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General News
National Organic Combinable Crops (NOCC22)
5th July at  Henry Edmund's Cholderton Estate in Wiltshire

The highly popular annual farming 
conference, OF&G’s National Organic 
Combinable Crops, will be held in 
Wiltshire in July this year. 

The 1,000 hectare estate has been 
under organic certification with 
Organic Farmers & Growers CIC 
for twenty-one years. The owner, 
Henry Edmunds, is very happy to 
clearly describe how Cholderton is 
demonstrating a successful nature-
based approach to food production 
to all visitors to the farm. Recently that 
included the current Secretary of State 
for food and farming, George Eustice. 
Apparently Mr Eustice found the 
Cholderton case study so enlightening 
that he returned for a second visit. 

As reported in our November 
newsletter, Cholderton has been the 
subject of a very thorough Natural 
Capital accounting process run under 
a Defra funded Test and Trial project. 

In this video Henry talks about the 
work being undertaken at Cholderton 

Farming with nature: the Cholderton 
way: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=-Bd_wzyq6r8
Cholderton has also been selected 
as one of the finalists in the Climate 
Challenge cup. More details here:

https://www.climatechallengecup.
com/finalist-producing-food-on-
chalk-soil-without-damaging-the-
environment

#NOCC22 

Planning for the largest organic 
farming conference in the UK has 
begun with the farm itself being 
an absolute gem with some of the 
best nature management almost 
seamlessly going hand-in-hand with a 
really productive and important farm 
business.

Three local food businesses are 
working together to build a fabulous 
British menu to be served on the day 
and we look forward to welcoming 
farmers, bakers, millers, scientists and 
policymakers on 5 July. 

More details will be announced in the 
coming weeks and months. 

If you want to book a place or wish 
to take a trade stand please contact 
event director, Steven Jacobs.

Our report on the 2021 NOCC is 
available here:

https://ofgorganic.org/news/of-gs-
national-organic-combinable-crops-
2021-report

Next BASIS 
Foundation Award in 
Organic Farming 

1- 4 March - Stoneleigh

For further information 
see Page 2 or contact : 

admin@ofgorganic.org

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Bd_wzyq6r8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Bd_wzyq6r8
https://www.climatechallengecup.com/finalist-producing-food-on-chalk-soil-without-damaging-the-environment
https://www.climatechallengecup.com/finalist-producing-food-on-chalk-soil-without-damaging-the-environment
https://www.climatechallengecup.com/finalist-producing-food-on-chalk-soil-without-damaging-the-environment
https://www.climatechallengecup.com/finalist-producing-food-on-chalk-soil-without-damaging-the-environment
https://ofgorganic.org/news/of-gs-national-organic-combinable-crops-2021-report
https://ofgorganic.org/news/of-gs-national-organic-combinable-crops-2021-report
https://ofgorganic.org/news/of-gs-national-organic-combinable-crops-2021-report
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OF&G public comment on ELM/SFi
Organic principles get Defra backing in new schemes but again fail to name check ‘organic’
OF&G has called for more detail on Defra’s new 
Environmental Land Management schemes and for 
policymakers to voice the important market opportunity for 
organic farming.

“We’re still missing detail on how new schemes will 
integrate with existing land management initiatives. And 
while the Local Nature Recovery scheme could be a good 
fit for organic, farmers need much greater detail if they are 
to plan for the next 5-10 years,” says OF&G’s chief executive 
Roger Kerr.

“Making space for nature, creating wildlife habitat, choosing 
nature-based solutions, are all exactly what the UK’s 3,604 
certified organic farmers have always done.”

He adds that in failing to name check organic, Defra is 
failing to flag a market opportunity to farmers looking to 
adapt to the changing farming landscape.

Organic delivers a proven system of environmentally 
sensitive food production that operates within a fully 
regulated and audited farming scheme.

“It’s a system that delivers public goods while also providing 
nutritious food and sustaining rural economies. With the 
organic market growing at a rate of over 8% year-on-year, 
surely it is a mistake on the part of Government not to now 
publicly recognise this opportunity.

“It is the job of government to provide support that is both 
consistent and accessible,” he notes.

“What we are calling for is recognition that organic is a clear 
part of the wider Defra policy agenda. The UK needs a 
strong organic supply base and there’s an obvious fit with 
Defra’s environmental direction.”

Mr Kerr is clear that organic farming won’t be for everyone, 
but points out that with input costs spiraling, organic is worth 
investigating for those minded to explore the opportunity.

“It’s disappointing that George Eustice has again failed 
to give proper assurance to Britain’s farming community 
and missed an opportunity to highlight the need for the 
integrated approach to land management that organic 
already offers. Now is not the time to be shying away from 
backing what is a lucrative and environmentally beneficial 
system for many UK farm enterprises,” he concludes. 

This article is also available to read online: 

https://ofgorganic.org/news/organic-principles-get-defra-
backing-in-new-schemes-but-again-fail-to-name-check-
organic

BASIS  Foundation Award in Organic Farming 2022
New BASIS organic farming course dates 2022 
https://ofgorganic.org/news/new-basis-organic-farming-
course-dates-2022-released 

The next course will take place between 1-4 March at the 
RAS building, Stoneleigh, Warwickshire.

