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General News
Growing organic - a multifunctional 
component of land use policy
It is now understood that there will 
not be an English land use strategy 
this side of a General Election. This is 
disappointing, given the clear need 
for one that balances the increasingly 
competing demands on rural and 
urban land use. As Defra collect the 
specific land use data for England (but 
not for the devolved administrations 
- which we are trying to rectify) and 
in view of the need to address the 
challenges around climate and 
biodiversity breakdown plus the need 
to feed the population, OF&G believe 
including organic production within a 
land use framework would provide a 
significant improvement in addressing 
what some see as competing 
demands.

There is no single ‘right’ way to 
produce food – and the answer will 
lie in dovetailing different approaches 
that reflect the topographical, climate 
and management experience of 
farmers across the UK. It is important 
however to realise the significant 
contribution Organic farming can 
deliver to society in achieving the 
wider climate and biodiversity 
restoration goals, within this wider 
framework.

In the white paper we explore how 
land use in England would change if 
we were to see an increase in organic 
farming, estimating the benefits we 
might expect to realise if 10% or 25% 
of agricultural land in England were 
organically managed – a three- or 

eight-fold increase from the current 
organic English organic land area.

The key beneficial outcomes identified 
in the paper if 10% of land in England 
was organic are:

1. A 3.64% decrease in total 
English agriculture-related 
greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions. This equates to 
just over one million tonnes of 
CO2e per year (the equivalent 
carbon sequestered as a third of 
a million acres of broadleaved 
woodland) whilst also producing 
nutritious food.

2. Around 179,000 tonnes of 
ammonium nitrate would not be 
applied each year, a reduction 
of 9.38% (the equivalent of 
removing 8,840 full lorry 
loads of fertiliser every year).                       
The manufacture of one tonne 
of synthetic nitrogen fertiliser 
results in 1,400kg CO2e emitted. 
Excessive use of nitrogen 
has severe environmental 
consequences, including 
biodiversity loss, soil and 
freshwater degradation, and 
substantial GHG emissions from 
applications (85%-95% of nitrogen 
is lost and does not make it 
into our food). Nitrogen fertiliser 
production uses significant 
amounts of energy (between 1-2% 
of the world’s energy is currently 
allocated to fertiliser production). 
The use of synthetic fertilisers 
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The Oxford Real Farming Conference 2024
 https://orfc.org.uk/orfc-2024-in-person-programme 

The Diverse Cereal Seeds Project (DCSP) is coordinated 
under the UK Grain Lab (UKGL). The group is working 
with the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) 
under secondary legislation - The Seed Marketing 
(Heterogeneous Material) (Temporary Experiment) 
(England) Regulations 2023. This means that in England 
there is a temporary experiment to allow the sale and 
exchange of heterogeneous (genetically diverse) cereal 
seed. 
The Scottish Government ran a consultation on the 
Marketing of Organic Heterogeneous Material which has 
just closed. 
OF&G‘s Steven Jacobs is a co-founder of UKGL and 
together with other members of the UKGL team Steven 
helped to run a DCSP workshop at the ORFC in January. 
The team: Charlotte Bickler (ORC), Fred Price (Gothelney 
Farm), Josiah Meldrum (Hodmedods), Henrietta Inman 
(Wakelyns Bakery), Rosy Benson (Field Bakery), and Ruth 
Levine (the Sheffield Wheat Experiment). 
The workshop was hugely popular even to the point where 
some people couldn’t get in because the room was full. 

UKGL at ORFC24: 

An interactive workshop to imagine a new cereal seed 
system. Existing UK Legislation and corporate control 
of plant breeding and milling is preventing diversity and 
dynamism in our grain economies at every stage from the 
DNA of our seed right through to baking bread. We want 
to imagine a more diverse seed system that can quickly 
adapt to climate challenges and a move towards localising 
and humanising our grain based foods. From bread to 
biscuits, pasta to porridge, our ability to create and share 
seed is crucial. We would like to invite attendees of ORFC 
to join our session and take part in visualising a new grain 
economy, beginning with seeds. What should our breeding 
targets be? How can we generate more diversity? How 
should seeds be shared? We want to gather everyone's 
visions to help us build a case to update our seed laws.

Further reading:
This UKGL team also presented their work at the National 
Organic Conference last summer and at the 2023 
Groundswell Agriculture event in June.

has led to our food system’s 
dependency on fossil fuels.

3. At least one million kg of 
pesticide active ingredients 
would not be applied each 
year, a reduction of 8.45%.                                                      
By removing pesticides 
(fungicides, herbicides and 
pesticides) that kill target 
species and so disrupt natural 
food chains, systems and 
cycles, biodiversity is improved 
and becomes more resilient, 
abundant and diverse. There 
is increasing evidence that 
pesticides have negative impacts 
on human health, especially 
when consumed as a cocktail 
(more than one consumed at the 
same time). The consumption of 
pesticides has been linked to 
particular diseases and negatively 
impacts on the human gut 
microbiome.

4. As a consequence organic farms 
have greater biodiversity

• Arable plant species 95% higher 

• Field margin plant species 21% 
higher

• Farmland bird species 35% 
greater

• Pollinator species 23% higher 

• Biodiversity abundance 26% 
higher

• Earthworm species 78% greater 

• Biomass almost double on 
organic farms

The Natural Capital Asset Value 
calculated in a Defra funded trial on an 
organic farm was more than five times 
that observed on a neighbouring 
non-organic farm - Natural Capital 
Accounting: https://ofgorganic.org/
events/longest-running-organic-
food-and-farming-conference-5-july-
2022#NatCap-link
This paper reflects the widely 
acknowledged potential for Organic 
farming to reliably deliver a resilient 
food production system alongside 
much needed multi-faceted 
environmental impacts. Organic 
farming delivers both wide and deep 
gains across both the food system and 
wider environment.

The organically managed crop 
area, livestock production and the 
environmental impact (increased 
biodiversity, reduced fertiliser and 
pesticide use, reduced greenhouse 
gas emissions) have been estimated 

assuming either 10% or 25% of 
England’s agriculture is converted to 
organic farming, compared to the 3.5% 
at present.

Two scenarios were developed, 
firstly the Equal Shares (ES), where 
the area of each organic crop is in 
the same proportion as each crop in 
current non-organic farming. Secondly 
the Ideal Organic (IO), where the 
proportion of each crop (cereal, 
legumes, grass-clover pasture etc.) is 
designed to balance fertility building 
as well as exploitative cropping. The 
total area of organically managed 
land would be 855,132 Ha (at 10%) or 
2,137,832 Ha (at 25%).

For the full report: https://ofgorganic.
org/news/land-use-policy-increasing-
organic-farming-and-growing
For a report summary:

https://ofgorganic.org/news/of-g-
white-paper-highlights-benefits-of-
organic-land-use
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In the November 2023 newsletter No. 150 we wrote 
about the Food Standards Agency consultation on 
proposals for a new framework in England for the 
regulation of precision bred organisms used for food and 
animal feed. 

Steven Jacobs signed a letter of complaint stating that 
the consultation does not meet standard regulatory 
requirements.  The co-signed letter includes both organic 
industry concerns and also wider issues - 

https://ofgorganic.org/news/organic-sector-letter-to-
fsa-board-september-2023

Also worth noting is that another co-signed letter was 
received by the EU Commission, sent in by 70 members 
of the scientific community -  

https://www.testbiotech.org/sites/default/files/Expert_
statement_risks_of_NGT_plants.pdf

OF&G response to FSA PBO/GMO 
consultation 
OF&G has responded to the Food Standards Agency’s 
(FSA) public consultation more generally on proposals 
for a new framework in England for the regulation of 
precision bred organisms used for food and animal feed. 

Having considered all of the information supplied by the 
Food Standards Agency we strongly disagree with the 
current proposals.

The FSA proposals in their current form could not ensure 
supply chain integrity and are insufficient in ensuring 
human health and environmental safety where PBO 
plants or products derived from them are released into 
the environment or placed on the UK market.

We have conferred with highly regarded scientists who 
have long experience in genetics and believe that it is 
scientifically incorrect to assume that the risks to health 
or the environment from PBO plants are generally lower 
compared to transgenic plants. Therefore, in both cases, 
the risks to health, the environment and biodiversity must 
be assessed with far more rigour than is currently being 
proposed.

The science of genetic engineering is evolving and there 
is now a body of evidence building that shows that, while 
some approaches can lead to powerful and rapid genetic 
alterations, they can also lead to vastly different changes 
than originally intended.

