Top Quality Store Cattle including 
Organic Stores. Sale to commence at 10.am prompt. Please follow 
link to Catalogue or go to Farmers Marts on Facebook. https://www.
farmersmarts.co.uk/Sales-and-Catalogues/Livestock

Glyn Jarrett 07876 657493 Dolgellau, 
Gwynedd

SHEEP FOR SALE

Texel ewes and 
texel lambs at 
foot

Starting to lamb from 25th of March onwards. Tony Davies 07739 381232 Newtown, Powys

Shropshire 
organically 
reared ram

Del Boy' - from excellent Registered pedigree line, fit, healthy and 
fertile 3 year old, grass fed and well tamed with organic bran feed.  
Gentle and well mannered. Worth noting that Shropshire sheep do 
not eat bark and so are perfect for orchard grazing.  Very good quality 
meat.

Becky 
Thompson

01458 844080 Street, Somerset

In lamb ewes for 
sale

Welsh mountain ewes for sale. In lamb to Aberfield rams and South 
country cheviot rams. Scanned with twins, In Heptavac p system.

Huw Evans 07977 505855 Oswestry, Powys

New Zealand 
Romney Ewe 
lambs 2022

Pre-orders now being taken for organic Wairere UK bred New 
Zealand Romney ewe lambs.     Born April 2022.  Ready for collection 
from Suffolk approximately August / September 2022.  From a well-
respected, robust, outdoor and easy care system.

Chris 
Hodgkins

07837 405957 Bury St Edmunds, 
Suffolk

Organic White 
Faced Welsh 
Mules Ewes with 
Twin Lambs at 
Foot

We have a quantities available of organic white faced welsh mules 
ewes with texel cross charollais twin lambs at foot. They are all good 
mouthed ewes with strong lambs. Contact for price.

Matthew 
James

07811 004789 Kington, 
Herefordshire

DAIRY CATTLE FOR SALE

Organic PWAB 
dairy cows for 
sale

25 organic PWAB qualified dairy cows for sale. Grazing type and 
a mix of friesian, shorthorn and jerseyx cows. In calf and due late 
August and through September to home-bred dairy bulls sired by 
a high index Irish friesian bull. High herd health status, vaccinated 
against lepto and IBR, and a BVD free herd. Fit and healthy cows.

Tom Harris 07970 280293 Newport, Pembs

Items for sale
Note: Purchasers should always check the current certificate and the status with the vendor. OF&G cannot take 
responsibility for any stock, items or services sold through this service. Advertisements are accepted at OF&G’s discretion.
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FEEDSTUFFS AND FORAGE FOR SALE

Organic spring 
oats

About 20 tonnes spring oats Teona 
Dorrien-
Smith

01600 780501 / 
07310 074624

Monmouth, 
Monmouthshire

Sweet organic 
small bale hay

Made last June we have over 1,00 bales so will sell for £3.00 per bale 
on quantity. The hay is made from old mixed pasture, very sweet. The 
bales are a good size and baled with sisal string.

Julian Ralph 
Thomas 
Clark

01647 252643 Exeter, Devon

Organic Round 
Bale Silage

Organic Round Bale Silage. Soil Association Accredited. Tim Cooke 07968 794573 Telford, Shropshire

Organic round 
Hay and Silage 
Bales

Organic Hay and Silage Round Bales. Made 2021 Robert 07798 933742 Little Cheverell, 
Devizes, Wiltshire

Haylage and 
Silage for Sale

120 x 80x90 square Ryegrass and Red Clover silage bales 1st cut. 
100 x 4.5ft Round Bale Ryegrass and Red Clover Silage 4th cut. 120 
x square Pasture Silage 2nd cut in 120x70 squares. Pasture Hay in 
120x70 8ft squares. Easy loading. 15 mins from J18 M4.

Simon Best 07816 386945 Tetbury, Glos

Organic clover 
rye grass hay

Made in June 2020 baled in 80/90 4 stings 200 available John Hatton 07803 721236 Chelmsford, Essex

Organic oat straw Baled september 2020, 80/90 4 stings 50 available John Hatton 07803 721236 Chelmsford, Essex

Wheat Approx 15t of wheat for sale Philip 
Wadsworth

07974 387663 Thirsk, N Yorks

Feed Barley for 
sale

Approx 100t of Feed Barley for Sale. Simon Best 07816 386945 Tetbury, Glos

Small bale 
organic hay for 
sale

Rain free cut mid July 2021 Michael 
Snead

01982 551848 Builth Wells, 
Powys

Organic Haylage 
For Sale

Organic haylage, certification available on request. 80 x 90 bales. 
5ft with 6 layers of wrap.  Made last summer in good weather. Large 
quantity available. Located Surrey. Good access. Please call for 
details.