Abacus Agriculture and OF&G successfully delivered the 
first BASIS Foundation Award in Organic Farming between 
21 -24 September 2021. This pilot course was taken by 8 
candidates from a variety of backgrounds including organic 
and non-organic farmers and related industries. 

Stephen Clarkson (OF&G) said, ‘This course gave the 
candidates a real grounding in the principles and practices 
of organic production’. He added ‘We were really pleased 
to see such good interaction from the group, with everyone 
very engaged. The candidates came from a variety of 
agricultural backgrounds, making this a great pilot course 
on which we can now build.’

If you are interested in taking a course please send an 
email to admin@ofgorganic.org 

The BASIS website has further information -
https://www.basis-reg.co.uk/training?area=foundation-
awards-courses&course=foundation-award-in-organic-
farming

Further dates are planned for

19 - 22 April - Yorkshire - Riccall Regen Centre, York

14 - 17 June - SW  - Bath and West Showground

OF&G Organic Conversion Information Page
We have assembled information online to help guide people who are considering converting 
their farm businesses to organic. 

https://ofgorganic.org/of-g-organic-conversion-information

If you have any queries please contact the OF&G office. 

https://ofgorganic.org/news/organic-principles-get-defra-backing-in-new-schemes-but-again-fail-to-name-check-organic
https://ofgorganic.org/news/organic-principles-get-defra-backing-in-new-schemes-but-again-fail-to-name-check-organic
https://ofgorganic.org/news/organic-principles-get-defra-backing-in-new-schemes-but-again-fail-to-name-check-organic
https://ofgorganic.org/news/new-basis-organic-farming-course-dates-2022-released
https://ofgorganic.org/news/new-basis-organic-farming-course-dates-2022-released
mailto:admin%40ofgorganic.org?subject=
https://www.basis-reg.co.uk/training?area=foundation-awards-courses&course=foundation-award-in-organic-farming
https://www.basis-reg.co.uk/training?area=foundation-awards-courses&course=foundation-award-in-organic-farming
https://www.basis-reg.co.uk/training?area=foundation-awards-courses&course=foundation-award-in-organic-farming
https://ofgorganic.org/of-g-organic-conversion-information
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OF&G and Organics in the News
How we farm at Deepdale Farm 

An account of where things are for 
Nathan and Jason at Deepdale farm 
was spotted via twitter.

https://www.deepdalefarm.co.uk/
how-we-farm-at-deepdale/

The farm has been in organic 
conversion since 2020 and is due 
to harvest its first fully organic crops 
in 2023. Until then, our crops are 
described as ‘in conversion’. The 
conversion process takes two years. 
Our entire farmed area has gone into 
organic conversion, including those 
areas managed for wildlife. We sold or 
safely disposed of all of the chemicals 
we used to use on the farm, and now 
use our old spray store as a seed 
store.

Organic farming means farming 
without the use of artificial pesticides, 
fertilizers or other crop protection 
products. Seeds must also be of 
organic origin, unless they are mixes 
of seeds, in which case 70% of the mix 
must be organic.

Our certification body, which is the 
organisation that we are registered 
with and that inspects us, is Organic 
Farmers and Growers. Organic 
farming requires us to meet stringent 
standards across soil health, growing, 
crop processing and handling.

We chose to start farming organically 
as it gave us a framework to focus 
all of our efforts on finding natural 
ways to improve soil health, support 
biodiversity and make the farm a 
more beautiful and healthy place to 

work, stay and live. Working to organic 
standards, we also hope to produce 
food or food products that are healthy, 
nutritious and delicious. We’d love to 
make bread, beer and other things 
that we’d like to eat and drink.

OF&G welcomes SFI rollout

On 2 December the Defra Secretary 
of State, George Eustice, gave a 
speech at the Country Land and 
Business Association conference. In 
his announcement Mr Eustice talked 
about climate change and food 
security alongside the design of new 
agri-environment schemes. 

An excerpt of the speech given by the 
SoS, 

“The conventional post-war view in 
farming has been that productivity 
essentially means increasing inputs to 
drive greater volumes of production 
from the same unit, but many farmers 
are starting to see that there is more 
than one way to increase profits. 
Securing added value and a higher 
price for your produce or reducing 
your inputs and costs increases profit 
margins, reduces risk and increases 
the resilience of the enterprise. It 
accords with the second piece of 
advice handed down the generations 
from my great grandfather which 
was - if you want to make money in 
agriculture, you need to keep the 
salesmen on the other side of the 
gate.

“Today, many farm businesses are 
already in the process of reappraising 
their approach and moving towards 

more extensive and regenerative 
farming techniques.

Mr Eustice went on to cite the work 
of farmers including some organic 
examples, James Robinson in Cumbria 
and Pollybell Farm in South Yorkshire.  

In response we released a statement 
fro our chief executive, Roger 
which was picked up by a number 
of publications including the Fresh 
Produce Journal. 

OF&G's Roger Kerr supports Defra's 
announcement on next year's rollout 
of the Sustainable Farming Incentive 
scheme in the UK

Excerpt of article - 

"The mention of ‘an easily accessible, 
holistic package for organic farmers’ 
is the acknowledgement of the 
need for ongoing support of organic 
farmers and support for those going 
into conversion," said OF&G chief 
executive Roger Kerr. "Organic has 
clear, verified and robust standards 
and proven delivery of environmental 
benefits and we are pleased to 
see Defra include it within the SFI 
proposals."