Tools such as CRISPR/Cas have the potential and 
capacity to alter gene sequences, and thus gene function 
and plant characteristics in a way that is unlikely to occur 
in conventional breeding, regardless of whether these 
are intended or unintended changes. 

Today genetic editing makes it possible to change the 
characteristics of a species to an extent that would 
be impossible, or at the very least unlikely, using 
conventional breeding, even without the insertion of 
additional genes. 

To read our response in full - https://ofgorganic.org/
news/of-g-response-to-fsa-pbo-gmo-consultation

Working with colleagues from the Soil Association, the 
Biodynamics Federation, Beyond GM and GM Freeze, 
OF&G co-hosted a consultation guidance session at 
the Oxford Real Farming Conference in January. The 
session was very well attended with good a discussion 
and exchange of information useful for people wishing to 
participate in this public consultation. 

The consultation has now ended but the process of 
setting out a legislative framework to enable the Genetic 
Technology Act to be fully implemented is ongoing and 
will continue for some months, possibly years. 

We continue to work toward pragmatic and rigorous co-
existence of the PBO and non-PBO supply chains.

If you have any comments or questions please contact 
Steven Jacobs. 

Further reading:

IFOAM Organics Europe calls on MEPs 
to postpone plenary vote on NGTs as 
ENVI Committee vote leaves many issues 
unsolved
“This rushed legislative process to deregulate NGTs 
goes against the interest of European breeders, farmers 
and citizens. Today’s vote by MEPs in the Environment 
committee leaves too many issues about risks, patents 
and the right of farmers and consumers to avoid 
NGTs, unsolved. Instead of rushing into a plenary vote, 
MEPs should properly discuss how to protect farmers, 
consumers and the environment from risks associated 
to NGTs”, said Jan Plagge, president of IFOAM Organics 
Europe, after the vote.

“Intellectual property rights attached to NGTs extend to 
genetic material and traits that can also be obtained by 
conventional breeding, and jeopardize the European 
model of innovation in breeding, based on the circulation 
of genetic resources among hundreds of SMEs. 

Claiming to address the patent issue with an amendment 
and a report is wishful thinking, but far behind reality. The 
only thing that currently protects farmers and breeders 
from legal threats from multinationals abusing the patent 
system to claim ownership over conventional breeding 
is the traceability and labelling system that applies to all 
GMOs including NGTs. 

How will MEPs explain to farmers that they choose to 
carelessly leave them exposed to patents and to hand 
over the seed breeding sector to a few big companies? 
Protecting the freedom of breeders and farmers to select 
their own seeds is a matter of European sovereignty that 
should be addressed before any deregulation of genetic 
engineering.”

https://www.organicseurope.bio/news/ifoam-organics-
europe-calls-on-meps-to-postpone-plenary-vote-on-
ngts-as-envi-committee-vote-leaves-many-issues-
unsolved/

GM Consultation
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OF&G and Organics in the News
Farmer Focus - John Pawsey

“It’s not the plough, it’s the how”

In a recent article published in Direct 
Driller magazine, ‘To Certify or Not to 
Certify, that is the Question’ OF&G 
organic farmer, John Pawsey has 
written a brilliantly eloquent essay on 
the whys and wherefores of farming 
with less impact. John states that 
herbicides cannot be considered 
regenerative. And he is convinced, 
after two decades as a highly 
successful and widely respected 
certified organic grower that when it 
comes to the question of innovation 
he surmises that our legally mandated 
organic standards force the licensee 
to be more innovative. 

https://directdriller.com/farmer-
focus-john-pawsey-3/

Herbal leys and bicrops help hit 
organic wheat milling premium - 
Farmers Weekly 

https://www.fwi.co.uk/arable/wheat/
herbal-leys-and-bi-crops-boost-
wheat-milling-premium-on-organic-
farm-1724270

Soil Association licensed organic 
farmer George Greed is featured in an 
article where he highlights the success 
of working with herbal leys, inter-crops 
and population wheats, which he 
suggests help him to achieve organic 
milling premiums as part of his nature 
friendly farming operation, which has 
increased arable profits by 24%.

Dutch organic food sales up 42% on 
2021 levels

https://naturalnewsdesk.
co.uk/2024/01/17/dutch-organic-
food-sales-up-42-on-2021-levels/

In a fascinating article Jim Manson 
reports that consumers in the 
Netherlands are purchasing more 
fresh organic products (+57%), 
accounting for 72% of organic sales. 

Commenting on the new research the 
director of organic trade association 
Bionext, Michaël Wilde comments that 
increasing the range of their organic 
offer by supermarkets has contributed 
to strong growth of organic sales. 
The Organic grocery market share 
has increased to 3.8% which is very 
welcome news. However, Michaël 
points out that there is still much to 

do. The government's ambition of 15% 
is up from less than 5% currently and 
will require strong commitment right 
across the supply chain.

Green Claims: Organics Europe 
highlights Product Environmental 
Footprint method’s shortcomings for 
agri-food 

PRESS RELEASE from IFOAM 
ORGANICS EUROPE:

BRUSSELS, 23 JANUARY 2024 – As 
compromise amendment negotiations 
on the Green Claims Directive 
proposal are taking place within the 
European Parliament, the organic 
movement warns MEPs of negative 
consequences for the agri-food sector 
if the wrong methodology is chosen 
as a basis to assess green claims on 
food products.

Speaking at an online press 
conference Eric Gall, Deputy 
Director of IFOAM Organics Europe, 
commented: “MEPs should avoid 
including as a reference to assess 
green claims an indicator like the 
Product Environmental Footprint (PEF) 
that points to the wrong direction for 
agriculture and which is irrelevant for 
farming. While the PEF may work well 
for manufactured goods, it is ill-suited 
to assess the environmental impact 
of agri-food products. By design the 
PEF calculation method disregards 
the impacts of different production 
methods on biodiversity and promotes 
intensive agriculture, not a transition 
of the current food system towards 
agroecological practices.”

He added that “The Commission’s 
proposal itself acknowledges that the 
PEF methodology has limitations when 
it comes to assessing the impact of 
food products, and it would be difficult 
to understand that the Parliament 
would open the door to greenwashing 
by calling for the use PEF category 
rules also for food products”.

Quentin Chancé, CNRS, Coordinator 
of CESIAe, the Scientific Expert Group 
on Sustainability Labelling, said: 
“The report published by CESIAe in 
November 2023 demonstrates that 
the PEF’s life cycle analysis method, 
though useful in some contexts, is 
fundamentally unsuited for agri-
food products. Its reductionist 
approach fails to capture the 

complex interactions in agriculture, 
leading to skewed environmental 
assessments. It is not a question 
of fixing or patching the PEF for 
farming: there is a clear need for 
other metrics. We highlight the need 
for more comprehensive and systemic 
methodologies that accurately reflect 
the unique challenges and impacts 
of the agricultural sector, recognising 
the need for a diverse array of 
assessment tools to truly reflect and 
drive environmental sustainability.”

Sabine Bonnot, Member of the 
scientific council at ITAB (French 
technical Institute of organic 
agriculture) and president of 
the Planet-score, highlighted the 
background: “PEF methodology is 
not science, as the 2021 IDDRI report, 
the 2023 CESIAe report, but also the 
Commission’s JRC 2018 report stated:

“As any weighting scheme [in 
multicriteria approaches], PEF is not 
mainly natural science based but 
inherently involves value choices 
that will depend on policy, cultural 
and other preferences, and value 
systems." 

For more information and to 
read the full article: https://www.
organicseurope.bio/news/green-
claims-organics-europe-highlights-
product-environmental-footprint-
methods-shortcomings-for-agri-food/

Oxford Farming Conference 2024 

Polly Davies runs OF&G licensed 
Slade Farm Organics in the Vale of 
Glamorgan with her husband Graeme 
Wilson.

Polly writes about her experience 
at the OFC this year in an excellent 
post on LinkedIn. She writes 
about her journey with the Oxford 
Farming Conference and the Inspire 
programme. Polly would recommend a 
similar pathway for others to consider. 

“Getting off the farm and seeing a 
bigger picture, is priceless - OFC gives 
you the opportunity to be in the room 
and part of the conversation”.

Polly Davies on LinkedIn - 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/
polly-davies-290203227_just-back-
from-a-couple-of-days-at-oxford-
activity-7149317932597080064-
3PGQ/
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Bio Eco Actual International 
Yearbook 2024 is now available

Bio Eco Actual, the widely regarded 
publisher raising awareness about 
organic food, ethical consumption 
and sustainability, is celebrating its 
tenth anniversary.