Ollie Field 07775 662427 Cranleigh, Surrey

Clamp Silage Aprox 450T of 2021 silage in one clamp. 1st cut 7/6/21 60 acres, 2nd 
cut 12/8/21 23 acres. DM37%. To be sold as a complete clamp.

Peter Cole 07833 927084 Holsworthy, Devon

Clamp Silage Part Clamp of 2020 silage. Clamp is being used now but I will have 
surplus.

Peter Cole 07833 927084 Holsworthy, Devon

Hay 96 Round Bales of hay made in very good conditions in 2019 and 
2020 and barn stored.

Peter Cole 07833 927084 Holsworthy, Devon

Hay and haylage 
for sale

11 haylage from 2020 @ £15 each and 25 bales of 2021 Hay @ £22 
each. The hay was over 'made' as baler broke down, hence lower 
price. Fully organic.  Near Cardiff

John 07817 786087 Cardiff, Vale of 
Glamorgan

Spring Barley 
Straw

4ft round Spring Barley Straw. 4ft x 4ft x 8ft Spring Barley Straw. 
Delivery available.

Mark 
Makepeace

07920 165480 Corbridge, 
Northumberland

Organic FEED 
Spelt - An 
Alternative to 
expensive Wheat

We are able to offer organic feed spelt with proteins of 9-16% 
dependent upon protein level required. Spelt is a perfect alternative 
and prices are competitive to wheat. Bulk Delivery of 22t loads. 
Nationwide Delivery available. Please get in touch for more detail.

Gemma 
Clarke

01529 421081 Sleaford, Lincs

Organic Feed 
Naked Oats

Organic Naked Oats available in bulk, delivery nationwide.  Higher in 
oil and protein than standard husked oats. Energy Values available 
upon request.

Gemma 
Clarke

01529 421081 Sleaford,  Lincs

Organic hay 4 string bales 8ft 90/40 euro bales. Rye grass and red/white clover. John Hatton 07803 721236 Chelmsford, Essex

Small bale 
organic hay for 
sale

Rain-free, Soil Association organic hay. Cut mid July '21. 500 bales 
available.

Michael 
Snead

01982 551848 Builth Wells, 
Powys

2021 Forage for 
Sale

80 x hybrid ryegrass and white clover silage bales in 120x70 square 
bales 100 x sweet soft pasture haylage bales in 120x70 squares 50 x 
dry ryegrass haylage bales 91 x 4th cut red clover and ryegrass silage 
in round bales 80 x permanent pasture cattle hay in 120x70 squares

Simon Best 07816 386945 Tetbury, Glos

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Organic carrots 10 tons of organic ware carrots for sale washed in 20 kg bags Nikola 
Tonev

07917 650914 Woodbridge, 
Suffolk

Layers organic 
manure

There will be approximately 150 tonnes of organic layers manure 
for sale in January 2023.  If you are interested, please contact Tom 
Lander. High in organic nitrogen and phosphorus.

Tom Lander 07801 184385 Llandrindod Wells
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LAND AND GRAZING FOR SALE

Summer grazing 
for cattle

60 acres organic land for summer grazing young stock. TB 4 area. Adrian 
Procter

07967 158803 Settle, N Yorks

Cutting grass I anticipate having 60 + acres of 1st cut grass available to sell and 
would like to find out if it might be of interest to anybody. Please 
phone to discuss.

Peter Cole 07833 927084 Holsworthy, Devon

Organic 
grassland 
available for 
grazing/mowing

75 acres available for a grazing and mowing licence for the coming 
season, and to be renewed for ongoing seasons if required. Good 
5 year old organic leys. Fenced for cattle. Recently grazed and not 
mown. Shrewsbury area, SY5 9QB.

Tim Young 07583 871732 Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire

Sheep grazing 7 hectares in 4 fields available from April. All fields supplied with 
mains water troughs.

Michael 
Snead

01982 551848 Builth Wells, 
Powys

MACHINERY FOR SALE

6 metre Combcut 
machine

A versatile tool for weed control in grassland and  arable cropping.  
Very little used and kept under cover

Jo  Bradley 07749 879530 Sutton Bonington, 
Notts

Combcut 6m 
mechanical 
weeder

We have had this machine from new.  Done very little work, perhaps 
200 acres in total.  Does a very good job but doesn't fit in with our 
machinery and labour profile.  As new condition, stored inside always. 
Also row crop wheels to fit John Deere tractor front & rear.

D 
Thompson

07957 617619 Alnwick, 
Northumberland

Rau Sicam. Rau Sicam Kulticrop interow cultivator. Ideal for maize etc. Good 
condition.