The full article can be read here 

http://www.fruitnet.com/fpj/
article/187010/ofg-welcomes-sfi-
rollout

Environment Secretary speech at CLA 
Conference 2 December 2021    

https://www.gov.uk/government/
speeches/environment-secretary-
speech-at-cla-conference-2-
december-2021

Roger’s full statement has been 
published on the OF&G website 

https://ofgorganic.org/news/
sustainable-farming-incentive-of-g-
statement

If any of the farms registered 
with us have anything similar 
we’d really like to see those 
and would be very happy to 

share more widely

OF&G letter to the Lords’ 
Secondary Legislation Scrutiny 
Committee
Last week the Defra Secretary of State, George Eustice, 
went ahead with plans to “use existing powers under 
the Environmental Protection Act 1990 to lay a Statutory 
Instrument.”

Defra's intention is that the 1990 Environmental Protection 
Act be amended to include new GMOs as if the CRISPR 
gene modification tool and process are akin to 'traditional' 
or 'natural' breeding. We disagree and believe that such a 

premise is incorrect and 
potentially very harmful. 

We have responded to 
The Lords’ Secondary 
Legislation Scrutiny 
Committee (SLSC) who 
scrutinise all statutory 
instruments (SIs). 

For more detail our letter to Lord Hodgson is available to 
read online here:

https://ofgorganic.org/news/of-g-letter-to-the-lords-
secondary-legislation-scrutiny-committee

https://www.deepdalefarm.co.uk/how-we-farm-at-deepdale/
https://www.deepdalefarm.co.uk/how-we-farm-at-deepdale/
http://www.fruitnet.com/fpj/article/187010/ofg-welcomes-sfi-rollout
http://www.fruitnet.com/fpj/article/187010/ofg-welcomes-sfi-rollout
http://www.fruitnet.com/fpj/article/187010/ofg-welcomes-sfi-rollout
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/environment-secretary-speech-at-cla-conference-2-december-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/environment-secretary-speech-at-cla-conference-2-december-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/environment-secretary-speech-at-cla-conference-2-december-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/environment-secretary-speech-at-cla-conference-2-december-2021
https://ofgorganic.org/news/sustainable-farming-incentive-of-g-statement
https://ofgorganic.org/news/sustainable-farming-incentive-of-g-statement
https://ofgorganic.org/news/sustainable-farming-incentive-of-g-statement
https://ofgorganic.org/news/of-g-letter-to-the-lords-secondary-legislation-scrutiny-committee
https://ofgorganic.org/news/of-g-letter-to-the-lords-secondary-legislation-scrutiny-committee


For your Organic Business4

Market Information
Grain Prices: 
Courtesy of Andrew 
Trump, Organic Arable
The organic cereal market remains 
interesting.  There is little wheat 
or barley left unsold on farm and 
values have responded to the lack 
of availability with prices for milling 
wheat and malting barley over £350 
ex farm.  Feed values are some way 
below especially feed oats which 
despite a large discount seem to be 
attracting little interest from buyers.  
There is little to suggest prices 
are likely to weaken significantly.  
However we see quite significant 
spread in values from different buyers 
according to the level of cover and 
the value of feed they have sold so 
pricing the market can be a challenge 
especially as volumes are low.  
Affordability is an issue with many 
livestock producers seeing feed costs 
far above budgeted levels.  Feed 
buyers have been taking cover but 
many still have buying to do uncertain 
of the demand for higher cost feeds.  
The lack of availability of grains from 
the Baltics and Black Sea origins 
and the increased freight costs have 
supported these higher values.

Protein prices remain eyewatering 
with soya expeller holding its value 
at somewhere between £1000 - 
£1100.  This has dragged bean values 
well over £500 per tonne but again 
different buyers value them differently 
in relation to the soya price and so we 
see a spread in value.

There is increasing interest in UK 
sourcing of feed grains and we need 
to see organic cereal producers 
respond to the opportunities this 
presents.  The trend for growing 
primarily for the human consumption 
market must be challenged as we 
need a thriving secondary market for 
those grains that don’t make human 
consumption specification.    If we 
don’t supply the organic feed market 
we cannot complain if they source 
overseas and so if the value is good 
strongly consider supplying the feed 
market.  Values will remain strong 
into the new crop and higher feed 
base values generally reduces the 
human consumption premium as a 

percentage of the crop value.

Please see https://www.
organicarable.co.uk/arable for more 
information.

Please keep an eye on our blog 
www.organicarable.co.uk/blog 
01638 744144 / 07980 955490
@organicarable

Organic Livestock 
Trends: OLMC
ORGANIC STORE CATTLE

The cattle and sheep trade continues 
to be very strong.

Organic dairy heifers are in demand 
throughout the country with prices 
ranging from £1,800.00 - £2,200.00 
for quality Fr/Holstein type heifers.  
Smaller cross bred grazing heifers 
are in the £1,300.00 - £1,600.00 price 
range.

The strong trade seems to be driven 
by industry “experts”, predicting 
a rise in milk prices in the next six 
months and a world-wide shortfall 
in milk supplies.  The organic cattle 
trade again continues to be strong, 
with producers receiving better than 
expected returns for their finished 
cattle.  This along with adequate 
supplies of forage is keeping store 
cattle prices very buoyant, with 
demand being outstripped by supply 
particularly for bigger good quality 
cattle, although concentrate prices 
are challenging some finishers.