Since May 2013 Bio Eco Actual 
has been a reference for the 
dissemination of independent and 
free information on organic food, 
natural cosmetics, and healthy 
lifestyle, with the aim of promoting 
responsible consumption and organic 
production.

To mark their ten year anniversary Bio 
Eco Actual have released a yearbook, 
free to download, with highlights 
from the organic sector in 2023 and 
the hottest trends for 2024. It offers 
a comprehensive overview of the 
organic landscape and delves into 
global organic market trends and 
challenges.

The Yearbook also examines the 
values and momentum of the EU’s 
organic movement, provides insights 
from industry leaders, highlights must-
attend events and explores the world 
of natural and organic cosmetics.

https://ofgorganic.org/news/bio-
eco-actual-10-years-of-organic-
independent-media

More organic farming helps 
Government deliver environmental 
goals, says Organic Farmers & 
Growers - Farmers Guardian

Following the publication of the 
OF&G land use paper (see page 1 
of this newsletter) highlighting how 
a shift to greater organic land use in 
England would significantly deliver 
on the Government's environmental 
objectives, the Farmers Guardian 
published an article featuring the 
OF&G document:  Growing organic - 
a multifunctional component of land 
use policy. 

10% of land in England being Organic 
would constitute a three-fold increase 
in organic land use and would reduce 
total agriculture-related greenhouse 
gas emissions equal to the carbon 
sequestered by a third of a million 
acres of mature broadleaved 
woodland.

The full article is available at 
Farmers Guardian online: https://
www.farmersguardian.com/
news/4155141/organic-farming-
helps-government-deliver-
environmental-goals-organic-
farmers-growers

Will no-till farming put paid to the 
plough?

In what is perhaps an oddly titled 
article in the FT the organic farmer, 

organic farm consultant and long time 
friend of OF&G, Mark Measures is 
interviewed.

Mark, who also co-writes the Organic 
Farm Management Handbook, 
explains that on-farm cultivation is 
much more than simply about soil 
structure and controlling weeds.

Mark goes on to describe soil 
carbon oxidation and how non-
inversion and shallow ploughing also 
sustains mycorrhizal fungi and worm 
populations, and does so without a 
reliance on agri-chemicals and their 
great potential for severe biological 
harm.  

The full article is available via the FT 
online. 

Further reading:

Why the world needs weed biologists

by Jonathan Storkey and published 
by the Organic Research Centre

https://www.organicresearchcentre.
com/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/
STORKEY-Jonathan.pdf

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

National Organic Conference 
extends to a two-day event, 1-2 
July 2024
OF&G has been running an annual on-farm food and 
farming event since 2008 with a one-day conference that 
always takes place on an organic farm each July. 

The event has grown in attendee numbers and in profile as 
each year we open the doors to partners who work with us 
to build a great conference for our community. 

The aim of the event is always multifunctional; to encourage 
new entrants, to help inform and celebrate existing organic 
practitioners, and to promote key market and policy 
messages. 

Core to the whole event is giving people the opportunity 
to come together, share food, swap notes, and to nosey 
around somebody else's place.  

This year the National Organic Conference will be held on 
Tim May's Kingsclere Estate in Hampshire. We are talking to 
groups and organisations now as we plan for July.  if you’re 
interested in also taking part please contact Steven Jacobs. 

On 1 July with our partners Organic Arable, the Organic 
Growers Alliance, the UK Grain Lab and UK Organic we 
will open the site up and hold fringe events that afternoon, 
gathering together for a meal in the evening. 

On 2 July we will hold the usual talks in the morning 
followed by a two-course lunch prepared by Aimee Collins 
of the prestigious and highly decorated restaurant Five 
Little Pigs.  As ever, the NOC lunch will be followed by the 
NOC farm walk.

More details to be announced in the spring.

2024 Other Shows/Events 
OF&G attending
Low Carbon Agriculture : 6 - 7 March

Organic Growers Alliance AGM : 23 - 24 March

The Royal Highland Show : 20 - 23 June

Groundswell : 26 - 27 June

The Royal Welsh Show : 22 - 25 July

If you are involved in an event please 
let Steven know and we can add it 
to our list to share via the newsletter 
and online at 
ofgorganic.org 

steven@ofgorganic.org

https://ofgorganic.org/news/bio-eco-actual-10-years-of-organic-independent-media
https://ofgorganic.org/news/bio-eco-actual-10-years-of-organic-independent-media
https://ofgorganic.org/news/bio-eco-actual-10-years-of-organic-independent-media
https://www.farmersguardian.com/news/4155141/organic-farming-helps-government-deliver-environmental-goals-organic-farmers-growers
https://www.farmersguardian.com/news/4155141/organic-farming-helps-government-deliver-environmental-goals-organic-farmers-growers
https://www.farmersguardian.com/news/4155141/organic-farming-helps-government-deliver-environmental-goals-organic-farmers-growers
https://www.farmersguardian.com/news/4155141/organic-farming-helps-government-deliver-environmental-goals-organic-farmers-growers
https://www.farmersguardian.com/news/4155141/organic-farming-helps-government-deliver-environmental-goals-organic-farmers-growers
https://www.farmersguardian.com/news/4155141/organic-farming-helps-government-deliver-environmental-goals-organic-farmers-growers
https://www.organicresearchcentre.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/STORKEY-Jonathan.pdf
https://www.organicresearchcentre.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/STORKEY-Jonathan.pdf
https://www.organicresearchcentre.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/STORKEY-Jonathan.pdf
http://ofgorganic.org
mailto:steven%40ofgorganic.org?subject=


For your Organic Business6

Six Inches of Soil
A review by OF&G business development 
manager Steven Jacobs.

In 2021 we were approached by a small team of people 
who wanted to make a film about British farmers that 
would tell their story through the lens, excuse the pun, of 
soil. 

After some conversations with the filming team and some 
of our licensees, OF&G joined as partners - https://www.
sixinchesofsoil.org/film-partners. 

I was invited to a test screening last summer at Mills 
Fabrica in London. Looking around at those attending I 
could see some familiar faces, some of whom were among 
the cast of the film. We all took our seats and waited for 
the film to begin. For approximately 90 minutes we sat 
and we watched, and we made notes. And afterwards 
the Six Inches of Soil team encouraged us all to give our 
feedback. 

My view was that they had created something that overall 
was brilliant but in places it seemed to be a little flawed. 
They had delved into minimum tillage but didn’t discuss 
herbicides, and I felt they could have gone into more 
detail to explain how ploughing in the context of good 
soil management is a key tool in an organic whole system 
approach, and one that completely avoids having to use 
herbicides. 

The crew took all of our comments and they went 
back and re-edited the film, I believe they reshot some 
sequences, and they made a new, final version. 

Now that film, Six Inches of Soil, has been released. 

On the website the film is billed as...

'The inspiring story of British farmers standing up against 
the industrial food system and transforming the way they 
produce food - to heal the soil, benefit our health and 
provide for local communities.'

Following the UK premiere at the Oxford Real Farming 
Conference I am pleased to report that the farmers I spoke 
with who had seen it gave very good reviews. 

The film features three main characters all looking at 
farming and growing, each through a slightly different 
experience. Those main characters go and speak with a 

range of experienced practitioners including farmers and 
educators.

Notable mentions would have to include Ian Wilkinson of 
FarmEd, who speaks brilliantly about how soil health is 
based on the health of soil borne organisms, plant roots 
and good soil structure and relies on their relationships 
and the forging of healthy alliances. 

I also want to also give a special mention to John Pawsey. 
John is a widely respected and highly successful farmer 
and we are so proud that his farm at Shimpling in Suffolk 
has been registered organic with OF&G for more than 
twenty years. 

John is interviewed at Shimpling Park by one of the 
three main characters. He speaks in detail about how he 
approaches weed control and soil cultivation and how he 
has managed to build really good soil health right across 
his farm. 

He explains that by only bringing the plough onto a 
field when necessary, when the weather conditions are 
appropriate, only shallow ploughing, and only once in 
a crop rotation, he is able to clearly demonstrate how 
organic farming contributes to soil health and crop yield, 
and does so without any synthetic chemicals applied 
whatsoever. 

I've watched the film and must offer my congratulations to 
the team. It's really good, I'm very impressed with the final 
cut. The themes are covered well, and they bring out so 
much detail, which is very difficult to do in just 90 minutes, 
considering the scale of the topic. 