Ken Samuel 07853 870282 Tewkesbury, Glos

Items wanted

LAND AND GRAZING WANTED

Organic Land  to  
expand Poultry 
Production

We are expanding our Organic Poultry Production in Pembrokeshire. 
It is an opportunity to diversify the income for your Organic Land. 
The package includes longer term contracts, mobile sheds, training 
and an attractive income. It will provide you organic fertiliser for your 
crops. The land should have good access and the preferred counties 
are Pembrokeshire, Carmarthenshire and Ceredigion.

Viran 07832 854012 Haverfordwest

MISCELLANEOUS WANTED

Share Farming 
Agreement

We are seeking a young individual/couple who have their own flock 
of organic sheep and are seeking progression of their business onto 
the next level. Would suit a first generation/new entrant. We wish to 
integrate sheep into our arable and cutting grass rotation and are 
looking to do this via a share farming type agreement. We have no 
on farm accommodation but we may well be able to assist you in 
relocating to the area if needs be. For more information please email 
your details over - sjbestfarmsltd@gmail.com

Simon Best 07816 386945 Tetbury, Glos

CATTLE GRAZING WANTED

Grazing wanted Grazing wanted for 30 cows and calves from April onwards due 
to rented land being sold. Ideally as close to Northumberland as 
possible but all areas considered.  Please telephone.

JOHN 
MOFFAT

07789 352330 Hexham, 
Northumberland

FEEDSTUFFS AND FORAGE WANTED

Organic feed 
barley wanted

Organic Feed barley wanted. Yorkshire. Jack 
Howarth

07704 542206 York, Yorkshire
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Updated approved inputs
SUPPLIER WEBSITE / EMAIL CATEGORY
Veolia ES (UK) Ltd arran.redman@veolia.com Bedding Material

Strathmore Renewables Ltd info@strathmorebarns.co.uk Animal Health Product

Bio Ag Limited http://www.independentsoils.co.uk/ Soil Conditioners

Calysta UK Ltd https://calysta.com Animal Feed material

Improcrop Limited t/a Alltech Crop 
Science

https://www.alltech.com/ Fertilisers

Frunol Delicia GmbH https://www.frunol-delicia.de/startseite/ Pest Control

Blackthorn Salt https://www.blackthornsalt.co.uk/ Ingredients

W Neudorff GmbH KG https://www.neudorff.de/ Pest Control, Insect Control

Strathclyde Nutrition Ltd https://www.strathclydenutrition.com/ Vitamins, minerals and trace elements

Soil Fertility Services Limited http://www.independentsoils.co.uk/ Plant Health Product, Soil Conditioners, Animal 
Feed Additives, Slurry Treatment

LKAB Minerals Ltd https://www.lkabminerals.com/en/products/
calcifert/

Soil Conditioners

ADM Protexin https://www.protexin.com/ Animal Health Product

Anpario PLC http://www.anpario.com/ Animal Feed additive

Seasol International Pty Ltd https://www.seasol.com.au/ Fertilisers

Devenish Nutrition https://www.devenishnutrition.com/ Vitamins, minerals and trace elements

AminoA Ltd https://www.aminoa.co.uk/ Fertilisers, Seed Treatment, 

Microferm Ltd https://www.microferm.co.uk/ Animal Feed additive, Silage Additive

Denis Brinicombe Group http://www.brinicombe.co.uk/ Vitamins, minerals and trace elements, Animal Feed 
supplement

Kelvin Cave Ltd https://kelvincave.com/ Silage Additive

Badger Consultants Ltd https://www.badgercropnutrition.co.uk/ Fertilisers

SB Osypenko http://biogel.com.ua/ Fertilisers

Mineral Guard Europe SP.zo.o. https://mineral-guard.com.pl/ Additives

Cargill Animal Nutrition T/A Provimi Ltd https://www.provimi.co.uk/gb-gb/Home.html Animal Feed additive

Chamcotec Ltd http://www.chamcotec.com/ Disinfectant/Cleaning agent

SUPPLIER WEBSITE / EMAIL CATEGORY
ICL UK Sales https://polysulphate.com Fertilisers

The (Global) Future Forest Company https://thefutureforestcompany.com Soil Conditioner

Recently awarded approved inputs
A full list of approved inputs appears on our website https://ofgorganic.org/useful-info/approved-suppliers

Approved Inputs

Website and Social Media
http://ofgorganic.org
https://www.facebook.com/organicfarmers
https://twitter.com/ofgorganic
https://www.instagram.com/ofgorganic
https://uk.linkedin.com/company/ofgorganic

We welcome your views and comments, we’re always keen to share good knowledge and 
experience. Exchanging the insights of hard working organic farmers and food businesses is 
essential in helping us all continue to build the organic movement.

https://ofgorganic.org/useful-info/approved-suppliers