Confidence again appears strong in 
the sheep sectors on the back of two 
good years defying all the potential 
challenges of Brexit.

We do live in a time of uncertainty 
and the last two years have been 
as uncertain as most of us can 
remember.

Its clear to me that the next 12 
months to 2 years will continue to 
be uncertain.  There are all sorts of 
threats and opportunities, the theory 
of economics is simple, prices can go 
up, come down or stay the same.  My 
prediction is that things will remain 
uncertain!!

For further details contact the office 
on 01829 730580 or: 

Store cattle; Peter Jones - 
07720 892922 / Manon Parry             
07500 747886

Dairy cattle; David Bostock -      
07734 808050

Sheep and lambs; Iain Turner - 
07970 197619

Organic Prime Beef Cattle 

The festive period maintained a 
strong trade for prime cattle, this was 
helped but there not being large 
numbers present so prices held. The 
start of the year which normally can 
be a little slow has started in perhaps 
a stronger position than we would 
have expected however again this is 
largely due to a shortage in numbers 
rather than demand racing away. 
We are still experiencing issues with 
COVID and staff shortages at abattoirs 
impacting processing, however this is 
creating a lot less of a problem than in 
other sectors.

Organic Cull Cows

The demand for cull cows has 
maintained a good level throughout 
the end of 2021 and into the new 
year, numbers of stock moving and kill 
days over the festive period caused 
the demand and price to ease a 
fraction, however, producers are now 
seeing a slight strengthening in price 
now numbers are shorter coming 
forward.

Average R4L Organic UTM in spec 
@ 500p/kg deadweight

Average R4L Organic OTM Cow in 
spec @ 330p/kg deadweight

Finished Old Season Lambs

The lamb trade continues fluctuate 
as it would normally, however the 
prices being achieved are still 
extremely good with a very strong 
demand particularly for Organic stock. 
Clearly this time of year cleanliness 
is important so make sure you aware 
of the guidelines for suppling stock 
for slaughter to save any unexpected 
deductions.

Average R3L organic NSL in spec @ 
630p/kg

For further details contact Tim Leigh 
on 07850 366404

https://www.organicarable.co.uk/arable
https://www.organicarable.co.uk/arable
http://www.organicarable.co.uk/blog
http://organicarable.co.uk
https://twitter.com/organicarable


For your Organic Business 5

Organic Dairy 
Report: Courtesy of 
Rob Daykin, Daykin 
Partnership Ltd.
Organic milk outlook remains 
bleak as farmers convert back to 
conventional
The new year has started where the 
other left off, and it’s the same old 
story for organic dairy farmers, I’m 
afraid. Although there have been 
milk price increases for organic the 
wholesale lack of profitability in the 
sector means that more and more 
organic farmers are converting back 
to conventional, or are considering it.

Milk prices are simply not keeping 
pace with costs and the gap between 
the organic price and the conventional 
price continues to narrow. For 
example, there has been an 11% 
increase in the average non-aligned 
conventional milk price between 
November and February, with Arla 
and Muller’s farmers having  a 12-13% 
lift. Organic farmers as a whole have 
seen a 6% rise, with OMSCO farmers 
getting less than 3%, and Muller’s 7%. 
Arla’s farmers get a respectable 10% 
rise:

The net result is that the organic price 
now only commands a premium over 
conventional milk of  around 20%. In 

its hey-day it used to be 45%! And the 
OMSCo price is on a par with some 
conventional milk! Although there is 
the promise of better news from the 
firm this spring, we don’t know what 
that is right now. At least its farmers 
got an extra 0.5ppl retrospective 
payment on their ‘A’ litres for October, 
November and December this month 
to help pay the bills.

The fact of the matter is that the 
conventional spot price is way higher 
than the organic price at up to 50p. 
That, again, is a rarity.

The main question organic farmers 
want answering is whether that 
20% differential will get back up 
to 35 to 40% to restore the rightful 
and necessary differential between 
conventional and organic.

Currently it is hard to say. Probably 
not.

Industry experts are saying that right 
now there’s a “reset moment” in dairy, 
where there has to be an acceptance 
that dairy prices have to increase 
and will have to be permanently 
set  at a higher level than they have 
been recently. This is happening in 
the cheese market already, and is 
now starting to hit liquid milk soon as 
capacity is tight and more lucrative 
markets beckon elsewhere.

One of the reasons for this is the 
phenomenal increase in costs being 

witnessed on farm, not least in the 
price of energy which is affecting 
everything from fertiliser costs, to 
electricity bills (one modest sized 
farmer with 130 cows has seen his 
electricity bill increase from £3000 
a year to £18,000, for example), to 
milk haulage, to processing costs. 
Feed costs are also up significantly. 
Estimates point to a cost of production 
price of 36- 37p for this year for 
conventional milk.

As yet, though, no one is really 
talking about the need for a reset 
for the organic market, despite 
costs, - especially feed costs - also 
going through the roof. The cost of 
production of organic milk is likely 
to be nearer 45p, and that will only 
increase as feed costs prevent a 
growth in output that helps to dilute 
costs.