The three main characters provide a really good spread of 
food producer types and experiences, and they each tell 
their stories wonderfully. 

All of the people featured speak so well, their energy is 
palpable even through the screen. 

Thank you SIOS. When will the series be coming out? :)

The film is being screened on farms and in some other 
interesting venues around the country. Have a look 
and see if there's one near you. Or consider hosting a 
screening of your own. 

https://www.sixinchesofsoil.org/

https://www.sixinchesofsoil.org/film-partners
https://www.sixinchesofsoil.org/film-partners
https://www.sixinchesofsoil.org/
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Cefnogaeth Organig 
Llywodraeth Cymru 2024
Ar 17 Ionawr 2024, cyhoeddodd Lesley Griffiths, Gweinidog 
dros Faterion Gwledig a Gogledd Cymru, a Threfnydd y 
Senedd y bydd taliadau cymorth ar gael i ffermwyr organig 
sydd wedi'u hardystio'n llawn yn 2024.

https://www.llyw.cymru/datganiad-ysgrifenedig-
cyhoeddi-taliad-cymorth-organig-2024

Mae Llywodraeth Cymru wedi cyhoeddi crynodeb:

https://www.llyw.cymru/cymorth-organig-2024-
crynodeb-html

Bydd y canllawiau llawn yn cael eu cyhoeddi o fewn 
https://www.llyw.cymru/ffurflen-cais-sengl, sydd fel 
arfer yn dod allan bob mis Mawrth.

Fel partneriaid a chyd-noddwyr Fforwm Organig Cymru 
(FFOC) rydym yn falch o allu rhannu'r newyddion hyn 
gyda chi. Mae aelodau’r FFOC wedi bod yn allweddol i’r 
llwyddiant hon drwy hybu gwerth positif y mae ffermio 
organig yn ei roi i Gymru.

Welsh Govt Organic Support 
2024
On 17 January 2024, Lesley Griffiths, Minister for Rural 
Affairs and North Wales, and Trefnydd of the Senedd, 
announced support payments to fully-certified organic 
farmers in 2024.

https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-
announcement-organic-support-payment-2024

The Welsh Government have published a summary:

https://www.gov.wales/organic-support-2024-summary-
html

Full guidance will be published within the https://www.
gov.wales/single-application-form, which usually comes 
out each March.

As partners and co-sponsors of the Welsh Organic Forum 
we are very pleased to be able to share this news with 
you. WOF members have been key to this successful 
advocacy of the positive value organic farming brings to 
Wales.

Sustainable Farming Scheme - The Welsh Government SFS 
consultation was launched 14 December 2023 and is due to close 
7 March 2024
The Welsh Government say that this is their final step in 
delivering the Sustainable Farming Scheme (SFS) and sets 
out their proposals:

• how farmers will be rewarded for responding to the 
climate and nature emergencies, as well as producing 
food in a sustainable way

• how the scheme meets the objectives of Sustainable 
Land Management (SLM)

• support available

The Welsh Organic Forum will respond to the consultation. 
If you are farming in Wales and wish to have your voice 
heard we urge you to get involved either by going directly 
to the Sustainable Farming Scheme consultation pages 
of the Welsh Government and/or by taking part in Welsh 
Organic Forum meetings beforehand. 

If you have a comment or question on Welsh Govt. Support 
Schemes for organic farmers please contact the Welsh 
Organic Forum co-deputy chair, Steven Jacobs. 

For more details and information regarding the Welsh 
Government consultation:  

https://www.gov.wales/sustainable-farming-scheme-
consultation 

The consultation closes on 7 March 2024.

Further information: 

Sustainable Farming Scheme consultation: free events 
• CLA

At one of three in-person events, CLA members in Wales 
have a unique opportunity to voice their opinion about the 
upcoming Sustainable Farming Scheme

https://www.cla.org.uk/news/sustainable-farming-
scheme-consultation-join-our-free-events/

19 February 1-4pm Botanical Gardens of Wales

21 February 1-4pm CLA Pavilion, Royal Welsh Showground

22 February 1-4pm Conwy Business Centre

Phone phone 01547 317085 to book your place.

SFI Update
Defra Secretary State Steve Barclay MP announced in January at the Oxford Farming Conference an update to the 
Agricultural Transition Plan. New payment rates for the Sustainable Farming Incentive (SFI) and Countryside Stewardship 
will increase by an average of 10%, with payments for some SFI actions increasingly substantially. New SFI Actions 
have also been introduced  for 2024 covering agroforestry, precision farming, supporting priority habitat recovery and 
threatened native species, enhancing and restoring waterbodies and watercourses and protecting lowland peatland.The 
OF&G Technical Leaflet 130 (SFI and CS payments for organic farmers) will be updated to reflect the new payment rates 
and actions.

https://www.llyw.cymru/datganiad-ysgrifenedig-cyhoeddi-taliad-cymorth-organig-2024
https://www.llyw.cymru/datganiad-ysgrifenedig-cyhoeddi-taliad-cymorth-organig-2024
https://www.llyw.cymru/cymorth-organig-2024-crynodeb-html
https://www.llyw.cymru/cymorth-organig-2024-crynodeb-html
https://www.llyw.cymru/ffurflen-cais-sengl, sydd fel arfer yn dod allan bob mis Mawrth
https://www.llyw.cymru/ffurflen-cais-sengl, sydd fel arfer yn dod allan bob mis Mawrth
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-announcement-organic-support-payment-2024
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-announcement-organic-support-payment-2024
https://www.gov.wales/organic-support-2024-summary-html
https://www.gov.wales/organic-support-2024-summary-html
https://www.gov.wales/single-application-form, which usually comes out each March
https://www.gov.wales/single-application-form, which usually comes out each March
https://www.gov.wales/single-application-form, which usually comes out each March
https://www.gov.wales/sustainable-farming-scheme-consultation
https://www.gov.wales/sustainable-farming-scheme-consultation
https://www.cla.org.uk/news/sustainable-farming-scheme-consultation-join-our-free-events/
https://www.cla.org.uk/news/sustainable-farming-scheme-consultation-join-our-free-events/
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Grain Prices: Courtesy of Andrew Trump, Organic Arable
The significant challenge in the market in recent weeks has 
been the impact of the attacks on shipping in the Red Sea 
pushing up freight rates as cargoes take a longer route 
and delays deliveries.  Whilst soya prices rise the market 
for beans remains surprisingly challenging as few mills are 
including beans in their rations as imported peas seem 
readily available.

Grain quality remains a challenge with some spring grains 
having poor bushel weights and requiring conditioning.  
Feed grain values remain sub £300 delivered with ex 
values between about £255 and £280 with oats on the 
lower end of the range, wheat at the higher end and barley 
somewhere in the middle.  The demand for malting barley 
has improved and so barley stocks are lower than they 
were and several mills have been helpful in increasing 

barley usage to help use carried over stocks from last 
season.

There has been a significant shortage of spring seed with 
last harvest conditions reducing germination and so several 
seed crops being lost.  This has been exacerbated as it 
has been repeated in the conventional seed market and 
so there is very little re-cleaned only seed available.  Seed 
prices have increased about £70 per tonne through the 
season as the supply has shortened.  It was beneficial to 
order early.

see https://www.organicarable.co.uk/arable for more 
information. Please keep an eye on our blog www.
organicarable.co.uk/blog 
01638 744144 / 07980 955490 @organicarable

Organic Livestock Trends: OLMC
ORGANIC STORE REPORT
Most areas of the country are enjoying what seems to be 
endless rain resulting in the ground being saturated for 
long periods of time.

This is having a retrograde effect on soil structure and the 
roots of grass and arable crops as they lie in a lot of cases, 
continually underwater and literally drowning.  It is to be 
hoped the rain will ease off and the ground dry out and give 
us an early spring for the soil to recover. The wet weather is 
also having an adverse effect in store lamb growth as they 
are subjected to the wet and cold conditions.  In a lot of 
cases growth rates are behind where they should be. 

The cattle and sheep trade continues to be very buoyant 
with prices well in front of last year’s levels.  This trend is 
likely to continue particularly with good stocks of forage on 
hand.

Last summer was a good grazing summer and cattle did 
well, this is giving producers confidence to start buying 
cattle for spring turnout.  We already have a number of 
large orders in the pipeline, so supplies of 300 – 400 cattle 
are required.