Perhaps this lack of urgent ‘organic 
reset chatter’ is because it’s a smaller, 
nicher market, or because OMSCo 
is still restructuring, or because the 
market is over supplied with milk and 
finding it harder to export after Brexit. 
Either way organic milk needs its own 
reset moment if the sector is going 
to have the promising future it should 
have, and deserves.

Office 01327 264962  

Mobile 07815 741547  

www.daykinpartnership.co.uk

Website and Social Media
http://ofgorganic.org
https://www.facebook.com/organicfarmers
https://twitter.com/ofgorganic
https://www.instagram.com/ofgorganic
https://uk.linkedin.com/company/ofgorganic

We welcome your views and comments, we’re always keen to share good knowledge and 
experience. Exchanging the insights of hard working organic farmers and food businesses is 
essential in helping us all continue to build the organic movement.

http://www.daykinpartnership.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/organicfarmers
https://twitter.com/ofgorganic
https://www.instagram.com/ofgorganic
https://uk.linkedin.com/company/ofgorganic
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FEEDSTUFFS AND FORAGE FOR SALE

Hay Good quality hay from old fashioned Devon Permanent Pasture. Made 
in extremely good conditions in 2019 and 2020 and stored well. 96 
Round Bales.

Peter Cole 07833 927084 Holsworthy, Devon

Clamp Silage 2 Clamps of mainly first cut silage with some second cut. Made well 
with analysis available. 1 Clamp of 2020 silage, 1 Clamp of 2021 silage.

Peter Cole 07833 927084 Holsworthy, Devon

Silage and Hay Red clover/ryegrass and white clover/ryegrass silage, 1st and 2nd cut 
available. All in round bales, chopped and double wrapped. 1st cut 
made May 2021, 2nd cut made August 2021. Also meadow hay, made 
July 2021, round bales net wrapped.

Charlie 
Morrish

07971 230728 Barnstaple, Devon

Small bale hay. Organic small bale meadow hay. Made during July heatwave. Also 
small bales from improved ley. £4.50 per bale. Located Denbigh,

Owain 
Noble

07919 652806 Denbigh, Conwy

Organic Big Bale 
Hay

2021 May/ June  Hay, good Quality. Four string Class 2100 Bale Paul Phillips 07971 184590 Wincanton, 
Somerset

Organic euro bale 
hay

Made in june 8ft long about 200 available John Hatton 07803 721236 Chelmsford, Essex

Organic round 
silage bales

Organic round silage bales, well made and wrapped. Pls call for price 
as dependent upon quantity. 12 miles west of Shrewsbury,

Graeme 
Burrowes

07917 404151 nr Shrewsbury, 
Powys

Organic Oat 
straw

50 bales of oat straw. 4 string 80/90. Stored in shed. John Hatton 07803 721236 Chelmsford, Esses

Organic silage 
for sale

300 Organic round bale silage/ haylage Excellent quality made July 
2021 meadow grass with white clover mix

Kelly 
Chappell

07983 523487 South Molton, 
Devon

2021 Organic Hay Round bale hay - very well made early summer 2021. Mix of meadow 
mix and new ley. Dry stored. Claas R550 contract baler. Collection 
from farm in North Devon or delivery can be arranged at cost. 400 
bales.

Wayne 
Copp

07818 011591 Ilfracombe, Devon

Big bale hay - 
400 bales of well 
made 2021 hay in 
Claas Quadrants - 
OX18 area

400 bales (approximately 400 kg) of well made, ragwort-free, organic 
hay from wild flower meadow in Oxfordshire. Bales are 1200 x 70 x 
2400. All barn stored.

Simon 
Collins

07790 618980 Bampton, 
Oxfordshire

Organic Red Beet 
-beetroot

300t of Red Beet (beetroot) for sale from a concrete clamp near 
penkridge, can deliver at extra cost with tractor trailer 14t or lorry 28t

Will 07825 505722 Penkridge, Staffs

Forage For Sale 250 White Clover and Hybrid Ryegrass 1st Cut Silage Bales 120x70 
Squares cut 4th week May. 150 Red Clover and Italian Ryegrass 1st 
Cut Silage Bales 80x90 Squares cut 3rd week of May. 100 Perm 
Pasture Haylage, 2nd cut in July. Lovely and leafy. 120x70 squares. 
150 Italian Ryegrass Haylage 2nd Cut in July. 250 Pasture Hay for sale 
in 120x70 squares. Easy access for loading. 15 mins from J18 M4.

Simon Best 07816 386945 Tetbury, 
Gloucestershire

Organic Round 
Bale Haylage

Organic round bale haylage. Well made good stuff. Available in Mid 
Wales. Please ring for a price.

Jeremy Dale 07946 591636 Newtown, Powys

Organic Small 
Bale Hay

Lovely small bale organic meadow hay, made July 2021, barn stored. 
250 bales available.

Claire Taylor 07802 432539 Honiton, Devon

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Organic Layers 
Manure

Organic layers manure available for immediate movement. 
Approximately 100 tonnes in covered storage, Â£2 discount per 
tonne for collection in December.

James Kent 07710 811805 Worcester, Worcs

Organic top and 
soft fruit farm 
available Essex

Looking for someone to take over the management and business 
from the fruit side of the farm. Further land could also be cultivated & 
rented if a year round venture with vegetables was required. Could 
provide accommodation if needed. Land totals 26 acres.