Bigger store cattle are also in demand in some cases we 
have a waiting list of feeders looking for bigger cattle to 
finish indoors.

David and I are always available for advice on store cattle 
and store lamb production and marketing, we are happy to 
talk to any producers wanting to discuss the prospects for 
2024 onwards.

Contact the office on 01829 730580 or: 
Peter Jones: 07720 892922
David Bostock; 07734 808050

OLMC FINISHED STOCK
Organic Prime Beef Cattle 
As some had predicted tightening of supplies into the New 
Year has seen a boost in prices, demand remains fairly 
good for the period directly after Christmas. Generally, 
stock coming forward is well finished and for the most part 
hitting specification.

Stocks of food should see finishers through the winter 
months and into the spring.

Average R4L Organic UTM in spec @ 560p/kg 
deadweight
Organic Cull Cows
The New Year has seen greater demand for cows, numbers 
are steady but by no means excessive. This has fueled 
a healthy increase in price throughout January. Further 
wintery weather will inevitably keep this trade strong for 
the time being, as more processing beef is required by the 
consumer.

Average R4L Organic OTM Cow in spec @ 3.95/kg 
deadweight.

Lamb
A slow start to the year, many challenges for finishers in the 
very wet and then cold weather. A welcome spell of cold 
and dry has pushed lambs on and we are now seeing an 
increase in demand from the processors.

Numbers will tighten as we move towards the spring and 
the price will hopefully strengthen.

Average R3L organic NSL in spec @ 610p/kg

Finished Stock Marketing office: 01763 250313 /
olmc@olmc.co.uk
Tim Leigh: 07850 366404 /James Doel: 07741 248928

Market Reports

https://www.organicarable.co.uk/arable
http://www.organicarable.co.uk/blog
http://www.organicarable.co.uk/blog
https://twitter.com/organicarable
mailto:olmc%40olmc.co.uk?subject=
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Organic Dairy Report: 
Courtesy of Rob Daykin, Daykin 
Partnership Ltd.
The organic dairying year has started on a positive note, 
with Arla posting a very healthy milk price rise of nearly 
3p on a manufacturing litre to 46.4p, and 44.6p on a 
standard litre, with its commentary saying that “both 
conventional and organic markets are coming back to 
growth and our retail branded sales continue to improve”.

The increase takes the average UK organic milk price to 
47p on a standard litre, with The Organic Herd’s (formerly 
OMSCO) out in front at 49p, which it has held since April 
2023, with Muller next and paying 47.5p. This has also 
been relatively stable, being 49p until June 2023; 48p 
from July to October and 47.5p since then.

The increased milk prices doesn’t mean the sector is out 
of the woods yet, though, and it is still facing significant 
challenges on sourcing raw materials, which is being 
made worse of course by global events impacting 
shipping costs and routes. A typical 18% dairy ration 
is around £500 a tonne now, having been below this 
threshold in October for the first time since February 
2022. The peak was £580 in late October 2022 to spring 
2023.

Milk volumes have declined from a recent peak in April 
2021, but taking out seasonal effects have flat lined for 
2023. But hidden among this general trend is another 
potentially worrying issue for the organic sector – and 
that’s one of seasonality. More milk is being produced in 
the spring and early summer than it is in the winter, and 
it looks as if it might be getting worse. For example, the 
peak to trough ratio (i.e the ratio of the highest month 
for milk volumes to the lowest) in 2021 was 1.34; in 
2022 it was 1.39, and in 2023 it was 1.4. To compare the 
conventional (non-organic) peak to trough ratio is much 
lower at 1.21 and has remained relatively stable over the 
years.

On a longer-term basis there was 10% more milk 
produced between April to July 2021 compared to 
September to December; which increased to 14% more in 
2022 and 17.5% more in 2023.

In comparison to production demand for organic dairy 
remains relatively stable through the year.

And the problem is that this is likely to get worse as 
the challenges on feed availability and  feed prices 
continues, as it is easier, currently more profitable and 
logical for organic dairy farmers to block calve and get as 
much milk from grass during the spring and summer as 
possible, rather than to run an all-year calving herd that 
produces milk on a much flatter profile.

However the more out of kilter supply and demand 
becomes the more challenging and costly it will be to 
balance the market through exports, or through the 
manufacture and sale of other organic dairy products like 
cheese. The long-term success of the organic market 
could well be governed to a large extent by the degree 
to which farmers and processors get the balance right. . 

01327 264962 / 07815 741547 
rob@daykinpartnership.co.uk

Become the next AHDB 
Cereals & Oilseeds Monitor Farm
We’re currently recruiting across all regions!

Join a nationwide network of hosts who bring together 
farmer groups looking to improve their businesses by 
sharing performance information and best practice.

What’s involved?

As a Monitor Farm, you will work in 
collaboration with your regional AHDB 
Knowledge Exchange Manager to host 
four to five meetings each year for 
three years.

Your farm will serve as a case study 
for discussions to centre around and 
topics will be decided by you.

AHDB will then support your ideas by 
sourcing industry experts and 
facilitating events.

Interested?

For full details of what it means to be 
Monitor Farm and to apply, visit: 
ahdb.org.uk/monitor-farms

Staff News
Andrew Withington will be retiring at the end of 
February, after nearly 20 years at OF&G.  The company 
has to abide by strict processes and procedures which 
are independently accredited on an annual basis by 
the UK Accreditation Service (UKAS). Ensuring we are 
accredited is fundamental to remaining a UK approved 
Control Body. Andrew has been our Quality Systems 
Supervisor which means he has, amongst other things, 
made sure that our systems stay updated and that 
everyone abides by them. This is a thankless task at 
the best of times and one that is largely unseen but, 
alongside his team, is one that is critical to our business.. 
Stepping into his role is our newest member of staff, Gill 
Phillips, who has been training alongside Andrew for the 
last couple of months. Andrew has been a huge asset 
to the Company over the years and he will undoubtedly 
be missed by all. We wish him a well deserved, long and 
happy retirement.

Emma Harding
We are delighted to say that Emma and her partner had 
a beautiful baby girl on Christmas Day.  Emma is now 
on maternity leave and we hope to see her and the 
baby soon. Whilst Emma is enjoying her time with her 
baby daughter we have asked Thomas Powell Jones to 
take on the responsibility of looking after her allocated 
producer licensees until she returns. Contact details for 
Thomas can be found on the OF&G website https://
ofgorganic.org/about/the-team

mailto:rob%40daykinpartnership.co.uk?subject=
https://ofgorganic.org/about/the-team
https://ofgorganic.org/about/the-team
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NAME ACTIVITY DATE COMMENT

CS Defra EOF Organic Policy Group 6 Dec Online

CS Sustain Annual Conference 7 Dec Online

CS Defra organic SFI Test & Trial 8 Dec Online

CS PAN UK Board 12 Dec Online

CS ReBoot organic 19 Dec In person

CS Defra SFI stakeholder interview 20 Dec Online

CS Oxford Real Farming Conference 3 - 5 Jan In person

CS Defra EOF Organic policy group 11 Jan Online

CS Sustain Farm Working Party 15 Jan Online

CS Client Earth 17 Jan Online

CS EU Promotion Policy funding 23 Jan Online

CS Daniel Zeichner Labour agriculture 24 Jan In person

CS RSPB Fair to Nature 25 Jan Online

CS Wildlife & Countryside Link Agriculture Group 25 Jan Online

CS Defra stakeholder account management 30 Jan Online

SJ FSA: Regulated Products Reform Workshop 1 29 Nov Online

SJ FSA: Regulated Products Reform Workshop 2 30 Nov Online

SJ Organic Growers Alliance 05 Dec Online

SJ Wales Real Food and Farming Conference - post event meeting 07 Dec Online

SJ Organic Test and Trial meeting 08 Dec Online

SJ IFOAM Organics Europe: Meeting on Green Claims: state of play and next 
steps

13 Dec Online

SJ EU LiveSeeding Webinar 14 Dec Online

SJ Shropshire Good Food Partnership 14 Dec In person

SJ Oxford Real Farming Conference 4 - 5 Jan In person

SJ Sustain Farming Working Party 15 Jan Online

SJ Fruit & Veg Alliance Agroecology group 18 Jan Online

SJ AFNN+ Agrifood conceptual modelling workshop 19 Jan In person

SJ Bridging the Gap: The future of food hubs and ethical supply chains 23 Jan Online

SJ Wildlife & Countryside Link Agriculture Group 25 Jan Online

SJ GM Freeze Board meeting 30 Jan Online

OF&G policy activity - what we have been up to
SJ - Steven Jacobs / CS - Christopher Stopes 
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Regulation Review Process
Following our exit from the EU, Defra is conducting a 
Targeted Stakeholder Feedback exercise linked to the 
Regulatory Review of the current retained GB Organic 
Regulation. The review will provide stakeholders with the 
opportunity to provide feedback on the retained regulation. 