Laura Stroud 07803 893817 Saffron Walden, 
Essex

SHEEP FOR SALE

Organic pedigree 
ewe lambs

I have a few registered pedigree ewe lambs born in March and April 
2021. Greyface Dartmoors bred from good lines and also well bred 
Oxford Downs. 4 Oxfords available at £275 and about 5 Greyface 
Dartmoor at £250. All organic. High welfare recipients only.

Rose Dale 07535 611919 Thame, Oxon

Items for sale
Note: Purchasers should always check the current certificate and the status with the vendor. OF&G cannot take 
responsibility for any stock, items or services sold through this service. Advertisements are accepted at OF&G’s discretion.

Classified Advertisements
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MISCELLANEOUS WANTED

Experienced 
organic 
farmworker seeks 
work

Experienced organic farmworker seeks work this winter. Paul Smith 07930 805670 Oxford, 
Oxfordshire

Interns wanted 
on Organic 
Vegetable Farm, 
2022 season

We are an organic market garden based in a 4.5-acre walled garden; 
part of a large, diversified regenerative organic mixed farm. We grow 
vegetables, fruit and flowers. We practice no-dig methods focussing 
on soil health and composting, with an emphasis on soil health.  We 
seek enthusiastic, industrious and self-motivated interns with a good-
natured and positive attitude to become part of our small field team. 
View full posting here: shorturl.at/bhozG To apply, send CV and a 
letter of interest by email to: vegetables@linleyestate.co.uk

Kate 
Gatacre

Bishop's Castle, 
Shropshire

Vegetable 
Manager

Radford Mill Farm is seeking a vegetable manager to expand the 
salads and other vegetables growing in the fields and poly-tunnels, 
as well as the orchard and fruit field.  There is scope for someone 
to develop their own ideas. We are seeking an innovative person 
with prior proven experience of vegetable growing. There is space 
to expand and, in the long term, the opportunity to take on a lease if 
you wish. For a full job description and further details please contact 
Richard Fox.

Richard Fox 07908 088369 Bath, Bath & North 
Somerset

Self employed 
looking for farm 
work

Looking for work around the Shropshire area. I have worked 
on arable farms up to 6,000 acres with modern kit carrying out 
cultivations, slurry spreading, variable rate fert applications & harvest 
work. I also have lambing experience and lambed for the Royal 
veterinary College for 2 years as a night lamber.

Matt 
Carpanini

07948 324879 Wem, Shropshire

Employment 
opportunity in 
Kent

We are looking for someone to work on our small friendly Market 
Garden, Based near Wingham in Kent. We grow both organic and 
conventional crops. The work varies and will include but not limited 
to; planting, stringing, rotovating, weeding, harvesting, order picking 
and packing produce. You will be working indoor and outdoor in 
all weather conditions. This is a full time seasonal position. Basic 
hours are 39 per week with the option of overtime. Pay is subject to 
experience. We have a caravan for accommodation if needed.

Paul Vesey-
Wells

07740 352193 Canterbury, Kent

Established 
farmers market 
in north london 
seeks organic 
produce / 
producers

Hi there, we are looking for: 1) organic farms who may wish to 
trade at our market. 2) producers (especially of dairy and eggs) 
who can deliver to us, even if they cannot themselves run a stall. 
Stroud Green Market, Perth Rd N4 3HB, Finsbury Park area, www.
stroudgreenmarket.com

Ed 07731 700774 London

Full-time grower/
harvester position 
in Shropshire 
Market garden

We are an organic market garden based in a 4.5-acre walled garden; 
part of a large, diversified regenerative organic mixed farm. We grow 
vegetables, fruit and flowers. We practice no-dig methods focussing 
on soil health and composting, with an emphasis on soil health. We 
seek a full-time grower/harvester to join our team for the long-term. 
We seek someone who has a year's experience in a commercial 
market garden, is self-motivated and good-natured to become part 
of our small field team. Please send an application letter and CV to 
vegetables@linleyestate.co.uk

Kate 
Gatacre

07970 900113 Bishop's Castle, 
Shropshire

DAIRY CATTLE FOR SALE

80-100 Organic 
summer calving 
cows

80-100 Organic July-September  calving cows subject to PD in 
December (in milk) cross bred 450-500kg

Llewellyn 
Statton

07917 458286 Bodmin, Devon

British Frisian 
cows 3-6 
lactation

bf cows 4 freshly calved  and more due from now through January Chris 
Samuel

07890 131823 Llanelli, 
Carmarthenshire

Organic Friesian 
bulling heifers

Organic Friesian bulling heifers for sale, aged 18-25 months. Henry 
Edmunds

01980 629203 Salisbury, Wilts

Items wanted

SEED FOR SALE

Organic Oats 300t of Organic Oats - NOT LRT registered. Stenigot Estate Company Linda 
Gravells

07789 098498 Louth, Lincs

CATTLE AND SHEEP WANTED

Organic Cattle & 
Sheep Wanted

ABP are committed to organic cattle and sheep farmers and offer: *12 month contracts starting in October each year. 
*Seasonal bonuses. * Additional home-bred cattle bonuses of 25p p/kg. * Transparent and competitive pricing based on 
AHDB England and Wales R4L Steers. * Weigh day, pay day, same day guarantee. Contact us today. Website: abplivestock.
com Site contacts: ABP Perth / Iain Mitchell 07983 435420 : ABP Ellesmere / Tom Baldwin 07425 624124 : ABP Guildford / 
Nigel Bond 07818 043408 : ABP Sturminster / Jak Ramsey 07896 439462: ABP Yetminste / Tom Coombes 07973 860332
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Updated approved inputs
SUPPLIER WEBSITE / EMAIL CATEGORY
Sumitomo Chemical (UK) Plc https://www.sumitomo-chemical.co.uk Insect Control

Darlingtons Group https://www.darlingtons-group.co.uk/ Vitamins, minerals and trace elements

Weeding Technologies Ltd https://www.weedingtech.com/ Weed Control

Tricet UK Ltd https://www.tricetuk.com/ Soil Conditioners, Foliar Treatment

Certis https://www.certiseurope.co.uk/certis-uk-
ireland/

Disinfectant/Cleaning agent, Fungicide, Insect 
Control, Pest Control

Gromax Industries Ltd http://www.gromax.co.uk/ Weed Control

Arden Wood Shavings Ltd https://www.ardenwoodshavings.co.uk/ Bedding Material

B & W Feeds (Mobile) Ltd https://www.bwfeeds.com/ Vitamins, minerals and trace elements, Animal Feed 
Additives

Realistic Agri Ltd https://www.realisticagri.com/ Processing Aids

Herban UK Limited https://www.herban.co.uk/ Animal Feed Supplements

Hygeia http://www.mygardenexpert.com Plant Health Products

Agrimin Ltd https://www.agrimin.co.uk/ Vitamins, minerals and trace elements

Volac International Ltd UKE0346 https://www.volac.com/ Silage Additive

Greenworld Sales Ltd david@greenworldsales.co.uk Soil Conditioner, Composts

Celtic Sea Minerals http://celticseaminerals.com/ Vitamins, minerals and trace elements, Fertilisers

Aphaeas Agriculture Ltd https://aphaeas-agri.com/ Soil Conditioners

PlantWorks Ltd http://smart.plantworksuk.co.uk Plant Health Product

Unium Bioscience Ltd https://www.uniumbioscience.com Fertilisers

Pre-Treatment Solutions Ltd http://www.healthyhoovesuk.com/ Animal Health Product

Agrimax PTE Ltd http://www.agrimax.com.sg Plant Health Product

SUPPLIER WEBSITE / EMAIL CATEGORY
Andermatt UK https://www.andermattuk.com Fertilisers

Arisaco Group FZC http://arisaco.com Ingredients

Recently awarded approved inputs
A full list of approved inputs appears on our website https://ofgorganic.org/useful-info/approved-suppliers

Approved Inputs

LAND AND GRAZING WANTED

Wanted - 
organic land 
entrepreneurs

The hunt is on for innovative and dynamic land entrepreneurs, 
interested in an exciting opportunity to build on a successful organic 
farming, retail and tourism business at Slack House Farm, Gilsland 
situated on the Cumbrian / Northumbrian boundary in the heart of 
Hadrian's wall country. Lots more information about the farm can be 
found by visiting the web site. https://slackhousefarm.co.uk/

Sue Steer 07729 927777 Craven Arms

Organic Land  to  
expand Poultry 
Production

We are expanding our Organic Poultry Production in Pembrokeshire. 
It is an opportunity to diversify the income for your Organic Land. 
The package includes longer term contracts, mobile sheds, training 
and an attractive income. It will provide you organic fertiliser for your 
crops. The land should have good access and the preferred counties 
are Pembrokeshire, Carmarthenshire and Ceredigion.

Viran 07832 854012 Haverfordwest

DAIRY CATTLE WANTED

Share dairy 
farmer

Exciting opportunity for share farming 200 cow robotic milking 
herd on Kent/Sussex border. Must be enthusiastic, skilled in grass 
management and experienced herd manager

Ian Bowman 07847 300320 Tunbridge Wells, 
Kent

FEEDSTUFFS AND FORAGE WANTED

Organic Barley Wanted organic feed barley. Monmouthshire Rhys Parry 01291 689301 Chepstow, 
Monmouthshire

https://ofgorganic.org/useful-info/approved-suppliers
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For your Organic Business

If you have any concerns or queries please do not 
hesitate to contact your Certification Officer

Northern Ireland

As many of you will have read in 
previous emails, the implementation 
of the Northern Ireland (NI) Protocols 
mean that organic production within 
NI is undertaken in compliance with 
the European Union organic standards 
and not those implemented with the 
rest of Great Britain (GB). On 1 January 
2022 a new European Regulation 
came into effect in the EU meaning 
this is required to be implemented 
within NI from that date. The new 
regulation 2018/848 is very different 
in its make up to its predecessor, with 
a basic act followed by delegated 
and implementing acts. Whilst there 
are a number of areas within the 
new regulation that will not change 
there are also areas where you 
will see significant changes to the 
requirements. Over the next month 
we will be sending information to 
operators in Northern Ireland regarding 
those new requirements.

Please note that to allow for time to 
implement the changes required within 
the new regulation, 2018/848, for both 
OF&G and our operators we have 
taken the decision to postpone all 
inspections until March 2022.