As the changes made to the definitions and production 
rules directly impact organic businesses, Defra would like to 
take the opportunity to seek feedback from Control Bodies, 
industry groups and organic businesses directly, before 
inviting wider comments on the draft regulations as part of a 
public consultation. 

We apologise for the short notice but this will not be the 
only opportunity to provide comments on the production 
rules and definitions. However, your feedback at this stage 
will help to identify areas of the regulations to retain or 
change and will help to shape how the production rules and 
definitions are developed. 

Defra kindly request that any feedback is specific and 
meaningful. This means providing comments on specific 
articles of the regulations, providing clear suggestions or 
workable solutions, rather than simply saying something 

does not work, needs to change, or is missing. They are 
looking for your insights into: 

• Areas of the regulations which should continue to apply 
as currently captured. 

• Areas for which specific rules or guidance are missing 
from the regulations. 

• Areas of the regulations that could be strengthened 
and/or streamlined. 

• Areas of the regulations that could be removed from 
the regulations and put into guidance documents and/
or on gov.uk. 

Defra ask that feedback is sent to :

organics.regulatoryreview@defra.gov.uk 

using the templates which are available on the OF&G 
website (https://ofgorganic.org/news/gb-organics-
regulatory-review-2024) by 11.59pm on Sunday 11th 
February 2024.

If you have any questions, please use the email address 
above.

Updated approved inputs
A full list of approved inputs appears on our website https://ofgorganic.org/useful-info/approved-suppliers

Approved Inputs

SUPPLIER WEBSITE / EMAIL CATEGORY
Vilofoss UK https://www.vilofoss.com/ Vitamins, minerals and trace elements, Disinfectant/Cleaning 

Agent

EM Agriton Limited https://www.agriton.co.uk/ Manure Treatment, Compost Additive, Silage Additive, Animal 
Feed Supplements, Bedding Material, Animal Feed Additives, Soil 
Conditioner, Fertilisers

SBM Life Science https://sbm-company.com Fertilisers, Plant Health Product

Insonso Salmarim LDA https://www.salmarim.com/pt Ingredients

Quality Liquid Feeds Ltd https://qlf.co.uk/ Animal Feed Additives

Gromax Industries Ltd http://www.gromax.co.uk/ Weed Control

B & W Feeds (Mobile) Ltd https://www.bwfeeds.com/ Vitamins, minerals and trace elements, Animal Feed Additives

Herban UK Limited https://www.herban.co.uk/ Animal Feed Supplements

Ecoworm Limited https://ecoworm.co.uk/ Fertilisers, Plant Health Product, Pest Control

Hygeia http://www.mygardenexpert.com Fertilisers

Novozymes A/S https://www.novozymes.com/en Fungicide

Arden Wood Shavings Ltd https://www.ardenwoodshavings.co.uk/ Bedding Material

Volac International Ltd https://www.volac.com/ Silage Additive

Bio Ag Limited http://www.independentsoils.co.uk/ Soil Conditioner

Agrimax PTE Ltd http://www.agrimax.com.sg Plant Health Product

Aphaeas Agriculture Ltd https://aphaeas-agri.com/ Soil Conditioner

PlantWorks Ltd http://smart.plantworksuk.co.uk Plant Health Product

Pre-Treatment Solutions Ltd http://www.healthyhoovesuk.com/ Animal Health Product

Greenworld Sales Ltd david@greenworldsales.co.uk Soil Conditioner, Compost

Westland Horticulture https://www.gardenhealth.com/ Fertilisers

Frunol Delicia GmbH https://www.frunol-delicia.de/startseite/ Pest Control

Recently awarded approved inputs
SUPPLIER WEBSITE / EMAIL CATEGORY
YRF Import and Export fbutt0763@gmail.com Ingredients

mailto:organics.regulatoryreview%40defra.gov.uk?subject=
https://ofgorganic.org/news/gb-organics-regulatory-review-2024
https://ofgorganic.org/news/gb-organics-regulatory-review-2024
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DAIRY CATTLE FOR SALE

Microdairy 
dispersal 
Cornwall

8 JEx heifers, 2 JEx cows, Dexter bull. Outwintered, mostly horned. 
Pastured, milked outside. SACert registered

R 07708 359393 Truro, Cornwall

In calf BF Heifers 16 PWAB British Friesian heifers incalf to Pedigree Hereford bull,  due 
late February/March. BVD tag and tested negative. Only for sale due 
to excess stock numbers. TB tested ready to move.

Adam 
Westaway

07977 575825 South Molton, 
Devon

CATTLE FOR SALE

Hereford Bullocks 4 Hereford bullocks 28 months.Needs fattening on. Idea for box 
scheme, Farm shop. Can send video and photos.

Trevor 
Wheeler

07799 681134 Craven Arms, 
Shropshire

Aberdeen Angus 
cross store cattle

Aberdeen Angus cross store cattle, tb4 area. Please phone for further 
details.

Ray Calvert 01748 886412 Richmond, N Yorks

Bulling Heifers DEVON HEIFERS (Organic) The Blackhill Herd , winner of the D.C.B.S. 
2023 Herd Competition, have 29 pedigree registered polled heifers 
born March/April 2022.

Joe Dufosee 
/ Jim

07525 208053 
/ 07977 121169

Warminster, 
Wiltshire

Hereford herd 
dispersal

74 organic Herefords and Hereford cross, including 21 cows in calf 
(9 of which pedigree), 2 cows with calves at foot (6 month), 1 bull 
(pedigree), 7 barrens, 21 weanlings, 20 stores. Please contact by 
email.

Angus 
Roberts

07792 291376 Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire

Organic Pedigree 
Hereford Polled 
bulls for sale

Two organic pedigree Hereford polled bulls for sale. 21 months of 
age and TB tested until 15/02/2024. Please contact to discuss further, 
thank you.

Emlyn Evans 07989 176994 Ellesmere, 
Shropshire

Orgnic Belted 
Galloway Cross

24 month belted galloway ready to fatten Ian Bowman 07847 300320 Tunbridge Wells, 
Kent

SHEEP FOR SALE

Store Lambs 100 Organic store lambs, 20 - 39 kgs, 6-9 months old. Treated with 
Ovivac Holsworthy Devon Highlander, Primera & Aberfield

Rob & Liz 
Priest

07887 886354 Holsworthy, Devon

Shearling Ewes POLL DORSET EWES (Organic). 100 pedigree registered shearling 
ewes, M.V. Accredited

Joe Dufosee 07525 208053 Warminster, 
Wiltshire

In-lamb flock 
dispersal, ewes 
and tups

160 Romney / Romney X ewes in lamb, scanning 22 Jan, lambing 
March. 4 tups. Please contact by email.

Angus 
Roberts

07792 291376 Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Organic Poultry 
Manure

Organic Poultry Manure for sale at EX36 4RQ - Devon, please contact 
for details.

Alexander 
Justin 
Lochhead

07702 026175 South Molton, 
Devon

Locker Vending 
Machine for Farm 
Shop

Lock Blox Vending Machine complete with large touch screen. 28 
Chilled Lockers and 30 ambient lockers. Card machine accepts 
contactless and chip and pin. Perfect to start up selling your own 
produce direct from the farm and create a 'self service' farm shop as 
we did here.

Simon Best 07816 386945 Gloucestershire

Organic layer 
unit for rent/
employment 
opportunity

3000 Organic layer unit available to rent after 28 June 2024. 
A flexible opportunity, open to someone (commercial poultry 
experience only) to either rent the shed and take on the successful 
business opportunity that has already been built. Alternatively 
employed to manage the shed asap and for current and future flock 
cycle. Please contact for further details.

Laura Stroud 07803 893817 Saffron Walden, 
Essex

Items for sale
Note: Purchasers should always check the current certificate and the status with the vendor. OF&G cannot take 
responsibility for any stock, items or services sold through this service. Advertisements are accepted at OF&G’s discretion.
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LAND AND GRAZING FOR SALE

Organic grazing 
land in Surrey

A 200Ha Organic Arable & Grass farm in Surrey with grazing 
available. If this might be of interest please contact for further 
discussion.

Donna 
Wheeldon

01483 274553 Cranleigh, Surrey

FEEDSTUFFS AND FORAGE FOR SALE

Organic Haylage 
for Sale

Organic Haylage 2023 cut Meadow grass with Timothy J Chandler 07979 483324 Gloucester

Round Bale Hay Round Bale Hay June July cut, superb quality. Barn stored see 
attached

J Chandler 07979 483324 Gloucester

Organic Haylage 
for Sale 2023 
crop

Round bale haylage well made. Jeremy Dale 07946 591636 Newtown, Powys

Feed wheat Feed Wheat 10 t. Can be bagged for transport, or bulk. Can also 
arrange haulage if required, distance not a problem.

Paul Adams 07971 252312 Duns, Scottish 
Borders

Organic Grass 
Silage - Clamp

Clamped Silage - approx. 1,500 tonnes, analysis can be arranged. Oliver 
Surman

07788 441612 Worcester

Silage Bales Good quality red clover or lucerne silage bales - large six string bales, 
well wrapped. Silage analysis available.

Tom Turner 07792 267092 Milton Keynes, 
Bucks

Forage / Feed For Sale: Wholecrop, Silage Grass, Silage Fodder Beet, Wheat. Arctic 
nationwide delivery available, Please contact for further information.

Johnathan 
Andrew

07771 512906 Barnstaple, Devon

Organic silage 
near Monmouth

90 bales organic silage, made summer 23. Buyer collects.  Loading 
available.

Teona 
Dorrien-
Smith

01600 780501 Monmouth

Organic species 
rich meadow hay 
for sale

We have 114 large 7 foot bales of organic hay for sale. The meadow 
is grazed by our organic sheep in winter. Certified by the Soil 
Association. Certificate provided. We do one cut only per year. All dry 
stored. Each bales weighs an estimated 400kg so in total we have 
about 45 tons to sell. Can help load. MK17 area. Good access for 
large trailer.

Farokh 
Khorooshi

07798 822524 Milton Keynes, 
Bucks

Pasture Haylage 
for Sale

2023 pasture haylage for sale. Nice, green and very leafy. Made early. 
Available in round bales with 6 layers of wrap applied. Can assist with 
loading. 15 mins from J18 of M4.

Simon Best 07816 386945 Gloucester

Cleaned Organic 
Fodder Beet for 
Sale

Organic Fodder beet for sale, all cleaned over beet cleaner to 
remove stones and loose soil. 6 miles from M6 J12 haulage can be 
arranged. £55/tonne ex Farm

SIMON 
HAYES

07711 616303 Shifnal, Shropshire

Round Bale 
Silage

Approx 80 bales organic second cut grass clover silage. Philip 07974 387663 Thirsk, N Yorks

Hay, straw, baled 
and pit silage

All organic: 3/4 bay 2023 pick-up hay; 2 bays 2023 quadrant straw; 
half a bay 2023 pick-up straw; approx 110 round bales 2023 silage; 
approx 200 tonnes 2023 grass and red clover pit silage.

Angus 
Roberts

07792 291376 Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire

Organic Fodder 
Beet

Shed stored or harvest to order.  Cleaned Organic Fodder Beet for 
sale. ¬£50/t ex farm. Delivery at an additional cost via tractor/trailer 
within 30 miles of Penkridge, Staffordshire. **Organic accrediation can 
be sent once purchase has been made.

Will 
Woodhall

07825 505722 Penkridge, Staffs

Organic beans About 8 tons winter beans available Richard 
Cooper

07738 121908 Congleton, 
Cheshire

Organic feed 
wheat

Organic feed wheat, 8-10 tonnes, £280 / tonne, buyer to collect. Note 
it may take a couple of hours to load. Contact by email preferred.

Angus 
Roberts

07792 291376 Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire

Organic round 
bale haylage

110 Round haylage bales. 2nd cut made August 2023. Andrew 
Sanderson

07732 034582 Preston, Lancs

Organic Fodder 
Beet for Sale N 
Shropshire

Organic Fodder Beet for sale in North Shropshire. Loaded over a 
cleaner.

Ed Brettell 07773 004302 Hadnall, 
Shropshire

Organic Red 
Clover Haylage 
Bales for Sale N 
Shropshire

Organic Red Clover Haylage Bales for sale in North Shropshire. 5 foot 
quads with 6 layers of wrap.

Ed Brettell 07773 004302 Hadnall, 
Shropshire

Biodynamic feed  
grain and beans 
for sale

Due to retirement  the following crops are for sale ;   Beans 12 tons  , 
Mascani oats 24 tons, and  feed wheat 16 tons.  Can be sold in tote 
bags or bulk.

Jo Bradley 07749 879530 Loughborough, 
East Midlands

Organic Peas and 
Oats for sale

Organic Peas and Oats combicrop for sale up to 300 tonnes. 
Transport can be arranged.

Joe 
Brandreth / 
Martin

07968 818944 
/ 07968 
132933

Bedworth, 
Warwickshire
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FEEDSTUFFS AND FORAGE WANTED

Organic Round 
Bale Hay

Round bale hay wanted Devon/Cornwall Launceston area Martyn 
Thirtle Mills

07811 255636 Launceston, 
Cornwall

Items wanted
CATTLE WANTED

Organic Store 
Cattle and Store 
Lambs Wanted

The Organic Livestock Marketing Co-operative (OLMC) are looking 
for all categories of organic store cattle and store lambs from all over 
the UK

Peter Jones 07720 892922 Tarporley, 
Cheshire

Wanted - 
Hereford x bulling 
heifers

Wanted Black Hereford x bulling heifers out of Friesian cows, must be 
TB 4 and BVD/JOHNES free.

John Moffat 07789 352330 Hexham, 
Northumberland

SHEEP WANTED

Pedigree Lleyn 
Shearlings

30 pedigree Llyen shearlings wanted. Need to be signet recorded 
with high EBVs, ideally from a member of the PRLB. Must be MV 
accredited.  Delivery essential.

Katie Jowett 01722 780230 Salisbury, Wiltshire

Cheviot Sheep 
wanted

70 Cheviot Theaves wanted to increase current flock, ideally Beds 
area.

D Osborn 07768 621850 Bedford, Beds

Wanted- Texel x 
ewe Lambs

Wanted Texel x ewe lambs out of scotch mule ewes. Must be well 
grown and high health

John Moffat 07789 352330 Hexham, 
Northumberland

LIVESTOCK AND GRAZING WANTED

Grazing Land 
Wanted

We are urgently looking for long term grazing with barn for our 
flock of 200 organic in-lamb ewes. Despite believing we had a long 
term contract, we have been given until September 2024 to find 
alternative. Without this, we will be forced to sell. We are based in 
Sherborne, Dorset. Relocation is a possibility if family accommodation 
can be offered

Kim 
Centamore

07359 379537 Sherborne, Dorset

POULTRY WANTED

Fully Organic 
Pullets Wanted

Fully Organic Pullets Wanted. Quantity POL  3,940 w/c 03-Jun-24.  
2,840 w/c 03-Jun-24. 5,120 w/c 03-Jun-24. 4,000 w/c 01-Jul-24. 
16,000 w/c 01-Jul-24. 17,000 w/c 08-Jul-24. 3,000 w/c 08-Jul-24. 
14,890 w/c 12-Aug-24. 8,000 w/c 12-Aug-24. 8,000 w/c 21-Oct-24. 
6,000 w/c 28-Oct-24. 6,000 w/c 28-Oct-24. 3,830 w/c 30-Dec-24. 
7,500 w/c 30-Dec-24. 12,000 w/c 03-Mar-25. 2,100 w/c 03-Mar-25.

Sarah Moos 07885 217885 Nationwide

Organic Day Old 
Chicks

Wanted Organic Day Old chicks in quantities of 12,000, Please 
telephone Steve

Steve 07855 531394 Thirsk, N Yorks

Organic Pullets We are a small farm based in Hampshire looking to purchase 
approximately 150/180 hyline pullets for March delivery/pickup 
depending on location.

Jan Dann 0118 907 3275 Hook, Hampshire

Fully Organic 
Pullets

5612 Fully Organic Hyline 16 week old Pullets required for delivery 
w/c 17 June 2024 to Cheshire

Vicky Mills 01283 736673 Sandbach, 
Cheshire

Organic Hy-Line 
Pullets

Wanted. 12,000 fully organic reared Hy-Line + 14 week old pullets 
required for delivery week commencing 24th June 2024.