If you have any questions please 
contact Steve Clarkson - Certification & 
Compliance Manager

COVID Easements in NI and 
GB
On 31 December 2021 the COVID 
easements in place in Northern Ireland 
(Regulation (EU) 2020/977) allowing 
for an inspection to be undertaken 
remotely (not physical, on-site) and 
the signing/stamping of the Certificate 
of Inspection (COI) to be completed 
electronically without the use of E-Seal 
were due to expire. Defra’s Northern 
Ireland Competent Authority has 
confirmed there will be no extension to 
easements beyond 31 December. This 
means from 1 January 2022:

• Inspections in Northern Ireland are 
now required to be physical, on-
site inspections;

• The requirement for additional 
visits has reverted back to 10% of 
annual inspections;

• The number of samples collected 
and tested will revert back to 5% 
of operator numbers;

• The COI must be signed via the 
E-Seal or printed and stamped/
signed and accompany the 
products. 

Supplying Certificates
Upon completion of the inspection 
and certification process OF&G will 
issue operators with a Certificate of 
Compliance.  Whilst being the property 

of OF&G, this certificate is proof 
that your system is compliant with 
the organic requirements and your 
products, be it grain, milk, ingredients 
or manufactured products, may be 
marketed as organic. 

When selling products to another 
organically certified operator you must 
ensure a copy of your most recent (up-
to-date) certificate is available to your 
customers. 

At OF&G we receive many requests 
for copies of certificates of registered 
operators.  Whilst we are happy to help 
with this whenever we can, please be 
aware that as the registered operator it 
is your responsibility to ensure a copy 
of your certificate is provided to your 
customers/buyers when marketing 
organic products.

Cont/..

Staff News - Julie Gadsbey
On 1 February Julie Gadsbey is 
joining the producer certification 
team. Julie comes to OF&G with 
a great deal of experience and 
knowledge of farming issues having 
grown up on the family farm in 
Staffordshire. I’m sure you will all 
welcome Julie into her new role. 
We’ll give her time to settle in and 
get her head around the complexities 
of organic certification before letting 
you know a little more about her.

Seed Use  
It is that time of year again when 
producers are looking at seed 
availability for the coming season. 
If you are looking to sow a single 
seed variety for harvesting as hard 
grain (such as wheat or barley) you 
must try and source organic seed in 
the first instance. You can do this by 
checking the seeds database www.
organicxseeds.com. If no seed of the 

species you wish to sow is available on 
Organicx you can apply for approval 
to use non-organic untreated seed. 
If the species you wish to grow is 
available as organic but the variety 
you require is not, you must give 
agronomic justification then as to 
why the varieties that are available 
within the database as organic are not 
suitable. In both cases you must apply 

for approval before you sow the crop. If 
you wish to sow a mixture (combi-crop) 
for harvesting as a hard grain (not a 
forage) you will be required to source 
a mixture with 100% organic seed 
content.  If you are unable to find such 
a mixture you will be required to obtain 
approval as you would for a single 
variety detailed above.

Producers

General
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Processors
Indian CBs  
New requirements have been put in 
place by Defra for all imports from 
India of organic food, feed and seed 
products. This follows the concerns 
raised by the FSA about a significant 
number of products containing sesame 
seeds with high levels of ethylene 
oxide (ETO), as mentioned in our 
September 2021 newsletter. 

Until at least 30th June 2022, on arrival 
in GB all the aforementioned products 
imported from India must be sampled 
by the importer and tested for ETO.

Any detection of ETO must be 
communicated to the importer's 
Organic Control Body and the products 
downgraded.

Issues with TRACES NT
We have recently been having issues 
with the use of TRACES NT due to 
updates to their system. Unfortunately 
OF&G were delisted and then relisted 
and at the time of going to print this 
issue is still ongoing.

As a result, most operators have been 
unable to select OF&G in Box 1 of 
the Certificate of Inspection (COI) on 
the Traces web portal. Where this is 
affecting the operator, we are currently 
having to create the COI’s before then 
stamping and signing. Please notify 
us in advance if you are experiencing 
these issues and wish us to raise a 
COI.

Fraudulent Certificates
We have been notified via the EOCC of 
the following fraudulent certificate that 
is currently in circulation:

ECOCERT

CTRL PORT ILETISIM DANISMANLIK 
REKLAM VE

The certifier has stated that they did 
not issue this certificate and does not 
certify this operator. If you receive 
or have received a certificate in the 
above name please contact your 
Certification Officer immediately.

If you are looking to sow a grass and/or 
forage seed mixture the current agreed 
organic content for these mixtures has 
been capped at a minimum 70% for the 
year 2022. 70% organic seed mixtures 
may be sown without approval prior to 
sowing, however, the approval must be 
obtained prior to your next inspection. 

We have been informed that certain 
crop species are in short supply, 
particularly in relation to combi-crop 
mixtures for harvesting as a forage. 
If the mix you wish to sow does not 
contain the minimum 70% organic 
content you must obtain approval prior 
to sowing the mix giving an agronomic 

justification as to why the mixture is 
required. 

Failure to obtain the approval at 
the correct time will result in the 
identification of a non-compliance and 
may lead to the removal of organic 
status of the resultant crop. 
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