Alistair 
McBain

07585 956934 Turriff, 
Aberdeenshire

Organic Lohman 
Brown Layers

We are looking for 2200 Organic certified Lohman brown 16WK 
pullets + 88  Organic certified cockerels for delivery w/c 22 July 2024 
and 1700 Organic certified Lohman Brown 16WK pullets + 88 Organic 
certified cockerels for delivery Sept/Oct 2024. Producer needs to be 
a specialised Organic certified rearing farm, BEIC registered.

Daniel 07533 137847 East Grinstead, 
Surrey

12,240 Day Old 
Organic Chicks

12,240 Fully Organic Deklab Chicks required WC 19th February 2024 
to NI

Lindsay 
Dawson

07801 449200 Omagh, County 
Tryone

Day old chicks 
and 16 week old 
pullets required

6600 16 week old warren pullets required for April/May 2024 and 
October/November 2024. 1750 day old Warren chicks required for 
May/June 2024. 400 Maran cross 16 week old pullets required for 
May/June 2024. 500 blue egg layers (Aracuna cross) 16 week old 
pullets required for May/June 2024. All need to be RSPC assured.

Rupert or 
Robyn

07973 621678 / 
07534 301223

Bognor Regis, W 
Sussex



For your Organic Business4

POULTRY WANTED

6000 Hyline fully 
organic 16 week 
pullets

W/C 22nd July 2024 Susannah 
Macmillan

07740 724803 Hassocks, E 
Sussex

Fully Organic 
Pullets

4,000 Fully Organic BBT Pullets Wanted w/c 01-Apr-2024 Sarah Moos 07885 217885 Winkleigh, Devon

organic  pullets Organic speciality coloured egg laying pullets wanted, 24 birds 
maximum, Essex

Alison Bond 07761 288558 Manningtree, 
Essex

Organic day old 
meat chicks

We require up to 20,000 organic day old meat chicks per week. 
They must be Hubbard JA57's for our farms in South West England. 
The breeder farms, hatchery and transport must be RTFA and Poultry 
Health Scheme registered. 

Daniel Dring 07976 562288 Willand, Devon

Organic pullets Fully Organic pullets wanted 5800, March 2024 Roger Gill 07533 338398 Penrith, Cumbria

16 Week Old 
Organic Pullets

!6 Week old Bovan Organic pullets required week beginning 5th May 
2024 2900 birds

Marion Anne 
Cooper

07941126153 Kent

Organic point of 
lay pullets

2000 Lohmann fully organic point of lay pullets required for w/c 
8/1/2024. 4000 Lohmann fully organic point of lay pullets required for 
w/c 4/3/2024.

William 
Brown

07866 421919 Peebles, Scottish 
Borders

Organic BBT 
chicks

Needed, 4500 Organic BBT chicks needed for 10th April 2024. 
Needed, 4500 Organic BBT chicks needed for 12th September 2024. 

Joh Ridout 01579 326055 Liskeard, Cornwall

Organic Day Old 
Meat Chickens

We require 40,000 organic chicks weekly, delivered to farms across 
Northern Ireland. These will be required weekly from 1-1-24 until 30-
12-24. The breed must be an approved slow growing strain, ideally 
Hubbard JA57. If produced in the UK, the farm must be Poultry Health 
Scheme registered.

Shelby 
Caldwell

07887 827186 Dungannon, 
County Tyrone

16 Week Fully 
Organic Pullets 

12,500 Fully Organic 16 Week Old Organic Pullets wanted May 2024 Lindsay 
Dawson

07801449200 Omach, County 
Tyrone

Organic Table 
Bird - Day Old 
Chicks required

Is anyone able to supply Hubbard JA57 As Hatched Chicks to a total 
of 22,000 chicks per week. These are table bird chickens reared to 
OF&G standards

Mike 
Hammond

07712 399063 Norwich, Norfolk

16 week old 
Lohmann Brown

3900 Lohmann Brown POL Pullets wanted for w/c 6 June 2024. 16 
weeks of age.

John Robert 
Handley

01539 824037 Kendal, Cumbria

Organic Pullets 
Wanted

6000 organic pullets required for April delivery. Pythouse 
Organics

01747 871592 Salisbury, Wiltshire

Organic Chicks 12750 / 6120 Day Old Organic Chicks required for February 2024 Fane Valley 
Feeds

07929768131 Omagh, County 
Tyrone

16 week old Fully 
Organic Pullets 

18,000 fully organic 16 week old pullets required for July 2024. Charles Roe 07951456117 Boston, Lincs

Day Old Organic 
BBT Chicks

Wanted 4300 Day Old Organic BBT Chicks for w/c 27 May 2024. 
Wanted 4300 Day Old Organic BBT Chicks for w/c10 Oct 2024.

Clair Brettell 07980 927839 Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire

Turkey supplier We are looking to source Organic Devon Bronze Turkeys to be 
delivered to our farm in Scotland in September 2024.

Caroline 01738 730201 Perth, Perth & 
Kinross

12,000 Organic 
H&N Pullets

Two batches (12,000 per batch) of High Health Fully Organic 16 week 
old Pullets required for delivery February and April 2024

Neil Wright 07798 766945 Elgin, Moray

Organic Chicks Organic chicks required for 2024 season: - 5000 day-old A/H 
Hubbard JA87 delivered in three batches in April, June & August. - 
600 day-old Goslings delivered in one batch in May. - 400 day-old 
turkey poults delivered in one batch in May/June.

Ollie - 
Farm2Fork

01395 348218 Budleigh Salterton, 
Devon

Organic Pullets 
Wanted

15,000  High Health Fully Organic Hyline 16‚ 18 week old Pullets 
required for delivery June 2024 to Peeblesshire.

Karen 
Campbell

01968 675596 West Linton, 
Borders

Website and Social Media

http://ofgorganic.org
https://www.facebook.com/organicfarmers
https://twitter.com/ofgorganic
https://www.instagram.com/ofgorganic
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For your Organic Business

If you have any concerns or queries please do not 
hesitate to contact your Certification OfficerProducers

Grass and/or Forage Seed Mixtures
The Grass Seed Working Group met in November 2023 and 
among other issues discussed the on-going percentage 
organic inclusion required for a grass and/or forage seed 
mixture. The group agreed that the percentage approach 
was still the most appropriate way forward and in the best 
interests of the sector. They recommended to Defra that 
whilst the picture in terms of availability of seeds can be 
mixed it is largely positive but the current 70% organic 
inclusion be agreed for the calendar year 2024. It was noted 
that Defra would be sending a paper to all CBs notifying 
them of the decision. Whilst we have not yet received that 
paper we are working on a 70% inclusion rate as proposed 
by the group.

A grass and/or forage seed mixture will include arable silage 
mixtures where it is to be harvested and ensiled as a forage 
(wholecrop) and not harvested as a grain. A mixture is not 
permitted to contain the same variety as both organic and 
non-organic.

Where the mixture contains a minimum 70% organic 
inclusion approval must be obtained from OF&G prior to 
your next annual inspection. Should you apply for a mixture 
containing less than 70% organic you must obtain approval 
prior to the sowing of the crop.

Processors
Export Statistics
Following the United Kingdom's exit of the European Union 
(EU) there have been a number of agreements implemented 
to allow continued trade of organic products with not only 
the EU but Third Countries/Territories outside the EU. The 
agreements are specific to each country/territory and 
detail the product categories that can be imported and 
exported to and from each place. The UK currently has trade 
agreements with Argentina, Australia, Canada, Chile, Costa 
Rica, India, Israel, Japan, New Zealand, Republic of Korea, 
Switzerland, Tunisia and United States.

Product Categories are:

A - Unprocessed plant products

B - Live animals or unprocessed animal products (includes 
honey and beeswax)

C - Aquaculture products and seaweeds

D - Processed agricultural products for use as food

E - Processed agricultural products for use as feed 

F - Seeds and propagating material

As part of the agreements the UK is required to provide 
annual statistical data on the products exported under each 
trade agreement based on the product categories.

In order to ensure this is done as efficiently as possible, if 
you export organic products to any of the countries above 
we would be grateful if you could provide the following 
information relating to the exports made during the period 
01-01-2023 to 31-12-2023 as per the example below; 

Country/Territory Product Category Type of Product CN code (minimum 
4 digit)

Volume (net weight) in 
Kgs

United States D Artisan Biscuits 1905 258
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